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Anbs in secret Israel diamond daaic 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Diamond dealere from several Gulf states 
with no official oes to Israel are visiting the country and secretly 
negotiatmg to buy precious gems, a leading businessmen said 
Sunday. Ank Herman, manager of the National Diamond Centre 
(NDC), one of Israel's largest diamond exporters, told the 
Associated Press he is holding talks with diamond dealers from 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates and Kuwait. He 
said no deals have yet been concluded. Those being discussed are 
valued at up to^l million — a tiny fraction of brad’s diamond 
efforts — but could increase, he said. “We are in negotiations. 
When the businessmen get here, they contact me (but) they do it 
secretly," to avoid sparking opposition in their countries, Mr. 
Herman added. Mr. Hennan said the diamonds would be 
delivered through countries like Britain, Switzerland and Belgium. 
He gave no further details. Rafi Ganzou, a foreign ministry 
spokesman, said such contacts would be an important develop- 
ment and could “contribute to the consolidation of the peace 

nfficess." 
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Syria rejects call for secret talks 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — Syria on Sunday rejected Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin's latest call for secret negotiations 
between the two countries to try to forge a peace deal. "The word 
‘secret* does not exist in the Syrian dictionary nor in the policy 
followed by the head of state, Hafez Al Assad,” said the daily A! 
Baath, mouthpiece of the ruling Baath Party. It “totally rejected” 
Mr. Rabin's call, saying secret negotiations would hinder efforts to 
find a peace deal, which have stumbled over the scope and timing 
of an Israeli withdrawal on the strategic Golan Heights. “The 
Rabin government has again put forward the idea of secret 
negotiations, after having failed to impose its conditions on 
security arrangements" to accompany such a pullout, the newspap- 
er said. Mr. Habin on Friday called for Syria to enter secret 
discussions. Ambassador-level talks resumed last month but have 
failed to make progress on the issue of security arrangements to 
accompany any Israeli withdrawal on the Heights which it has 
occupied since 196?. Syria wants demilitarisation to cover an equal 
area cm both sides, a call which Mr. Rabin categorically rejected 
saying Israel is a much smaller country. 
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King sends 
condolences to Egypt 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Smtday sent cable of condo- 
. fences to Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak over the 
death of 44 people in a road 
accident. King Hussein 
voiced deep sorrow over the 
accident and expressed his 
condolences and those of the 
Jordanian people and gov- 
ernment to President Mubar- 
and 
i victims. 


--nn 2 rjvf- ak, the Egyptian people 
;■ ■'*< to the families of the victi 
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Russia ‘cannot 
live up to treaty’ 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Russian 
Defence Minister Pavel 
Grachev said Sunday that 
Russia could not live up to an 
agreement reducing conven- 
tional forces in Europe 
(CFE) and that the pact 
would have to be changed. In 
an interview with the Russian 
news agency Interfax, the de- 
. fence minister said the reason 
Russia could not make all the 
redactions called for in the 
1990 pact was the brutal war 
. in Chechenya, where Russia 
has been battling separatists. 
“Russia cannot apply the 
' treaty except in a context of 
stability,” he said. “The 
quantity of arms and military 
equipment mat the treaty 
' allows Russia is insufficient. 
. That is why the defence and 
foreign ministries are ex- 
plaining to our partners the 
importance of revising it, 
said Mr. Grachev. 

Algerian polls 
’as planned' 
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. ’ - ALGIERS (AFP) — .Pres- 
idential elections will take 
place before the end of the 
year as planned, a spokesman 
"• for the Algerian president 
said at a press conference 
n - : here Sunday. Elections are 

- r opposed by four parties who 
in January signed a so-called 
/ iT "- “national contract” — a plat- 
& form for talks with the gov- 

- eminent drawn up at a meet- 
; r ; ing in Rome, and rejected by 

v : Algeria’s .military-backed 

regime. Hie four are the 
National Liberation Front 
(FIN, the former ruling par- 
ty), the Socialist Forces’ 
Front (FFS), the Movement 

- for Democracy in Algeria 

- (MDA) and the Islamic Re- 
~ sistance Movement (MRI-A1 

Nahda). In addition, the 
communist Al Ithahdi move- 
ment has also stated its 
opposition to elections, 
r: Another party which he did 

-• not name remained “sceptic- 
al," said spokesman Mihoub 
Mihoubi following bilateral 
^ talks on the elections be- 
' tween President Liamine 
; - Zeroual and 15 parties and 
organisations. But Mr. 
Mihonbi said that five parties 
and four civilian organisa- 
tions, including the powerful 
»: UGTA trade union bad back- 
- . . cd the idea of an election (5 

• ^ ikflkd ***** Page 12). 

* Iran: American 
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NICOSIA (R) — Iran’s head 
of judiciary has hinted that a 
U-S. citizen detained since 
W92 and accused of having 
“Oks with foreign spies could 
be pardoned or have his sent- 
ence reduced. Ayatollah 
Mohammad Yazdi was 
an ®wering a question at a 
?®ws conference on Saturday 
Tehran on the fate of 
Muton Meyer, a long-time 
flesident of Iran who, Iranian 
officials said, was arrested 
j**anse he had links with 
foreign intelligence agencies 
*od had sold sensitive econo- 
sac information. 

Alfl defends 
t arrests 

..CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
.'■.Interior Minister Hassan Al 
V/Alfi Sunday defended arrests 
..of doctors accused of sup- 
porting violence and said the 
! ^security situation in the coun- 
’ try had improved. Statements 
’ criticising uic arresis uo iwi 
’. j Serve national security or sta- 
^'taty, in fact they are an 
rSatement,” General Alfi 
'; pkl participants in a traffic 
,/fonference at the Cairo 
VjjQlioe academy. Opposition 
’ .'■Newspapers have accused the 
>Aterior Ministry of holding 
‘ “Ve members of the medical 
Non as political nri«oners. 


Iraqi cabinet rejects 
U.N. sale proposal 

Baghdad prepares people for more hardship 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
The Iraqi government has re- 
jected a U.N. resolution 
allowing it to export limited 
amounts of oil -to buy food 
and medicine, state television 
said. 

A five-hour cabinet meet- 
ing chaired by President Sad- 
dam Hussein late Saturday 
agreed unanimously to “re- 
ject categorically the resolu- 
tion because it dangerously 
strikes a blow at Iraq’s 
sovereignty.” 

President Saddam told his 
ministers that “the sovereign- 
ty of the oountry, for which 
the Iraqis have fought and 
shed their blood, requires 
that everything is done to 
preserve it,” the official 
agency INA said. 

A session of parliament is 
expected to be called in com- 
ing days to announce Iraq’s 
formal verdict on the resolu- 
tion. 

U.N. Resolution 986, 
sponsored notably by the Un- 
ited States and Britain, 
allows Baghdad to sell up to 
SI billion worth of oil per 
quarter for the humanitarian 
purposes under international 
supervision. 

“The new resolution im- 
poses a series of constraints 
on the present and the future 
of Iraq,” the cabinet said 
according to the television. 

. “It Is nothing more than .a 
manoeuvre by the United 
States to prevent the applica- 
tion of paragraph 22 of- 
(U.N.) Resolution 687.” 

Paragraph 22 allows for a 
lifting of the oil embargo 
imposed on Iraq when it in- 
vaded Kuwait in August 1990 
once the United Nations is 
persuaded that Iraq has eli- 
minated its weapons of mass 
destruction. 

The Iraqi television report 
said the cabinet underlined 
that Iraq had honoured re- 

2 uirements for a lifting of the 
f.N. oil embargo. 

“This resolution.... dis- 
tracts attention of Iraqi 
friends to work for (the lifting 
of the oil ban),'* it said. 

The cabinet stressed Iraq 
would continue lobbying for 
a total end to sanctions and 


Sharif Zeid 
meets Aziz 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker Sunday received 
Iraqi Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Tareq Aziz, who arrived 
here Saturday on his way 
back home after attending 
the United Nations Security 
Council review of the U.N.- 
sanctkms on Iraq. 

Mr. Am. briefed Sharif 
Zeid on the outcome of his 
visit to New York and -the 
Iraqi position towards the 
latest Security Connell re- 
solution which allows Iraq 
to sell $2 billion worJi of its 
ofl to cover humanitarian 
needs. The meeting was 
attended by Iraqi ambassa- 
dor to Jordan Nouri Ismael 
Al Wais. 

said Baghdad had met all 
requirements to dismantle 
banned weapons in its arsen- 
al. 

Iraq’s rejection of the offer 
anil likely sharpen rifts in the 
international community on 
how to deal with Baghdad. 

But it will, at least in the 
short term, boost oil markets. 
Analysts had expected prices 
to tumble by up to a dollar a 
barrle if Iraq agreed to the 
U.S. and British-proposed 
deal and pumped over 
700,000 barrels of oil per day 
onto world markets. 

The Ira<]t press on Sunday 
plastered its front pages with 
criticism of the “suspicious 
project” from Washington, 
which it accused of "torpe- 
doing efforts” to secure a 
total lifting of the crippling 
oil embargo. 

The daily Al Jumuriya said 
the U.N. offer "includes 
points which block Iraq’s 
efforts for the lifting of the 
embargo.” 

Speaker of Parliament 
Saadi Mehdi Saleh told a 
rally in Baghdad on Saturday 
that the Iraqi people rejected 
the new resolution and would 
pt nothing less than a 


total end to sanctions. 

Around 15,000 Iraqis 
gathered at two demonstra- 


tions in the capita] to protest 
the U.N. offer. 

Under the resolution 
adopted Friday, money 
raised from oil sales would go 
into a U.N. -controlled 
escrow account and some 
would be set aside to fund 
humanitarian aid to Kurds in 
northern Iraq, compensation 
to Kuwait and missions by 
U.N. disarmament experts. 

The cabinet decided to “re- 
commend” the categoric re- 
jection of this resolution,” 
the television said without 
saying who the recommenda- 
tion would be made to. 

The Revolutionary Com- 
mand Council sharply criti- 
cised the resolution on Friday 
but decided to give parlia- 
ment and professional and 
labour bodies the chance to 
study it. 

It described Resolution 986 
as “worse and more danger- 
ous” than two similar resolu- 
tions adopted in 1991 which 
Baghdad rejected. 

The U.N. Security Council 
has repeatedly renewed the 
sanctions despite Baghdad's 
protests that it has complied 
with U.N. Gulf war resolu- 
tions and amid growing calls 
for an easing of the embargo 
which has crippled the Iraqi 
economy. 

The United States and Bri- 
tain are firmly opposed, 
arguing that Iraq has not yet 
satisfied— aH ^ dre T i - U. N: - - de- 
mands arising out of the 1991 
Gulf war when a U.S.-led 
coalition drove Iraqi forces 
out of Kuwait. 

The latest report by U.N, 
disarmament chiefs last Mon- 
day said Baghdad had failed 
to account for missing cul- 
tures which could be used to 
make biological weapons. 

United Arab Emirates De- 
fence Minister General 
sheikh Mohammad Ben 
Rashid Al Maktoum wel- 
comed in remarks published 
on Sunday the U.N. resolu- 
tion and railed for an end to 
sanctions. 

“Till when will the Iraqi 
people suffer from the 
(U.N.) economic embargo 
and Arab isolation?” asked 

(Continued on page 7) 


Rabin sees no problem with 
Palestinian state in Gaza 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin sees no problem 
with the creation of a Palesti- 
nian state in the Gaza Strip, 
but doubts Palestinians 
would accept it, according to 
an interview published Mon- 
day. 

Mr. Rabin, interviewed in 
occupied Jerusalem last week 
by the magazine U.S. News 
and World Report, said of a 
Palestinian state in Gaza: “If 
it would be possible, I don’t 
see any problem in it.” 
However, he added, “I 
don’t believe that any Palesti- 
nian will accept it." 

Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat in early April 
rejected a similar suggestion 
by Israeli Foreign Affairs 
Minister Shimon Peres. 

The' PLO leader predicted 
that an independent Palesti- 
nian state limited to the Gaza 
Strip would wind up per- 
manently separating it from 
the West Bank, whose auton- 
omy is envisioned by the Oslo 
declaration of principles. 

"I don't believe that the 
whole land of Israel should- 
be a Jewish state,” Mr. Rabin 
told the weekly U.S. news- 
magazine. 

Tt will not work. It will be 
Bosnia,” he emphasised. 
“Therefore, I would like to 
see next to Israel a Palesti- 
nian entity in most or in 
considerable, areas of the 
West Bank where most of the 
Palestinians live; in most of 
Gaza but not a return to the ’ 
pre-(1967) lines." 

The prime minister reiter- 
ated his desire for “a united 
Jerusalem under Israeli 


sovereignty.” 

“In the long run,” he said, 
“I would like to see some sort 
of working together as a sys- 
tem, with Jordan and Israel 
as states and Palestine as an 
entity, less than a state.” 
He again linked the imple- 
mentation of phase two of the 
declaration of principles — 
the extension .of Palestinian 
autonomy in the West Bank, 
scheduled in July — to prog- 
ress made by the PLO in 
curbing militant violence. 

In a separate interview, 
Mr. Rabin defended the lag- 
ging peace process, declaring 
mat century-old conflicts can- 
not simply be baited “with a 
stopwatch.” 

Despite growing Israeli 
scepticism over Palestinian 
self-rule in Gaza and Jericho, 
Mr. Rabin said “I will not 
measure my policy in search 
of peace .... in accordance 
with the polls.” 

In an interview on ABC 
television, Mr. Rabin deman- 
ded a tougher crackdown on 
militants by Mr. Arafat. 

"We have one alternative, 
to work with the partner 
which is ready for peace 
headed by Chairman Ara- 
fat,” Mr. Rabin said. But “1 
don't believe he (Arafat) has 
tried seriously.” 

“But fighting this kind of 
terrorism ... by Hamas and 
the Islamic Jihad needs deter- 
mination, readiness to use his 
own armed law-enforcement 
forces and to take measures 
to bring people to the courts, 
to put people in jail, to take 
measures to undermine the 
capabilities of these terror- 
ists,” he said. 

The test for Mr. Arafat, he 
said “is to prove he carry out 


his responsibilities ... to 
maintain law and order only 
in territory under his control. 
Unless he’ll do it, there will 
be no possibility for Palesti- 
nians in Jericho and Gaza 
and to develop their eco- 
nomy, no one will invest 
there ...” 

Nabil Shaath, a Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
minister close to Mr. Arafat, 
defended his government's 
actions in an interview on the 
same programme. 

“We are doing very much 
on our side short of going to 
civil war, which we don’t 
want to do,” Dr. Shaath said. 

Dr. Shaath said the Palesti- 
nians have “gradually in- 
creased the tempo of arrests 
and arms confiscation and 
measures of reprisal” against 
the militants, while trying to 
curb what he described as 
“typical Third World viola- 
tions of human rights.” 

“Now for first time, 76 per 
cent of the Palestinian people 
are with us, to disarm and 
prosecute terrorists,” he said. 
“Our patience and our efforts 
gained what we most needed, 
public support” for anti- 
terrorism. 

Dr. Shaath said he and Mr. 
Rabin agree that the peace 
process is “irreversible." 

Even if Mr. Rabin’s 
Labour government were de- 
featd, be predicted that tbe 
next Israeli government 
would support continuing 
peace efforts. 

He recalled that it was the 
late conservative Likud 
prime minister, Menachem 
Begin, who concluded 
Israel’s peace agreement with' 
Egypt. 



Israeli poOce and soldiers carry the body of one of the three Palestinians who were shot dead in an ambush by an Israeli special 
□nit in Hebron on Sunday (AFP photo) 

Israelis kill 3 ‘wanted’ Calls for 
Palestinians in Hebron freedom, 

justice 
on Easter 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli security 
forces killed three Palesti- 
nians on Sunday in the West 
Bank town of Hebron, the 
army said. 

The army said the three 
were militants who were re- 
ported on Israel’s most- 
wanted list for a string of fatal 
attacks on Jewish settlers. 

Palestinian witnesses said 
the Israelis were dressed as 
Arabs and ambushed the 
men as they drove their white 
Subaru through an olive 
grove. Reporters saw the 
bullet-riddled car and bodies 
lying in the field nearby. 

“The Israelis were under- 
cover and they exchanged 
fire for about 10 minutes,” 
said Marwan Abu Shuker, 
35, who lives next to the 
ambush site. "The Israelis 
fired until they were sure the 
Palestinians were dead.” 

The army spokesman con- 
firmed that security forces 
killed three men in Hebron 
and that there were no Israeli 
casualties. 

Hebron residents said the 
three militants were members 
of a cell from the militant 
Hamas group that has carried 
out a number of fatal attacks 
on Jewish settlers in the Heb- 
ron area. They identified one 
of the dead as Taher 
Kafisheh, known as the cell’s 
leader. 

However, members of 
Kefisheh's family arrived at 
Israel’s military government 
headquarters in Hebron to 
identify the body, and 
emerged dancing and shout- 


ing that he was not among the 
dead. 

The army found four auto- 
matic rifles, hand grenades 
and ammunition in the car, 
Israel radio said. 

The bodies lay on the 
ground for about four hours. 
As they were being removed, 
Palestinian women shouted 
to the soldiers: “Long live 
Hamas. You killed three, but 
five more will come out.” 

Palestinians named two of 
the militants as Adel Fallah, 
23, and Tareq Natashe, 22. 

Fallah’s father Sayed iden- 
tified the body of his son, 
who had knifed two settlers 
on the edge of Hebron two 
months ago. 

“They had been hunting 
my son since then. Fm proud 
of him. I hope I can do the 
same thing,” he said. 

“The three were responsi- 
ble for a large number of 
shooting attacks in which six 
Israeli civilians were killed 
and 12 wounded,” a military 
statement said. 

It said the Palestinians 
were killed in an exchange of 
fire during an operation by 
Israel’s Shin Bet secret 
police, paramilitary border 
police and the army. 

Two of the three "have 
been wanted for a long time. 
There is still a lot to do. 
There are additional squads 
which must be pursued relen- 
tlessly and eliminated,” said 
Major-General Dan Biran, 
chief of the army’s central 
district. 

While Israel battled Hamas 
on the ground, the Palesti- 


nian National Authority 
(PNA) fought the guerrillas 
in court, jailing Hamas activ- 
ists for the first time. 

Hamas and the Islamic 
Jihad group have been chal- 
lenging a 19-month-oId, 
Israeli-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) peace 
deal with attacks on Israelis, 
the latest a week ago when 
suicide bombers killed eight 
Jews in the Gaza Strip. 

Members of the PLO and 
Hamas from Gaza agreed to 
a truce on Friday by Mr. 
Arafat refused to accept it 
without a Hamas commit- 
ment to stop attacks on 
Israelis from the Palestinian 
self-rule areas, Gaza and 
Jericho. 

The army reimposed a 
round-the-clock curfew on 
the Hebron area it had eased 
on Saturday. Israeli forces 
have been on high alert 
against guerrilla attacks since 
the start of the week-long 
Passover holiday on Friday 
night. 

Hebron, scene of a mosque 
massacre last year in which a 
Jewish settler killed at least 
30 Palestinians, has long been 
a flashpoint of violence. Last 
month, Palestinians 
-Jim bushed an Israeli bus in 
the town, killing two Jewish 
settlers. 

In Gaza, a Palestinian 
military court jailed for two 
years Hamas activists 
Mohammad Abu Shamala 
and Riad Al A tar. Israel 
Radio said they were sus- 

(Continned on page 7) 


General fears Turkish Vietnam 
in Iraq, suggests May pullout 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Fearing a quagmire, the 
National Security Council 
(NSC) has recommended 
pulling Turkish troops out of 
northern Iraq by mid-May, 
newspapers reported Sunday. 

The council, whose deci- 
sions are usually followed by 
the government, made the 
recommendation after a 
briefing Friday by General 
Ismail Hakki Karadayi, chief 
of staff. Gen. Karadayi said 
northern Iraq was almost 
cleared of Kurdish rebels, the 
daily Hurriyet said. 

Turkey sent 35,000 troops 
inside northern Iraq Last 
month to wipe out Turkish 
Kurdish rebel bases. The re- 
bels have been fighting for 
autonomy in southeastern 
Turkey since 1984. 

President Suleyman De- 
mirei led the NSC meeting,' 
and was joined by Prime 
Minister Tansu Ciller,' 
cabinet members and high- 
level civilian and military au- 
thorities. 

Gen. Karadayi expressed 
concern that if tbe troops 
remain in northern Iraq, the 
operation would become "a 
quagmire for the Turkish 
troops like' Vietnam became 
one for the U.S. troops,” the 


reports said. 

Iraqi Kurds control the 
area, which is out of reach of 
the Iraqi military, and has 
been patrolled by a U.S.-led 
allied air force since the end 
of the Gulf war. 

The NSC decision allows 
Ms. Ciller, who flew to the 
United States on Saturday for 
a one-week visit, to give a 
withdrawal timetable to U.S. 
authorities, Milliyer said. The 
incursion has been criticised 
by many of Turkey’s allies. 

Ms. Ciller will meet with 
President Bill Clinton on 
Wednesday. 

The Arab League again 
urged Turkey to end the 
military incursion and pull its 
troops out of Iraq. 

The message was relayed 
by Arab League Secretary- 
General Esmat Abdul 
Meguid to Metin Mekik, Tur- 
key’s ambassador in Cairo 
where the league's headquar- 
ters are located. 

Mr. Mekik said his country 
did not intend to keep its 
troops in northern Iraq for 
long but stressed that Turkey 
could not set a deadline for 
moving out its soldiers be- 
cause “the military oper- 
taions were tied to circumst- 
ances outside Turkey’s con- 


trol.” 

He said Mr. Abdul Meguid 
handed him a letter to Tur- 
kish Foreign Minister Erdal 
Inonu which emphasised “the 
necessity for Turkey to with- 
draw its troops from northern 
Iraq.” 

Mr. Inonu assured hi$ Ira- 
nian counterpart Akbar 
Velayati in a message on 
Sunday that the withdrawal 
would take place in the “im- 
mediate future,” the Islamic 
Republic News Agency 
(IRNA) reported . from 
Tehran. 

After Turkish troops with- 
draw, Turkey would rely on 
Iraqi Kurdish authorities to 
maintain security in northern 
Iraq (see page 12). The NSC 
agreed that Turkish fighters 
would return if the Kurdish 
rebels threaten Turkey after 
the withdrawal, Hurriyet 
said. 

On Saturday, the rebels 
carried out an ambush in Hie 
Hamam valley, one 
kilometre south of the Tur- 
kish border, killing 11' Tur- 
kish soldiers. It was the 
largest rebel counterattack 
since the incursion began. 

The military said on Sun- 

(Continued on page 7) 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Thousands of 
pilgrims thronged Jerusalem 
on Easter Sunday and the 
Latin patriarch called for 
Israel to allow all Palestinians 
access to the city. 

Pilgrims from around the 
world stood in rapt attention 
as the Roman Catholic pat- 
riarch, Michel Sabbah, said 
mass at the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre, traditional 
site of Jesus’s tomb in Jeru- 
salem's Old City. Some 
women cried. 

. Referring to Israel’s nearly 
total closure of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip since 
March 1993 that bars some 
two million Palestinians from 
Jerusalem and Israel, he said:' 

“The authorities have the 
responsibility to risk the new 
life in this land, the risk of 
total peace, of the retreat of 
their soldiers from the daily 
life of the people, the risk of 
the opening of Jerusalem.” 

Patriarch Sabbah told wor- 
shippers that all people, even 
members of the Hamas 
movement and Jewish mili- 
tants, both opposed to the 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) peace 
deal, had to learn to share the 
Holy Land. 

“We say that all of us are 
brothers and sisters: Palesti- 
nians, Israelis, Jews, Christ- 
ians and Muslims, Hamas 
and Jewish extremists, all, we 
are brothers and sisters,” he 
said. 

In an Easter message issued 
earlier, Patriarch Sabbah 
hailed Israel’s plans to cele- 
brate the 3,000th anniversary 
of the biblical King David’s 
proclamation of Jerusalem as 
his capital, but warned 
against it being used to stake 
present-day claims on the 
city. 

“David is king and 
prophet. As such he is vener- 
ated by Jews, Christians and 
Muslims. His memory should 
bring all closer to reconcilia- 
tion he wrote. 

“If, on the contrary, 
celebrations are to reaffirm 
the strength of one people 
over the other, or to put an 
emphasis on the exclusive 
appropriation of Jerusalem 
by one people at the expense 
of another, then they will 
bring more disputes." 

In March, Jerusalem’s Jew- 
ish mayor, Ehud Olmcrt, re- 
vealed plans for 15-months of 
festivities beginning in 
September to celebrate 
David’s claim to the city. Mr, 
Olmert, of Israel’s right-wing 
Likud Party, has insisted the 
anniversary had no political 
aim. 

Sunday was Easter for 
Catholic and Protestants but 
also Palm Sunday for ortho- 
dox churches that follow a 
different calendar. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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■lame & Middle East News 


Sfeir paints bleak 
Lebanon picture 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s 
Maronite Christian patriarch, 
in an Easter message, painted 
a bleak picture of the coun- 
try, citing lack of sovereignty, 
human rights breaches and an 
acute economic crisis. 

Patriarch NasraUah Bout- 
ros Sfeir, speaking few days 
after Lebanese marked the 
20th anniversary of the start 
of the country's devastating 
1975-90 civil war, warned the 
situation must be rectified 
“before it is too late.” 

■‘Our national mil is cap- 
tive, human rights are not 
always respected, the admi- 
nistration is worn -out, pat- 
ronage is prevalent," Pat- 
riarch Sfeir, widely seen as 
the last effective Christian 
Voice in Lebanon, said at a 
weekend sermon attended by 
Maronite President Elias 
Hrawi and other officials. 

"Lebanese are suffering at 
this stage of their national Hie 
more than in the past few 
years,” he said in the speech 
from his seat of Bkirki in the 
Christian heartland north of 
Beirut. 

A national reconciliation 
pact signed in Taif, Saudi 
Arabia, in 1989 ended the 
civil war a year later and the 
country has since launched a 
slow-paced reconstruction 
campaign. 

Referring to grievances 
among Lebanon's 1.4 million 
once-dominant minority 
Christians they are being dis- 
criminated against, he said: 
"Rule, contrary to what is 
stipulated in the (Taif) 
national accord, is not bar 
lanced." 

Many Christians who say 
their community emerged 
weakened from the 1975-90 
civil war argue the Arab- 
brokered Taif pact which di- 
vided power equally between 
Christians and Muslims is 
being implemented in a way 
disfavouring them. 

Traditionally opposed to 


Damascus’ political strangle- 
hold over Beirut, many 
Christians argue Lebanon 
will not be truly free until 
Syria’s 35,000 troops, acting 
as peacekeepers, and Israel's 
1,000-strong occupation force 
in South Lebanon leave. 

The Christians, most of 
whom boycotted parliamen- 
tary polls in 1992 saying they 
wanted elections free of 
Damascus’ tutelage, say they 
are not well represented in 
government and parliament. 

Patriarch Sfeir, also a car- 
dinal, said rivalry over public 
jobs on a sectarian baas has 
overburdened the cash- 
starved treasury and the eco- 
nomic crisis gripping the 
country was exhausting 
Lebanese. 

"Debts are accumulating 
one month after another,” he 
added. 

Lack, of trust in post-war 
Lebanon war preventing hun- 
dreds of thousands of 
Lebanese who emigrated 
during the war from return- 
ing “at a time when the 
homeland is in dire need to 
their eneigies and brains," 
Patriarch Sfeir said. 

"All of this needs to be 
rectified before it is too late," 
he said. 

"If the train of (Middle 
East) peace arrives and we 
are still in this situation and 
have not prepared the plans 
which allows us to join the 
march, we don’t know what 
our fate will be." 

The government of Prime 
Minister Rafik A1 Hariri has 
launched a multi-billion dol- 
lar reconstruction campaign, 
hoping Lebanon would re- 
gain at least part of its role as 
a business and financial cen- 
tre in a peaceful Middle East. 


But the priorities and pace 
of his programme have been 


under fire and many 
Lebanese are bitter at the 
economic hardships they still 
face. 


Denktash faces run-offl 
in presidential election 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Veteran 
Turkish-Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash faces a run-off 
against a fonder ally in a 
presidential vote in break- 
away northern' Cyprus after 
foiling to clinch a first round 
Saturday, official results 
showed. 

It will be the first time Mr. 
Denktash, running for his 
third term as president, has 
been forced into a second 
round of balloting in 30 years 
of power. 

Mr. Denktash, 71, won 40 
per cent of the first round 
vote, according to results 
based on 82 per cent of the 
poll. 

He now faces a head-on 
meeting next Saturday with 
Dervis Eroglu. leader of the. 
National Unity Party which 
Mr. Denktash helped set up 
before the two men fell out 
over interco minimal talks on 
Cyprus. 

“I regret the party political 
divisions marking this pres- 
idential election, while by de- 
finition tiie president is above 
parties,” Mr. Denktash said late 
Saturday. 

Mr. Eroglu, prime minister 
from 1985 to 1993, won 24 
per cent of the first round 
vote behind Mr. Denktash 
who needed an absolute 
majority to avoid a run-off. 

Mr. Denktash is running as 
an independent but is sup- 
ported oy the centre-right 
Democrat Party, one of the 
two ruling coalition parties. 


The most likely scenario in 
the second round would be 
an alliance between Mr. Dfr 
riktash and the other member 
of the coalition, the Republi- 
can Turkish Party, whose 
leader Ozker Ozgur polled 
third with 19 per cent of the 
vote. 


Cyprus has been divided 
into Turkish and Greek sec- 
tors since 1974 when Turkish 
mainland troops invaded the 
northern third of die island 
after a coup in Nicosia back- 
ed by Greece. 

The Turkish republic of 
northern Cyprus set up in 
1983 is recognised only by 
Ankara, but Mr. Denktash 
has been acknowledged as 
leader of his community since 
mtercommunal strife first 
erupted .in post- 
independence Cyprus in 
1963. 


Saturday's poll was seen as 
the first real test for Mr. 
Denktash in three decades of 
power. He won 70.2 per cent 
of the vote in 1985 and 66.7 
per cent in 1990. 

Mr. Denktash had said he 
would not run for another 
five-year term but changed 
his mind because of what be 
called a deluge of appeals 
from his community. 

A hardliner in stalled talks 
on setting up a U.N.- 
brokered federation, he cam- 
paigned on a pledge to make 
major progress in 1996 to- 
wards unifying the island. 



42 accused 
deny charge 
in Egyptian 
court trial 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Forty- 
two suspects entered pleas of 
innocent Sunday to charges 
that they were members of a 
terrorist group attempting to 
overthrow the government. 

Six of the defendants also 
told the judge they were tor- 
tured in prison, and the judge 
ordered the court doctor to 
investigate. 

There was no report about 
medical checks for five other 
defendants who had com- 
plained of torture at a pre- 
vious hearing. 

The government denies it 
is mistreating prisoners. 

The 42 are charged with 
membership in the Jihad 
group, which assassinated 
President Anwar Sadat, and 
with attacks against the gov- 
ernment. The group has 
operated in recent years 
under the name Vanguards of 
Conquest. 

Conviction can result in a 
death penalty or long prison 
terms. 

The defendants include 
three militants serving prison 
terms for the 1981 shooting of 
Sadat. The prosecutor intro- 
duced evidence from hand- 
writing experts indicating 
that the three wrote letters 
from jail to their followers on 
the use of weapons and ex- 
plosives. 

Sunday's session was main- 
ly procedural. The judge, 
who cannot be identified for 
security reasons, heard the 
defendants enter their pleas, 
then registered the names of 
their attorneys. 

The next hearing was sche- 
duled for April 29. 

Families and lawyers were 
allowed to attend. They had 
been banned from the first 
session April 12. 

Some relatives complained 
they had not been able to see 
the detainees for four 
months. 

The indictment says the 
defendants formed their 
group in 1988. Two members 
were accused of killing a 
policeman and stealing his 
weapons and murdering two 
Coptic Christians while rob- 
bing their jewellery shop in 
1994. 

Another is accused of 
stealing ammunition from an 
army depot. Others are 
charged with illegal posses- 
sion of weapons, explosives 
and ammunition. 

Extremists have waged a 
three-year campaign of vio- 
lence to try to overthrow 
Egypt’s secular government 
and replace it with strict Isla- 
mic rule. 



An Israeli policeman examines the bullet- 
ridden car in which three Palestinians were 
shot dead in ambush by an Israeli special unit 
In Hebron on Sunday. Three militants, belong- 


to an underground cell of the Ezaadm 
A! Qassam, the military wing of Hamas, had 
been wanted by the Israeli army (see page one) - 
(AFP photo) 


Families lose track of Hamas and 
Jihad members in crackdown 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Crowds of veiled women and 
elderly men flock to Gaza 
Gey’s central jail each day to 
search for relatives rounded 


up in a huge Palestinian 
police crackdown on mili- 


tants. 

Saturday was visiting day 
but most people went simply 
to find oat where a son, 
father, or cousin had been 
locked up after police took 
them from their homes in a 
sweep of members of the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas) and Islamic 
Jihad. 

More than "200 people have 
been arrested in the past 
week since the two groups 
claimed suicide bombings in 
the* Gaza Strip which lolled 
seven Israelis and an Amer- 
ican. 

"I heard his name called 
out. he is in this jail," said a 
mother whose son was 
arrested last week. She was 
told by a policeman to wait 


her tom, together with her 
-in-law and three 


daughter- 
children. 

But others around her got 
less information. One of 
them, Abu Mohammad, stiB- 
had no news of his 17-year- 
old son, nor of his brother. 

“I went to the navy-center, 
and they sent me here, but so 
for I can't get any informa- 
tion. I need to know where 
they are," he said. 

The crackdown is seen 
here as Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) chief 
Yasser Arafat’s most serious 
attempt so for at curbing 


radical militants opposed to 
the autonomy agreement 
' with Israel. 

The suicide attacks on 
April 9 infuriated the Palesti- 
nian leader who has dismis- 
sed a reconciliation bid with 
opposition groups, insisting 
instead that they respect his 
agreements with Israel. 

Those arrested can be 
taken to any one of the cen- 
tres belonging to at least 
eight different Palestinian 
security services, including 
military intelligence, the spe- 
cial Force 17 and general 
intelligence. 

, After questioning, they are 
either released or transferred 
to Gaza City's central Saray 
jail. Officials have no exact 
figure for those released. 

Last week's arrests raised 
to around 350 the number of 
people held in Palestinian 
jails on suspicion of anti- 
Israeli attacks, according to 
lawyer Jamal A1 Sossi. They 
include some 100 members of 
Islamist and other opposition 
groups held in the past six 
months. 

Police say 150 militants 
from the armed wings of 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad are 
now behind bars, but Hamas 
dismissed the figure as in- 
flated. 

Only three, all Islamic 
Jihad members, have so for 
been charged and sentenced 
for up to 25 years by the new 
Palestinian state security 
court, a military court which 
allows no right of appeal. 

Em ad Abu Oudah, 24, said 
he was released from the 


central prison after signing a 
declaration that he would 
obey the law or risk facing 
“maximum penalty." 


During his four-day stay in 
lim if he 


jail, police asked him 
would welcome orders from 
his Hamas superiors to go on 
a suicide bombing mission. 

"I told them each one of us 
has different family condi- 
tions, I have three children 
who need my care so I would 
not accept to become* a 
suicide bomber," he said. 

Mr. Abu Oudah, who was 
waiting to see his father, still 
in jail, said he was generally 
well treated during question- 
ing. But he added: “I saw 
three people who had been 
taken from another prison to 
hospital, then to our cell. 
They had been badly beaten 
and were almost uncon- 
scious. 

"Some interrogators are 
mean, they try to provoke us 
with insults and beat us if we 
respond.” 

Sometimes the interroga- 
tion turned into an exchange 
of ideas. . 

“I told them they must 
release the' detainees so we 
can all get together and 
agree." said Yousef A1 Seifi, 
75, a Hamas supporter. He 
was arrested with four of his 
sons, also Hamas members as 
they dashed with police dur- 
ing a raid on therr home. 

"We (Hamas) shonld de- 
ride to cany out no more 
operations in Gaza... we 
must protect both Hamas and 
the Palestinian Authority," 
he said. 


Somali warlord sees disintegration threat 


MOGADISHU ■ (AFP) — 
Somalia’s self-styled Presi- 
dent Ali Mahdi Mohammad 
warned Saturday that Soma- 
lia could distintegrate if a 
government of national unity 
was not established within 90 
days. 

"The new phenomenon of 
autonomous authorities in 
some regions of the country 
depresses me," said Mr. Ali 
Mahdi. whose sentiments 
were prompted at least in 
part by the derision two 
weeks ago of the Digjl and 
Mirifle communities in south- 
ern Somalia to establish an 
autonomous region. 

Mr. Ali Mahdi’s Somali 
Salvation Alliance (SSA) 
controls northern areas of the 
capital, Mogadishu. The SSA 
includes the United Somali 
Congress-Soma li Patriotic 
Movement (USC/UPM) fac- 
tions. 

The southern half of the 
city and most of its environs 


are controlled by rival war- 
lord General Mohammad 
Farah Aideed's Somali 
National Alliance (SNA) fac- 
tion. 

"If the Somalis fail to 
establish a government, the 
country will end up in clan- 
ruled emirates which is much 
more disastrous than the 
mess we were found in 1991- 
92,” said Mr. Ali Mahdi. 

Warfare between Mt. Ali 
Mahdi and Gen. Aideed's 
backers after the overthrow 
of dictator Mohammad Si ad 
Barre in January 1991 caused 
a massive famine and led to 
intervention by U.S. troops 
in December’ 1992. These 
troops were placed by U.N. 
peacekeepers, the last of 
whom pulled out this year. 

Mr. Ali Mahdi told the 
press conference that his fac- 
tion welcomed proposals by 
the U.N. Security Council to 
establish a small liaison office 
in Somalia to coordinate 


humanitarian assistance and 
to facilitate negotiations be- 
tween local warring clan lead- 
ers. 

"We condemn those 
opposing international efforts 
at a time when the death toll 
in Somalia from clan warfare 
exceeds between 1,000 and 
1,500 a day," Mr. Ali Mahdi 
said in reference to his arch- 
rival Aideed, who has vowed 
that he would never again 
accept any U.N. presence in 
Somalia. 

At a press conference in 
the Somali capital on 
Wednesday, Gen. Aideed ac- 
cused the United Nations in 

g ineral and U.N. Secretary 
eneral Boutros Ghaii in 
particular of having "created 
most of the rival factions in 
Somalia and supplied them 
with arms and money to fi- 
nance their war activities." 

“No Somali with a sense of 
nationalism wants the revival 
of the U.N. activities in this 


country, no one can accept 
U.N. offices in Somalia now. 
‘It is even inappropriate to 
talk about a U.N. return into 
Somali politics for the time 
being." Gen. Aideed stres- 
sed. 

But on Saturday Mr. Ali 
Mahdi reiterated the need for 
■ the U.N. presence in Somalia 
to ease threats of another 
civil war and appealed to the 
world community to spare no 
efforts in helping the Somali 
people. 

Asked to comment on the 
current fighting in Hiran re- 


gion north of Mogadishu be- 
Gedir 


tween the Habr Gedir militia 
supporting Gen. Aideed and 
Mr. Ali Mahdi’s own Hawa- 
dle supporters. Mr. Ali 
Mahdi appealed to both sides 
to stop fighting immediately. 

“Their problem is negoti- 
able if they are fighting for 
control of the road that links 
Mogadishu to the central re- 
gions,” said Mr. Ali Mahdi. 
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Iraq Kurdish children profit 
from Turkish army presence 


ZHAKO (AFP) — Turkey’s 
incursion into northern Iraq 
has become a profitable en- 
terprise for Iraqi Kurd chil- 
dren who are making good 
money from selling food and 
cigarettes to the troops. 

Every day after sunrise, 
Kerim Abdullah, a 13-year- 
old Kurdish boy. fetches 
newly-laid eggs from his hen- 
house and takes them to Tur- 
kish soldiers encamped 
across the road from bis vil- 
lage. 

Other boys are already 
waiting there in his village of 
Tsbisaua, some with different 
brands of cigarettes, the 
others with a large selection 
of diewing gums or fresh 
yoghurt 

In return, children also get 
to study tanks, cannon and 
other sophisticated military 
equipment that they had only 
ever seen on television until 
March 20, when Ankara 
launched its military offen- 
sive against Turkish Kurdish 
separatist guerrillas based in 
the area. 

More than 50 children are 
running small businesses 
catering for three Turkish 
the road be- 
border town 
latufa, a small 
30 kilometres 


camps along 
tween the 
of Zakho and 
town about 
further east 

“Since the Turkish army 
arrived, I have done good 
business. They like our fresh 


eggs.” said Kerim. 

It is a 1 two-way business: 
when new supplies arrive for 
the Turkish soldiers, they 
sometimes sell large quanti- 
ties of cigarettes to Kurdish 
boys who then resell them at 
a large profit. 

“They are really kind. 
Whenever they get a new 
load of soft drinks and Tur- 
kish biscuits, they distribute 

some of them free to us,” 
said Abdustar Rahim, 15. 

If they are lucky, the boys 
are also allowed to look over 
the sophisticated weaponry in 
the camps. 

“They are better than. 
Ram bo. We are even allowed 
to touch the weapons some- 
times,” said one small boy. 

The boys, however, are not 
afraid of the soldi cts. “Why 
should we be? Our own peo- 
ple are no less dangerous 
than them,” said Selim, 12, 
referring to the Iraqi Kurds 
who have waged war among 
themselves during the last 
year. 

Selim found it hard to be- 
lieve there were children only 
a few dozen kilometres away 
who had been forced to flee 
their homes with their pa- 
rents because of Turkish 
shelling. 

“These can’t be the same 
Torkish soldiers, because 
these here are definitely nice 
people,” he said. 





U.S. soldiers in ‘friendly fire’ 
incident awarded medals 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Three U.S. soldiers in a unit 
that accidentally killed an 
army sergeant with “friendly 
fire” during the Gulf war 
nonetheless received bronze 
stars for their actions, accord- ' 
ing to a report. 

The soldiers were awarded 
the medals based on “mis- 
leading statements and mis- 
representations” by three of 
their commanding officers, 
according to a confidential 
General Accounting Office 
(GAO) report on the army's 
inquiry into the incident, 
obtained by U.S. News and 
World Report. 

The GAO informed the 


a coverup, but was highly 
critical of four army inves- 
tigations that had recom- 
mended exonerating the 
officers. 



army of its findings in May 
1994.' And last August,’ the 


army inspector general uiged 
the army to revoke the 
awards. The army says it has 
begun that process, the 
magazine said. 


Colonel Douglas Starr, 
Lieutenant-Colonel John 
Daly and Captain Bo Friesen 
ultimately were reprimanded 
by the army for negligence , 
for allowing' their troops to 
cross battle boundary lines. 

But the reprimands of Col. . , 
Starr and Lt. Col. Daly, ; . 
which could damage the 
promotion chances of career . 
officers, were not placed in 
their permanent records, on - 
the orders of an army gener- - : 
al, the GAO said. Capt. 
Friesen ’s reprimand was ^ 
withdrawn. . . . H 


^ 
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Sergeant Douglas “Lance” 
Fielder, 22, was killed and 
another soldier was wounded 
Feb. 27, 1991 . when troops of 
the Third Armoured Cavalry 
regiment strayed outside 
their assigned battle area 
and, mistaking Fielder and 
four others for Iraqi troops, 
fired on their disabled 
ammunition carrier. 


“The (GAO) report says 
the officers cited their men 
for heroic efforts “involving 
conflict with an armed 
enemy' when, in fact, there 
was no enemy,” the maga- 
zine reported in its April 24 
edition. 


Fielder's mother, Deborah 
Shelton Harris, said she still 
was not satisfied the army has 
told the truth about her son’s 
death. He also received the 
bronze star, awarded after his 
death. 


Col. Starr has since retired 
from the army. Lt. Col. Daly, 
the son-in-law of General , 
Creighton Abrams, a hero at 
tiie battle of the Bulge and a 
former army chief of staff, i 
currently is assigned to the 
Pentagon. He declined to 
comment to the magazine. 

Capt. Friesen, who has left 1 
the army, told the magazine: 
“Friendly fire happens in a 
war. But this one could have 
been very easily prevented." 

Three soldiers under the 
command of Col. Starr, Lt ’ 
Col. Daly and Capt. Friesen 
received the bronze stars that 
are now in dispute. 

According to the GAO, 
the soldiers were honoured., 
for “bravery and valour, V 
“for clearing the sector 
enemy” and "excepti 
meritorious heroism iu 
face of hostile fire.’ 
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“It tarnishes Lance's 
bronze star," his mother said. ’It 
is just like spitting on the 
grave. I am stunned." 

The GAO, a congressional 
watchdog agency, reviewed 
the army’s investigation at 
the request of Senator Jim 
Sasser, a Tennessee Demo- 
crat, to determine whether 
the army’s probe was thor- 
ough. The GAO stopped 
short of.accusing the army of 


The citations were 
on false statements by 
Daly, Lt. Col. Starr and- 
others in the unit, the GAO 
said. In the case of two. 
awards, the incident was 
placed at an Iraqi airfield 27 
kilometres northeast of 
where Fielder was killed, 
which "seriously masked the 
actual events of the fratri- 
cide," the GAO said. 


Earlier inquiries which 
cleared the officers were “in- 
complete, inaccurate and not 
supported by available evi- 
dence,” the GAO found. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 77?ribl» 


PROGRAMME TWO 


14:60 . 


14:30. 
15:00 
15 JO . 

Hard Time on Planet Earth 
Pals 

16J0. 


17:00 . 
17:30 . 
)WW. 

Lea Rutons Lavcun. 

19:15. 


19:30 

2040. 

The Bold and the Beautiful 

20-J0 . 


21:10 . 


22.-00 News in English 


22£ 0 Straus* Dynasty 

23:20 

Features Film: "Nowhere To 
Hide” 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:40 Fujr 

«WC (Sunrise) Doha 

I2JS Dhuhr 

16:12 Asr 

19:09 Maghrch 

2*30 isha 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary «r Nazareth Church 
Swdflcb. Tel. H 107441 
Assemblies of God Church. Td. 

63Z7K5. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 6245911. 


Church oT the Annuodathm Tel. 
637440. 

De la Sane Church Td. 1*1757 

Terrasancta Church Td: 622366 
Church of the Annunciation Td. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Td. (JUKI. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Td. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 
775261. 

St- Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman International Church Td. 

652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Td: 

K24328. 

German -speaking Evangelical Con- 
gregation Td. 684195 
The Latter-Day Saints Td. 054932 
Church of Naz&rene Tcl.67569], 
The Evange&cal Local Church (u 
Amman 

Td. 81 1295 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 12/2K 

Aqaba 17 / 35 

Deserts 12 / ?<J 

Jordan Valley 15 / 33 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 25. Aqaba 33 Humidity 
readings: Amman 15 per cent*. 
Aqaba IS per ccm. 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Ahmad AITarif 9iK«Ub 

Khaiifch pharmacy VK54I7 


RJ Flight Information .... (1K-532UI) 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport UK-532110 


EMERGENCIES 


HOSPITALS 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment nf Mctcowhiyy. 


Khumasini weather conditions 
will prevail, so it will he hoi turd 
dusty with clouds appearing yi 
different altitudes. Winds will be 
westerly moderate gradually be- 
coming sowheauerly uclivc. In 
Aqaba. hot and dusty weather con- 
ditions an: expeaed with winds 
southerly active und seas rough. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Jamil Tarif 7947 III 

Dr. Ahhas Al Hakim 885446 

Dr Ramzr Mzawi 894778 

Di* Khalil Al Jbalj 7407*1 

Finis pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 77X336 

Al Ascmn pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy hLVi72 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacnuh pharmacy M4945 

Shntebinti pharmacy 637660 

Nainmjh pharmaev 623672 

Najih pharmacy ..." K47632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ali Al Omuri 272032 

A iq ud» pharmacy ( — ) 


Food Control Centre r»371 1 i 

Civil Defence Department 6611)1 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 61710! 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402- 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Scrurily Dcpartmcm .6311321 

Hold Complaints 615800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints .'. 7X7III 

Telephone Information 


(directuryassistanec) 12! 

erscas Cul 


Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 6231IH 

Ahdali Telephone Repairs obUui 

Jordan Television 77311 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority . * frXtiliN) 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 81381 3/32 
Khalidi Matcmitv. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akilch Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jahal Amman Maternity .... 641362 

Malhos'.J. Amman 6361411 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/V 

The Islamic. Ahdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahti. Ahdali 664164/6 

Italian. At-Muhajrccn ... 777 Hi 1/3 
Al-Bushir.J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital .... 60224(V5n 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Center for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqo Govt. Hospital (iN)9K3323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(IN)9tltl56tI 

Ibn Sina Hospital 1(19)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital HNWHMUtl 
Mad 

Princess Basina Hospital (021275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital |«!V!72275 
Ilw AJ Nafccs Hospital (02)2471110 


i Haw Hospital (10)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This informalhm rs supplied hv 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Oucen Afin Jn- 
rcnuiKHuf Airport Td. (flMSUUJ- 
5. where it should ulwan tie veri- 
fied. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 1 

(Terminal 1 ) 

*8:30 Madrid (add)fRj) 

•9:25 Sanaa (RJ) 

Vh3S Jeddah (RJ) 

10dW Damascus (RJ) 

19:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

10:48 New Delhi (RJ) 

>0:55 Beirut (RJ) 

Hh55 Dubui. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

DhuhramRJ) 

17:50 Cairo i RJ) 

18:00 New York. Amsterdam | RJ) 

2040 Cuwhlynca. Tunis (RJl 

28:05 Bangkok (RJ) 

21:20 Vienna (add) (RJ) 

21:35 Milan (RJ) 

00:15 Frankfurt (add) (RJ) 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

07:00 Khartoum (SD) 

10J5 Cairn (MS) 

13:40 .... Muscat. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

14:30 ...... Kicv(riU) 

18:45 Paris. Damascus (AF) 

IW5 Dubai (EK.) 

01:25 Amsterdam (KL) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

Ofc'fc Beirut (Rl) 

08:08 Aqaba (RJ) 

IL'15 Aqaba. Vienna (RJ) 

11:45 ... Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

12J0 Milan (RJ) 

London (RJ) 

13:20 Frankfurt (RJ) 

!*45 Cairo (RJ) 

14:15 Aqaba. Graz (add) I RJ) 

20=45 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

21:30 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

21:40 Damascus (RJ) 

23:00 Dubai. Muscat (RJl- 

23:59 Madrid (add)|RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

®6=00 Istanbul (TIC l 

*7:30 Rome (AZ) 

0 9- - 30 Beirut (ME) 

1 1=30 Cairo (MS) 

14:30 

Bahrain. Ahu Dhaht. Muscat (GF1 

i? 1 * Kiev (GUJ 

Dubai (EK) 

“2J0 Amsterdam (KL) 


HI J AZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 


Dep. Amman 8:00 every Monday 
Air. Damascus 

5:00 p.m. every Monday 

Dep. Damascus 

7:3ll a.m. every Sunday 
Arr. Amman 

5:iX) p.m. every Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

Uppcr/lowcr price in fils per kg- 

Apple 650/450 

Banana 680 

Banuna (Mukammar) 620 

Cabbage 130 1 7° 

Carrot 1WI0D 

Cauliflower 180/ 120 

Cucumbers (large) 90/50 

Cucumbers (small) ........ 160 / 90 

Eggplant 250/150 

Garlic 370/270 

Grape Leaves 1000 / 750 

Green beans 240 / 140 

Lemon 600/500 

Marrow (large) 80/(4) 

Marrow (small) ,.r. 170/80 

M iilukhiu 320 1 25« 

Onion (dry) MV W 

Orange 5NJ/400 

Peas 550/ JM 

Pepper (hot) .: 500 / 300 

Pepper (sweet) 400 / 250' 

Potato 260/ 180 

String Beans 300 / 170 

Tomato 27WIOO 
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MANAMA* (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Industry and Trade Ali 
A bul Ragheb opened, talks 
here Sunday with Bahraini 
government leaders in order 
to upgrade a fiabraini- 
Jordanian economic agree- 
ment signed in 1975. 

The talks covered topics of 
common interest to both 

countries, primarily on indus- 
try, agriculture, culture, tour- 
ism and transport. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb’s talks 
with Bahraini Minister of In- 
dustry and Trade Habib Qas- 
sam will pave the ground for 
Monday’s meeting of the 
joint Jordanian-Bahraini 
ministerial committee which 
will tackle economic and 

commerda] topics and the 
upgrading of die 1975 agree- 
ment. 


Mr. Abul Ragheb, who ar- 
rived in Manama Saturday, 
was earlier received by the 
country's tuler Shiekh Issa 
Ben Salman Al Khalifa and 
conveyed to him greetings 
from His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and reviewed with him 
Jordanian-Bahraini relations, 
pan-Arab affairs and issues of 
common interest. 

The minister was also re- 
ceived by Bahrain's prime 
minister. Sheikh Khalifeh 
Ben Salman. The two offi- 
cials reviewed bilateral rela- 
tions and economic and trade 
cooperation. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb had 
separate meetings with the 
president of the Bahraini 
Chamber of Industry and 
Trade to discuss cooperation 
between the private sectors 



Ali Abul Ragbeb 

of the two countries. 

The minister of industry 
and trade is tomorrow ex- 
pected to open Jordan’s in- 
dustrial fair in Manama. 
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Amman Mayor Mamdouh Abbadi, de- 
putiang for Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
av Ben Shaker, opens a three-day seminar on 


the application of modern technology and 
management In municipal affairs (Petra 
photo) 


Arab delegates review modern 
methods in municipal management 


<!*•- 


AMMAN (Petra) — Various 
challenges and adverse poli- 
tical circumstances have 
affected the Amman munici- 
• - .yality’s performance in the 
last, but despite limited re- 
fources, it has been able to 
. _ meet the growing needs of its. 

expanding population, said 
■ Amman Mayor Mamdouh 
Abbadi. 

. Opening a three-day sym- 
posium Sunday on the use of 
; modem technology and man- 

;; agement in municipal 

afffairs, on behalf of Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, Dr. Abbadi outlined 


Amman Municipality’s ser- 
vices to residents and 
businesses. 

Only through modem tech- 
niques, sound management 
and - careful planning can 
municipalities cope with the 
requirements of the modem 
age, the mayor said. 

Organised by Amman 
Municipality in cooperation 
with the Arab Institute for 
Cities Development, the 
seminar is expected to tackle 
such topics as disposal of 
garbage and waste, recycling 
used products, modem road 
paving, organisation of traffic 


and transport services in 
cities and training of person- 
nel requirements. 

The institute’s director, 
Mohammad _H„amtriad, 
emphasised the . need for 
muriidpalitrjT staff and en- 
gineers to’ familiarise them- 
selves with modem technolo- 
gy to deal with their town’s 
growing needs and problems. 

The 50 participants to the 
seminar came from Jordan. 
Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), 
Oman, Algeria, Syria, 
Morocco, and Egypt. 



House Speaker Saad Hayel Srour Sunday 
^receives visiting Speaker of the Yemeni 
Lower House Abdul Wahab Mahmoud, 
who is accompanied here by Yemeni 


ambassador to Jordan H ossein Ahmad 
Lawzi, to discuss cooperation among 
Arab parliaments (Petra photo) 


Senior Jor danian , Yemeni parliamentarians 
discuss advancing cooperation at Arab level 


. - - ' AMMAN (J.T.) — Speaker 
-of * e Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Saed Hayel Srour Sun- 

said Jordanian- Yemeni 

rc |a j 10ns are a model of 
„ 8A {l»^*eriy Arab relations. 

H S J j ■ Stout's statement was 

: tv* made following a meeting he 
■ ' ’ with Deputy Speaker of 
' J Yemeni Lower House 

'Vbdui Wahab Mahmoud. 

' Hr. Mahmoud and Mr. 
tout stressed the need for 
®rjpug closer coordination 
^ cooperation among Arab 
• Miamentarians with a view 
' 3 crystallising united posi- 
°ns at the regional and in- 


ternational levels. 

The two officials reviewed 
the outcome of the Rabat 
meeting of the Arab Par- 
liamentary Union, which was 
held early this month, and 
means of enhancing inter- 
Arab parliamentary work. 

They also discussed the 
current developments in 
Arab and international are- 
nas, in addition to means of 
advancing bilateral relations 
in the parliamentary field. 

The two sides agreed to 
exchange visits and experi- 
ences. 

In a statement to Jordan 


Television after the meeting. 
Dr. Mahmoud said he discus- 
sed with Mr. Srour means of 
cooperation and coordination 
between both houses, adding 
that a Jordanian parliamen- 
tary delegation will visit Ye- 
men directly after the Eid 
holiday next month. 

He voiced hope that both 
sides can come up with a 
mechanism for joint work be- 
tween Jordanian and Yemeni 
parliament chambers. 

The meeting was attended 
by the Yemeni Ambassador 
to Jordan Hass an Ahmad 
Lawzi. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Japanese officials hold talks 
itWAJ 

IMMAN (Petra) — A Japanese delegation 
unday arrived in Amman to hold talks with 
. ffidals at the Water Authority of Jordan 
WAJ) on a $7.2 million Japanese grant 
ffered to the Kingdom in implementation of 
n agreement signed by the two governments 
arlier. The delegation will prepare tender 
ocnments and the technical specifications of 
■ equipment which will be imported 
. trough the grant to improve the performance 


of WAJ’s maintenance workshops. 

Dutch team here to study 
airports expansion 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Dutch technical team 
Sunday visited Jordan's civil airports as part 
of a plan to conduct a study on means of| 
expanding and maintaining these airtransport 
facilities. The team also met with Director 
General of the Civil Aviation Authority 
(CAA) Ahmad Jweiber and other CAA 
officials for talks on the study. 


Jordan, Iraq study proposed pipeline 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Tiroes Sraff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and Iraq 
are studying a proposal to 
build a $1.4 billion pipeline to 
pump Iraqi crude to the Zar- 
qa refinery and replace the 
present trucking system, 
which is hazardous and cost- 
ly, Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources Samih 
Darwazeh said Sunday. 

The 950- kilometre pipe- 
line, which will run from 
Haditha in northwest Iraq to 
the Jordan Petroleum Refin- 
ery Company in Zarqa, will 
have an installed capacity to 
pump 250,000 barrels per day 
(b/d) of Iraqi crude, out ini- 
tial pumping will be limited 
to 100,000 b/d, said Mr. Dar- 
wazeh. 

Mr. Darwazeh, who dis- 
cussed the idea with his Iraqi 
counterpart while on a visit to 
Baghdad Last week, said the 
idea was at its “very prelimin- 
ary stages" and needed closer 
study. 

However, he affirmed that 


it was a strategic decision to 
build the pipeline, which will 
replace the 200-plus tanker- 
trucks which ferry about 
60,000 barrels of Iraqi crude 
and 20,000 barrels of fuel oil 
to Jordan every day. 

“Our objective is to cover 
the needs of Jordan — name-. 
Iy 250,000 barrels of oil” by 
the year 2000, he told the 
Jordan Times in an interview. 
The first 100,000 b/d will be 
processed at the Zarqa refin- 
ery and the rest would be 
pumped as and when a plan- 
ned refinery is built at 
Aqaba, he- said. 

According to a government 
study made available to the 
Jo reran Times, rough esti- 
mates put the cost of 122- 
centimetre diameter pipeline 
at $1.4 billion, with $1 billion 
to be spent in Jordanian terri- 
tory and the rest in Iraq. 
About Sl.l billion is esti- 
mated to be spent in local 
currency. 

The same study also indi- 
cated that work on the pipe- 
line should begin in 1996 and 


be complete by 1998. so that 
the expected rise in local 
demand for crude could be 
met in full. 

The Zarqa refinery has an 
installed processing capacity 
of 100,000 b/d. The proposed 
refinery to be built at Aqaba 
will have a similar capacity. 
The Aqaba project is esti- 
mated to cost $500 million, 
and the implementation time 
is projected between 1996 
and 2000. 

Mr. Darwazeh categorical- 
ly denied reports that Jordan 
intended to export Iraqi oil 
through its territory. “We 
have no plans for (Iraqi oil) 
exports,” he said. “If in the 
future there are needs for 
exports then a new pipeline 
will be built after the sanc- 
tions are lifted.” 

That was a reference to the 
crippling international trade 
embargo imposed against 
Iraq following its August 
199U invasion of Kuwait. 

“At this stage, we are plan- 
ning to (pump oil from) 
Haditha to Zarqa, and 


whenever we have the plans 
finalised for the second refin- 
ery we will have the other 
(Zarqa-to-Aqaba) part of the 
pipeline," he said. 

Jordan also wanted to re- 
place the present form of 
transport of Iraqi oil to Jor- 
dan in tanker trucks — 
“which is very tedious and 
very costly” — the minister 
said. 

Under the latest contract, 
the Ministry of Energy and 
Mineral Resources pays JD 
6.5 for a tonne of Iraqi crude 
to be trucked overland to 
Zarqa, he said. The owner of 
the truck gets JD 6.05 per 
tonne and the rest goes to the 
contracting company as in- 
surance and management 
fees. 

About 2,000 trucks are in- 
volved in the cross-border 
movement, with at least 200 
trucks coming in every day. 

Asked how the govern- 
ment viewed the prospect of 
the truckers losing the con- 
tracts as and when the pipe- 
line is built, the minister said: 


“We hope that by the lime 
we build the pipeline, there 
will be transportation needs 
from Aqaba to Iraq 3nd from 
Aqaba to other parts of the 
country... that the economy 
will improve and the truckers 
will change their work from 
oil to other goods.” 

Mr. Darwazeh said that 
during his recent visit to 
Baghdad, he also renewed 
the annual oil supply agree- 
ment between Iraq and Jor- 
dan. 

The Iraqi oil supply to Jor- 
dan is exempted from the 
international sanctions 
against Baghdad since no 
cash is changing hands. 

According to the minister, 
the oil is calculated at inter- 
national market prices — re- 
viewed on a monthly basis — 
less by “about SI (per barrel) 
since we transport the oil." 

Part of the oil comes in 
settlement of pre-Gulf crisis 
Iraqi debts to Jordan, and 
Amman settles the other pan 
with food and medicine ex- 
ports to Iraq. 


Tourism to Petra doubles as studies continue 
into limiting numbers of visitors to site 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Just shy of the 
impending tourist season, 
the Petra Archaeological 
Office reported Sunday 
that the number of tourists 
to Petra has so far this year 
doubled over last year's fi- 
gures. Since January, 
68,922 tourists have en- 
tered the ancient Naba- 
taean city as compared to 
33,450 by this time last 
year. 

The archaeological office 
also reported that revenues 
from entrance fees at the 
site stood at JD 1,190,184 
for the first three months of 
this year compared to last 
year’s figure of JD 163,687. 
However, director of the 
office Suleiman Farajat 
said that when reviewing 
the totals it is important to 
bear in mind that the entr- 
ance fee to Petra was raised 
late last year from JD 5 to 
JD 20. . 

TheTncrease in tourism is 
often attributed to Jordan's 


peace treaty with neigh- 
bouring Israel, however, 
Mr. Farajat said that de- 
partment does not record 
the nationalities of Petra's 
guests and therefore has no 
idea of number of Israelis 
entering the site. 

“Our guests are only 
categorised as ’foreigners’ 
or ‘Jordanians'," he said, 
pointing out that in January 
1995, 12,687 foreign visi- 
tors entered Petra, again 
nearly doubling the num- 
ber of foreign visitors in 
January 1994 which num- 
bered 6,850. 

The Archaeological De- 
partment’s statistics show 
that the number of Jorda- 
nians visiting the city has 
also increased — 3,462 thus 
far this year compared to 
2,100 in 1994. 

The number of tourists 
now entering Petra on a 
daily basis reaches 1,500, 
Mr. Farajat told the Jordan 
Times, adding that the fi- 
gure of 300" tourists a day as 
reported by Al Dustour 
Arabic daily was incorrect. 


Although the revenues 
expected from tourism are 
a welcome benefit of 
peace, the tourist boom has 
raised concern that Jor- 
dan's archaeological sites 
cannot handle such massive 
numbers of tourists. Of 
particular concern is Petra, 
a World Heritage Site, and 
its natural surroundings. 

As of late, the Ministry 
of Tourism has been purus- 
ing measures to ensure the 
site's preservation while 
trying to accommodate the 
influx of tourists. 

Already, the ministry has 
curtailed the use of horses 
in the siq leading to Petra, 
effective March this year. 
The move came following a 
growing number of com- 
plaints of the stench and 
unsanitary conditions 
caused by horse manure 
and the danger caused by 
horses tearing through the 
siq- at break-neck speed. 
The horses also limited Pet- 
ra's visitor capacity. 

Consideration is being 
given to - a daily limit to the 


number of tourists allowed 
to enter Petra. A 300-page 
Petra Management Plan 
proposed by The United 
Nations Educational, Sci- 
entific and Cultural Orga- 
nisation (UNESCO) cited 
“too high concentration of 
visitors" as one of the “ma- 
jor issues identified” as a 
“principal threat to the 
site's integrity." 

Mr. Farajat told the Jor- 
dan Times that “a limit of 
1500 visitors is being consi- 
dered by the ministry, but 
to date, has not been im- 
plemented here in Petra." 

However, Minister of 
Tourism Abdul Ilah Khatib 
has said that the elimina- 
tion of the horses will 
somewhat increase Petra's 
tourist capacity. “The' 
idea," he said, “is that we 
don't want to turn people 
away. However, we may 
need a reservation system 
or something similar to 
organise the flow of tourists - 
in the future. In any case, 
we should be very con-, 
cemed about the carrying 


capacity of the area." 

The UNESCO Manage- 
ment Plan proposed a daily 
limit of 2000-2500 visitors, 
considering that horses 
were not used and that 
traffic through Petra was 
one way — another option 
currently under study at the 
ministry. 

A third measure to pre- 
serve the Petra area was 
the creation three weeks 
ago of the Petra Regional 
Authority, also a recom- 
mendation of the UN- 
ESCO plan. 

The authority is a unified 
umbrella of different gov- 
ernment departments and 
non-governmental orga- 
nisations (NGO) to coor- 
dinate a development and 
management plan for the 
Petra and Wadi Musa 
areas. It includes the minis- 
ters of municipal affairs 
and tourism, the director of 
the Antiquities Depart- 
ment, the minister of plan T 
ning, and three private sec- 
tor. establishments, among 
others". 


U.S. embassy’s Earth Week activities to 
draw on local environmental movement 


AMMAN (J.T.) — As Jor- 
dan has an active environ- 
mental movement, the U.S. 
embassy will capitalise on this 
fact by offering a special 
programme in celebration of 
Earth Day. 

The planned event is called 
Earth Week and will run 
from Monday to Thursday 
this week (April 17 to April 
20), at the American Cultural 
Centre in Abdoun. 

Earth Day was first cele- 
brated in the U.S. 25 years 
ago when almost 20 -, million 
adults and children marched, 
attended special classes or 
planted trees. On that day 
the environmental movement 
was bom and has become a 
political force that influenced 
the passing of laws on clean 
air and water among many 
other anti-pollution measures 
in the U.S. 

American embassies and 
consulates around the world 
will use the coming few days 
to publicise U.S. and host 
country environmental activi- 
ties and concerns. 

According to a United 
States Information Service 
(USIS) statement, the pur- 
pose of Earth Week is to 


draw together governmental, 
non-govemmental and busi- 
ness organisations concerned 
with the environment and to 
present a comprehensive 
view of the efforts being 
undertaken within the King- 
dom. 

While the American Cen- 
tre is coordinating the event, 
it should be seen as a reflec- 
tion of the national and inter- 
national concerns and how 
they are being developed 
here, the statement said. 

. On each day of Earth 
Week, a broad, general sub- 
ject will be dealt with: April 
17 (today) will be dedicated 
to water issues in the King- 
dom and will begin with a 
keynote address by the Royal 
Society for the Conservation 
of Nature (RSCN) President 
Anis Muasher. 

Throughout the day there 
will be presentations by the 
Ministry of Water and Irriga- 
tion and the Water Authority 
of Jordan. 

The second day will host a 
theme of bio-diversity and 
pollution and will include 
presentations on wildlife re- 
serves, - forests, effects of 


global warming, air pollution 
and heavy metal pollutants. 
The presenters of these topics 
are members of the RSCN, 
the University of Jordan, the 
Department of Environment 
and also private companies. 

On Wednesday, the third 
day of Earth Week, waste 
problems and recycling will 
be focused on. Subjects in- 
cluded within the presenta- 
tions are waste collection and 
disposal, hazardous waste, 
recycling of paper and plas- 
tics and industrial recycling. 

On the fourth and final day 
more than 20 public and pri- 
vate schools and non- 
governmental organisations 
mil participate in festivities. 

The RSCN asked school 
children to display projects 
undertaken during the last 
year that aimed at protecting 
the environment. 

Running concurrently with 
the presentations 14 Jorda- 
nian companies that deal in 
environmental equipment 
will exhibit their products for 
the full duration of Earth 
Week. 

Earth Week is open to the 
public. 


‘Rape, murder trial of 
Zarqa man starts today’ 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The trial of a 
47-year-old Zarqa man 
who confessed to the rape 
and murder of a Zarqa 
camp child in February will 
start today, according to 
court sources. 

Shelish Mohammad 
-Shelish, a sen-ice driver, 
will stand before a three- 
judge panel on charges of 
strangling Samar Ghosein, 
a fifth grade student at the 
United Nation’s Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) 
school in Zarqa camp, after 
a sexual assault. 

The s us pea, who was 
arrested in March, confes- 
sed to police thar he lured 
the child to a wooden area 
in Yajouz then raped her. 

The child started bleed- 
ing, and the suspect told 
police he had no choice but 
to kill her by strangulation 
to conceal his crime, police 
reports had said. 

The accused said that he 
took Samar’s body and 
dumped it in a valley near 


Abu Alia area in Tabar- 
bour. The body was disco- 
vered two days later by a 
shepherd. 

If conviaed.Mr. Shelish, 
who is married to two 
women, and has a son, 7, 
and a daughter, 8, could 
face the death penalty. 

Last year, a 57-year-old 
man, also from Zarqa, was 
executed in July after being 
found guilty of the rape and 
brutal murder of an eight- 
year-old Zarqa boy. 

Meanwhile, Civil De- 
fence Department (CDD) 
frogmen Sunday retrieved 
the body of an 18-year-old 
shepherd who drowned in a 
reservoir in Mafraq. 

According to CDD and 
police reports, one of the 
victim’s friends told police 
that the victim. Husni Jamil 
Salem, went to swim and 
take a bath in a reservoir in 
Al Khaldieh area. A few 
minutes later, the victim 
vanished, the reports said. 

CDD frogmen looked for 
Mr. Salem ail day Satur- 
day. They found his body 
early Monday morning, the 
reports said. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FILM 

ft Fflm entitled “L'Accompagna trice’ 
Cultural Centre at 8:00 p-m. 


at the French 


EARTH WEEK 

ft Earth Week activities (consisting of an exhibition of 
catalogues by major environment-oriented companies, 
student and school presentations, business seminars for 
professionals, electronic dialogues between experts in 
the U.S. and their Jordanian counterparts, public 
awareness demonstrations and more) at the American 
Center. 

LECTURE Sr DIALOGUE 

ft Lecture tin German) entitled: "Reihe: Stadt and Sage 
— Hannoversch — Munden” at Goethe- Institut at 6:00 
p.m. 

☆ Dialogue on literature-related subjects with Mohammad 
All Taha at Darat Al Funiin at 7:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

ft Exhibition of paintings by artist Sa’id Haddadin at 
Orfali Art Gallery. 

ir Exhibition of paintings by Samer Osama at the French 
Cultural Centre. 

it Exhibition of paintings by 13 leading Jordanian artists at 
the Italian l-angimg e Centre (Tel. 699348k 

it Exhibition of paintings by Mohammad Mahrul Din 
Adhim at BaJqa Art Gallery, Fnheis. 



Acting Director General of the Public 
Security Department Sharif Fawaz Zaben 
Ben Abdullah Sunday receives vising 


Omani Interior Ministry Under-secretary 
Qahtan Ben Yanob Al Bousaeedi and his 
accompanying delegation (Petra photo) 


Visiting Omani delegation briefed 
on PSD, ministry role in elections 


AMMAN (Petra) — A visit- 
ing Omani delegation led by 
Interior Ministry Under- 
secretary Qahtan Ben Yarob 
Ai Bousaeedi Sunday called 
at the Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD) and met its 
acting Director General 
Sharif Fawaz Zaben Ben 
Abdullah who outlined the 
main duties of the depart- 
ment. 


Sharif Fawaz explained in 
particular the role of the PSD 
in ensuring security for free 
and fair parliamentary elec- 
tions in Jordan, and the de- 
velopment of the PSD’s va- 
rious sections. 

The director general ex- 

g lained the duties of the 
<adia and border police 
forces and the training they 
receive to equip them in car- 


rying out their tasks. 

The Omani delegation ear- 
lier called at the Interior 
Ministry and were briefed on 
routine procedures taken in 
the course of parliamentary 
elections in the Kingdom. 

Discussion also covered 
current procedures taken by 
the ministry to arrange for 
municipal elections sche- 
duled this year in ‘July. 
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No disaster’ but security 
remains tight in Tokyo 


TOKYO (R) — Tokyo lived 
through a doomsday cult 
leader’s prophecy of a disas- 
ter but remained tense and 
under heavy security Sunday, 
with scores of restaurants and 
stores shot and thousands of 
police guarding potential 
troublespots. 

“We have no plans to 
loosen security," a spokes- 
man for the Tokyo Metropo- 
litan Police Department said. 
‘"The number of officers 
being deployed will be rough- 
ly the same as yesterday.” 

On Saturday, helicopters 
patrolled the skies over 
Tokyo and 20,000 police 
were mobilised on the ground 
to watch over public trans- 
port, department stores, sta- 
diums, airports and theatres 
in this city of 12 milli on peo- 
ple. 

“We can't completely 
ignore the rumours," the 
police spokesman said. “Ex- 
tra precaution is needed to 
ensure public safety." 

Shoko Asahara, die leader 
of Aum S hinn Kyo (Supreme 
Truth Sect), prophesied that 
Saturday would bring a disas- 


ter to Tokyo worse than the 
earthquake in Kobe in Janu- 
ary. 

Asahara, who predicts the 
world win end in 1997, fore- 
cast a catastrophe, possibly 
an earthquake, would “make 
the Kobe earthquake seem as 
minor as a fly landing on 
one's cheek.” 

More than 5,500 people 
died in the Kobe quake, 
which the sect claims its guru 
had predicted. 

Aum is under investigation 
over suspected links to the 
March 20 nerve gas attack ou 
Tokyo subways which killed 
12 people and injured more 
than 5,000. 

As was the case Saturday, 
guards stood on duty at ma- 
jor subway stations while 
loudspeakers warned passen- 
gers not to touch any suspi- 
cious packages left on trams 
or at stations. Spot checks 
continued along main high- 
ways. 

“I stayed up late last night 
watching television for posa- 
ble news of incidents," said 
office worker Atsnko Hira- 
no. 


“Much to our relief, no- 
thing redly happened in the 

end. Now I think lean go out 
and meet my friends and go 
shopping," 

Despite signs that life in 
Tokyo was returning to nor- 
mal, two major shopping cen- 
tres and scores of stores and 
restaurants kept their doors 
dosed Sunday. 

About 550 followers of the 
sect fled Tokyo Saturday, 
judging the capital was 
“dangerous", a police official 
said. 

The sect, accusing some 
Japanese media of reporting 
it could spread nerve gas in 
Tokyo, said it would not do 
anything to “threaten peace 
and order." 

In more than three weeks 
of massive raids on the sect’s 
sprawling complex at the foot 
of Mt Fuji, 100 kilometres 
west of Tokyo, police have 
confiscated hundreds of ton- 
nes of chemicals, including all 
the ingredients of the nerve 
gas sarin. 

Police said they had 
arrested more than 100 sect 
members on various charges. 


fn rinding abduction, illegal 
rnnfin ment and traffic off- 
ences. 

But they have not openly 
linked the group to the 
March 20 sarin attack in 
Tokyo. Die sea has denied 
any connection with the sub- 
way attack or the March 30 
shooting of the national 
police chief. 

The death tell from last 
month’s gas attack in Tokyo’s 
subway system rose to 12 
with the death of a 21-year- 
old company employee in 
hospital Sunday, police said. 

Megumi I to, a resident of 
Saitama Prefecture, near 
here, was hospitalised after 
inhaKn g gas on March 20. 

Asahara may be suffering 
from a terminal illness, 
Japanese dailies said Satur- 
day, quoting the sect’s top 
spokesman. 

“The master's condition is 
quite serious. He has a mal- 
function of the heart and 
hepatodrrhosis. They could 
be fetal illnesses,” Fumihiro- 
Juyu, the spokesman, was 
quoted as telling reporters 
Friday. 


Russia seeks Tajikistan breakthrough 


MOSCOW (AFP) — A Rus- 
sian delegation pursued 
peace efforts in Tajikistan 
Sunday following a week of 
violent dashes on the Tajik- 
Afghan border between 
Russian-led troops and Islamic 
rebels as fighting died down 
late Saturday, media reports' 
said. 

Russian media said front 
lines inside the autonomous 
region of Gorno-Badakhshan 
-in eastern Pamir district were 
quiet following weeklong 


fighting claimed 200 Tajik 
rebel fives and a further 41 
among troops from the Com- 
monwealth of Independent 
States. 

Meanwhile the Russian de- 
legation from the Federation 
Council, or upper chamber, 
continued with its peace mis- 
sion having arrived late Fri- 
day in the Tajik capital 
Dushanbe from where its 
members were to go on to 
Khorog, Pamir district’s main 
town, ITAR-TASS said. 

Following talks with Rus- 


sian President Boris Yeltsin, 
CIS bordeT troop commander 
Andrei Nikolayev had 
appealed to die rebels Friday 
to enrage in an “immediate” 
ceasefire. 

Mr. Yeltsin himself prop- 
osed a meeting of the foreign 
minis ters of Russia, kazakh- 
stan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan 
and Uzbekistan for Thursday 
in Moscow, Interfax re- 
ported, to take “collective 
measures” within the CIS 
aime d at resolving the crisis. 


EU ends fish dispute with Canada 


BRUSSELS (R) — The 
European Union and Canada 
ended a bitter row over 
fishing rights in the North 
Atlantic Sunday with a deal 
both sides hailed as bringing 
peace to the fishing grounds 
and protecting threatened 
fish stocks. 

“The rule of law has been 
restored on the high seas,” 
EU Fisheries Commissioner 
Emma Bonino told journal- 
ists after the deal was 
announced. 

Ms. Bonino said the agree- 
ment, hammered out during 
intensive Easter weekend 
negotiations, was good for all 
— Canada and the Union, 
fishing and fishermen. 

“I hope it is the beginning 
of a new era of co mmi tment 
to fishing policy,” a smiling 
Bonino added. She said the 
accord restored “historic, 
legitimate fishing rights" 
set up a programme both of 
on-board and satellite moni- 
toring of catches. 

Ms. Bonino, seated along- 


side Canada’s Ambassador 
Jacques Roy, said Ottawa 
had agreed to repay a bail 
bond to the owners of the 
Spanish trawler Estai, the sei- 
zure of which on Maidi 9 
sparked the dispute, and re- 
peal laws restricting fishing in 
the area. 

The deal gives the EU, all 
of whose quota is accounted 
for by Spain and Portugal, 
5,013 more tonnes of Green- 
land halibut (turbot) in the 
waters off Newfoundland for 
the rest of 1995. 

Previously, Canada said 
Spain had already fished its 
entire 10, 000-tonne share of a 
North West Atlantic Fisher- 
ies Organisation (NAFO) 
quota of 27,000 tonnes. 

Madrid’s Ambassador to 
Brussels Javier Elorza, whose 
country orginally demanded 
half the NAFO quota — 
13,500 tonnes — for the EU, 
said the deal was the best 
Spain could get. 

“We want to turn the page 
and cooperate with Canada 


and have a good conservation 
of the stock,” he told Reuters 
Television. 

Portu gal was also unhappy 
about the accord which will 
be formally endorsed by EU 
capitals in an exchange of 
messages. 

“Portugal would have pre- 
ferred another agreement but 
it said that in a- spirit of 
solidarity it would not block 
the deal,” French Ambassa- 
dor Pierre De Boissieu, 
speaking on behalf of the 
ElTs French presidency, told 
a news conference. 

Canada and the EU also 
laid out an outline deal for 
catches in 1996 under which 
Canada gains the exclusive 
right to 7,000 tonnes of 
Greenland halibut within its 
own 200-mile limit and the 
EU just over 55 per cent of 
the rest. 

The complex formula in 
effect gives the two 41 per 
cent each of the total catch, 
allowing both to say they 
have parity. 


McNamara’s belated admissions 
stir anger in Vietnam veterans 


NEW YORK (AP) — For- 
mer Defence Secretary 
Robert McNamara's belated 
admission that U.S. persist- 
ence in Vietnam was "terr- 
ibly wrong" has opened old 
wounds among the American 
veterans who battled in the 
jungles, rice paddies and tall 
grass. 

“A lot of people were 
wrong about Vietnam. But 
he knew the truth and con- 
cealed it," said retired Col. 
Harry Summers, editor of 
Vietnam magazine and a for- 
mer battalion operations 
officer. 

“He betrayed the men and 
women serving under him," 
Col. Summers said. “He bet- 
rayed the "American people.” 

Mr. McNamara, who 
served under Presidents Ken- 
nedy and Johnson, was the 
arcliitect of America's buil- 
dup in Vietnam from a small 
force to a peak of half of a 
million. To many, the 1 1-year 
conflict was “McNamara’s 
war." 

But in his new book In 
Retrospect: The Tragedy 
And Lessons Of Vietnam, 
and in a tearful prime time 
TV appearance last week. 
Mr. McNamara said the poli- 
cy he helped formulate was. 
“terribly wrong.” 

Mr. McNamara said he 
concluded the war was un- 
winnable in the mid-’60s, yet 
he did not speak out and 
continued to dispatch troops 
into combat, in part because 
he feared that the appearance 
of weakness by the. United 
States could have embol-” 
dened the Soviet Union. 

Die vast majority of the 
58,196 Americans killed died 
after 1965. 

For many who lost friends. 


lost limbs, lost their eyesight 
or lost their innocence, Mr. 
McNamara's mea culpa rings 
hollow and late. 

“You’re damn right I'm 
angry," said John Sales, 54, a 
former Marine who was 
blinded in 1967 and founded 
the Blinded American Veter- 
ans Foundation. 

“It's a slap in the face to 
everyone who has worn the 
uniform. It was McNamara 
and his ilk that had us fight 
the war the wrong way. He's 
a disgrace," Mr. Sales said. 

“Most of us are glad he 
wrote the book. (But) what it 
shows is a failure of courage 
on his part," said Jan 
Scruggs, a former infantry- 
man and president of the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Fund. 

“A lot of my friends were 
killed there. A lot of them 
were wounded, and many of 
them are still in wheelchairs. 
If it was really unnecessary, 
and if we could and should 
have gotten out of there," 
Mr. Scruggs said, pausing to 
find the right words, “it's just 
kind of tough finding out 
about it now." 

It rankles some that Mr. 
McNamara stands to profit 
from royalties on the book, 
which is out just weeks from 
the 20th anniversary of the 
fall of Saigon to the Com- 
munists. Some feel the 
money should be used for 
scholarships for children of 
dead Gis, or to fend prog- 
rammes to help veterans deal 
with the war’s physical and 
emotional scars. 

“He certainly had a great 
deal to do with creating many 
of those problems.” said 
James Brazee, president of 
the Vietnam Veterans of 


America. 

No one was available Fri- 
day to comment for Mr. 
McNamara or his publisher, 
the Times Books Division of 
Random House, on disposi- 
tion of the profits. Mr. 
McNamara was out of the 
country. 

Mr. Brazee said Mr. 
McNamara’s book “shows 
once again the public needs 
to differentiate between the 
war and warrior. We served 
our country. We're proud of 
that service. And we certain- 
ly are aware our government 
hasn’t being forthcoming 
with us," he added. 

“The question still begs to 
be answered why did we con- 
tinue to sacrifice American 
lives after he knew the war 
was unwinnable?” 

Interviewed Thursday 
night on ABC-TV’s Nightiine 
programme, Mr. McNamara 
Said fear that a misstep could 
bring on World War III had 
caused him to be silent even 
when he concluded that the 
war was unwinnable. 

Mr. McNamara said he did 
counsel U.S. officials private- 
ly to seek a negotiated settle- 
ment. But he said he shared 
the sense of Kennedy, John- 
son, Secretary of State Dean 
Rusk and other senior offi- 
cials that the appearance of 
appeasement could have 
emboldened the Soviet Un- 
ion and Communist China to 
move aggressively against the- 
West, leading to the possibil- 
ity of a nuclear war. 

> Mr. McNamara offered no 
direct reply to critics who said 
he had a moral obligation to 
state bis misgivings after he 
left office in 1968. 

“This book is not a book of 
redemption," he said. 


Sri Lanka 
allows fuel 
to rebel 
territory 


COLOMBO (AFP) — 
Dozens of civilians lhave be- 
gun carrying cans of diesel 
and petrol to northern areas 
held by Tamil guerrillas fol- 
lowing the lifting of a ban on 
feel to rebel-held regions, 
Tamil sources said Sunday. 

Tamil civilians crossing the 
last Security force checkpoint 
in northern Vavuniya have 
been taking unlimited sup- 
plies of feel to the areas 
controlled by Liberati on Ti - 
gers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
since Saturday, tire sources 
said. 

The checkpost at Vavuniya 
marks an unofficial border 
between govern ment -held 
territory and LTTE-held 
areas in the north. 

The free t ransp ortation of 
fuel to the LTTE-held north 
was a key concession granted 
to the rebels by the govern- 
ment Thursday to help end a 
stalemate in peace talks, offi- 
cials said. 

This was the first time in 
five years that fuel was being 
freely taken tet the north, 
l arge parts of which are under 
LTTE control, and the 
theatre of some of the worst 
fighting in recent years be- 
tween security forces and the 
Tigers. 

President Cbandrika 
Kumaratunga announced the 
lifting of the ban on feel 
together with the removal of 
further restrictions on fishing 
off the northern coast, which 
were t wo key demands of the 
LTTE foT continuing negotia- 
tions. 

However, the government 
has said it would continue to 
enforce a ban on eight more 
items to rebel-held territory 
and also restrict fishing 
around military facilities lo- 
cated on the northern coast. 

Arms and ammunition, 
pyrotechnic equipment, re- 
mote control devices, binocu- 
lars, telescopes, compasses, 
material resembling army 
uniforms and pen torch bat- 
teries will remain banned 
from the north, officials 'said. 



South African President Nelson Mandela (cen- 
tre) poses with Limpho Haul (left), the widow 
of Communist Party chief Chris Hani, and his 
da lighte r Nomakwezi daring the unveiling of a 


tombstone at Elsburg Park cemetery to com- 
memorate the death of Hani, who was assas- 
sinated on April 10, 1993 outside bis home in 
Boksbnrg (AFP photo) 


Winnie Mandela cold- shouldered 
by ANC colleagues and supporters 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Winnie Mandela, South 
Africa's twice-sacked deputy 
arts and culture minister, is 
being cold-shouldered by her 
African National Congress 
(ANC) supporters and col- 
leagues, the Sunday press 
here said. 

The snubbing follows 
claims by officials of the rul- 
ing ANC that President Nel- 
son Mandela is very angry at 
his estranged wife ana her 
supporters in the ANC ex- 
ecutive are not prepared to 
sacrifice their jobs by sup- 
porting her. 

Frontpage headlines in the 
country's main national 
newspapers ranged from 
“Out in the cold” — Sunday 
Times: “Winnie sidelined” — 
City PresS; and “Winnie tre- 
ated as a nobody" — Rap- 
port. 

The three newspapers car- 
ried extensive reports of how 
Mrs. Mandela was snubbed 
Saturday at the Boksburg ' 
cemetery where her husband 
unveiled the tombstone of 
slain Communist leader Chris 
Hani. 

The reports said Mrs. Man- 
dela arrived more than 30 


minutes late for the cere- 
mony to find no seat had 
been set aside for her on the 
podium. 

She waited at her car, they 
said, while em harassed aides 
sought an extra chair, which 
they managed to squeeze in 
at the back — outside the 
tent erected to provide cover 
for dignitaries. 

Her arrival went largely 
unacknowledged by the 
crowd, including two groups 
of her traditional supporters 
— homeless blacks from 
squatter camps, the reports 
said. 

No sooner had Mrs. Man- 
dela sat down than ANC 
leaders began to lash out at 
her in their speeches, though 
none mentioned her by 
name. 

She was criticised for being 
a “populist" and for publicly 
attacking Mr. Mandela's gov- 
ernment of national unity for 
failing to deliver change to 
South Africa’s overwhelming 
black majority. 

One of the reasons Mrs. 
Mandela was sacked on 
March 27. ANC insiders said, 
was her repeated criticism of 
the government. The official 


reason advanced by senior 
ANC leaders was that she 
went to West Africa on a trip 
specifically prohibited by her 
husband. 

Refusing to take the firing 
lying down, Mrs. Mandela 
Tuesday sued for reinstate- 
ment, claiming the dismissal 
was unconstitutional. 

To prevent a potentially 
damaging court battle, the 
president reinstated her 
Wednesday but sacked her 
again Friday. 

Sunday’s reports said Mrs. 
Mandela, who is bead of the 
ANC's Women's League was 
■also cold-shouldered during 
Saturday’s wreath-laying 
ceremony, remaining seated 
while two colleagues, who 
quit the League over differ- 
ences with Mrs. Mandela, 
were asked to lay wreaths. 

In a statement Friday, the 
ANC gave its “unequivocal 
support"' to the president and 
said Mrs. Mandela's firing 
was a reminder to all elected 
ANC representatives “that 
no individual, regardless of 
prestige, popularity or track 
record should stand above 
the basic norms of disci- 
pline." 


British Labour Party leader 
accused of not declaring luxury trips 


LONDON (AFP) — British 
Conservative MPs ‘ cal- 
led Sunday for a parliamen- 
tary inquiry into claims 
opposition Labour leader 
Tony Blair and his number 
two John Prescott failed to 
declare free luxury trips. 

The Sunday Times said 
they enjoyed stays at a luxury 
Scottish hotel in 1989 paid for 
by the oil company Conoco, 
while Mr. Blair was also 
given a free flight to the 
United States on Concorde in 
1985. 

■ Neither declared their free 
trips in a parliamentary regis- 
ter which details members' 
earnings and interests, violat- 
ing parlianfentary roles on 
conduct, the paper added. 

In October, Conservative 
junior minister Neil Hamil- 
ton was forced to resign after 
"forgetting” to reveal an 
expenses-paid stay .at the lux- 
ury Ritz Hotel in Paris 
offered him by its owner 
Mohammad Al-Fayed, who 
also owns the prestigious Har- 
rod’s store in London. 

David Shaw-, Conservative 
MP for Dover, southern Eng- 
land, has written to the Par- 
liamentary Committee on 
Members' Interests deman- 
ding an inquiry into Mr. Blair 
and Mr. Prescott. 


“If all the facts are precise- 
ly as I have managed to ascer- 
tain, it would dearly require 
that the members in question 
should receive a very serious 
punishment," he said. 

“In the current circumst- 
ances nothing less than sus- 
pension from the House of 
Commons would seem 
appropriate,” be added. 

A Labour spokesman de- 
nounced the daims as a “dir- 
ty tricks" campaign, saying 
“there is absolutely no im- 
propriety involved in this." 

“There is a fundamental 
distinction between working 
visits and speaking engage- 
ments undertaken in an offi- 
cial capacity as an opposition 
spokesman, as Mr. Blair and 
Mr. Prescott were on these 
occasions, and an undisclosed 
free trip or sight-seeing 
tour.” 

He said Mr. Blair went to 
the U.S. as part of a cross- 
party campaign to promote 
British exports, while the 
hotel visits were to attend 
seminars as opposition 
spokesman. MPs from other 
parties had attended similar 
Conoco seminars in the past, 
he added. 

On Saturday, the Labour 
Party clashed with trade un- 
ion allies for. a second time in 


a week, marring party hopes 
of smooth progress towards 
victory at the next national 
election. 

Labour's education 
spokesman David Blunkett 
was forced to take refege 
from angry protesters at the 
annual conference of the 
National Union of Teachers 
(NUT), which then voted 
against his no-strikes policy. 

About 30 NUT members 
surrounded Mr. Blunkett, 
who is blind, as he arrived at 
the conference in Blackpool, 
north-west England. He was 
ushered into a side room for 
about 20 minutes. 

Mr. Blunkett bad come to 
the - conference to plead 
against strikes against the 
Conservative government's 
education policy and funding 
for schools which has led 
many local authorities to say 
they may have to reduce 
teaching staffs. 

He later told a fringe meet- 
ing: “Action must not dam- 
age the future of the children 
we seek to protect." 

. But the conference voted 
in favour of a one-day strike 
by all public sector unions 
against government pay 
awards as a prelude to possi- 
ble further strikes. 


Countdown begins at U.N. to extend nuclear treaty 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Foreign minister flock to the 
United Nations Monday for a 
contentious three-week con- 
ference to extend the nuclear 
non-proliferation treaty 
(NPTj, with Western powers 
lobbying heavily for the pact 
to be prolonged forever. 

But many Third World 
states see the three-week 
forum as a last chance to 
pressure the United States, 
Russia, China, Britain and 
France into giving up their 
arsenals by threatening a li- 
mited extension of the NPT, 
credited with reducing the 
spread of nuclear weapons 
for the past 25 years. 

The formal session begins 
Monday afternoon with 
opening comments followed 
by a week of speeches by 
foreign ministers from many 
of the 176 NPT signatories. 
Delegates then break up into 
committees before voting on 
extending the treaty by the 
time the forum ends on May 
12 . 

The United States, espe- 
cially its chief negotiator, 
Thomas Graham, has con- 
ducted a worldwide lobbying 
effort, pressuring smaller 


states and apparently suc- 
ceeding in further dividing 
the 111 developing or Non- 
Aligned Nations. 

Among the Non-Aligned, 
there is no common position 
on indefinite or limited ex- 
tension of the NPT, whether 
for five years or 25 years, and 
delegates will vote on a varie- 
ty of proposals that have to 
be presented by May 5- 

Contentiousness was evi- 
dent over the weekend when 
negotiators were unable to 
complete arrangements on 
voting procedures. 

U.S. officials estimate ab- 
out 79 states of the 89 votes 
needed for an indefinite ex- 
tension are certain and at 
least another 15 are fairly 
secure. 

But a thin majority — or 
anything less than a resound- 
ing vote — could undermine 
the treaty’s moral authority 
to curb the spread of nuclear 
arms.. There are also major 
worries that some states will 
Insist on conditions before 
voting. 

The NPT, which entered 
into force on March 5, 1970 
for 25 years, pledges all but 
the five atomic powers to 


forgo nuclear weapons, 
accept safeguards on all nuc- 
lear facilities by the Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agen- 
cy and have access to nuclear 
technology for peaceful pur- 
poses. 

In turn the nuclear 
weapons states — the United 
States, the Soviet Union 
(now Russia), Britain, 
France and China — : prom- 
ised to negotiate in “good 
faith” total nuclear disarma- 
ment and an end to all nuc- 
lear tests. 

• But the snail's pace of dis- 
armament rankles not only 
many Third World countries 
but such nations as Japan and 
Sweden. 

The five nuclear powers, 
have not pledged uncon- 
ditionally to eliminate ail 
nuclear weapons nor is such a 
commitment on the horizon. 

The United States has 
stopped nuclear testing but a 
global ban is not expected 
until September 1996. The 
strategic nuclear arms control 
treaty, START II, between 
the United States and Russia, 
which have the overwhelming 
number of the world's esti- 
mated 45,000 nuclear bombs. 


is not ratified. 

Egypt, which has said it 
would vote for a limited ex- 
tension but has not yet de- 
cided for how long, objects 
mainly to the lack of pressure 
put on Israel to join the NPT. ' 
Israel, as well as India and 
Pakistan, has nuclear 
weapons programmes and 
■has not signed the treaty nor 
hinted it might do so. 

For the Western nuclear 
powers, confidence in the 
treaty is the foundation, for 
any future disarmament. 

"It is only on the basis of 
the NPT that progress has 
been made between United 
States and Russia," said a 
British negotiator. “They 
would not have the confi- 
dence in what was going to 
happen if they believed other 
states would be developing 
nuclear weapons all around 
them." 

Iran will try to rally sup- 
port against Washington’s 
attempt to block the transfer 
Of nuclear power technology 
to Tehran. The U.S. says 
Iran plans to build atomic 
weapons but Tehran " denies 
it. 



Yachting champ 
Alan Bond 
marries 

SYDNEY (AFP) — Failed 
enterpreneur Alan Bond, a 
fallen Australian hero who 
won yachting’s coveted 
America’s Cup in 1983, mar- 
ried for the second time here. 

Mr. Bond, 56, married long- 
time acquaintance and for- 
mer public ■ relations consul- 
tant Diana Bliss, 41, at a 
secret service in the 400 Au- 
stralian dollar (S300) a night 
Park Hyatt Hotel in Sydney. 

Around 160 friends later 
celebrated at Sydney's 
Museum of Contemporary 
Art, a venue reportedly kept 
secret even from the guests 
until a few hours before the 
wedding. Mr. Bond was de-. ^ 
dared bankrupt in April 1992'« 
after bis diversified property- 
and brewing empire. Bond 
Corp., crashed into reedv-i 
ership under a mountain of-/** 
debt. He and former wife of-'-'! 

37 years, Eileen, divorced 
after he was jailed for dishon- 
esty in 1992. The conviction ... 

was later overturned at a 
retrial and Bond's bankrupt- \ 1 

cy was recently extinguished. * -I 1 1 § 

Curtains fall : ~ 

for Raquel’s 
London play / 

LONDON (AFP) — A Lon- 
don theatre pulled down the 
curtain on actress Raquel 
Welsh after she failed to pull 
in the crowds and woo the 
critics, accordingly to British 
press reports. Welsh, 54, had 
the lead role in George Ber- 
nard Shaw’s The Mil- 
lionairess. due to open at the 
Albery Theatre in London’s 
West End on May 11, after a 
tour of provincial theatres. 

However, poor reviews for 
her performance as Eptfania 
Fitzassenden have hit adv- 
ance ticket sales, and forced 
the Albery to abandon its 
staging of the play. While the 
papers complimented the 54- - * - 

year-old actress on her legen- 
dary beauty, the problems 
with her performance 
started, according to the 
acerbic Evening Standard, 

“when Raquel opens her 
mouth." Die Birmingham 
Post said the former screen 
bombshell was “static and 
rigid in the first act.” Welsh’s { 
response was fittingly theat- 
rical: “I can almost hear the - ‘ 
knives being sharpened for ^ 
me when we get to London," 
several newspapers quoted 
her as saying. 

Thai traffic cops 
to become monks 
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BANGKOK (R) — Ninety- 
nine policemen who spend 
their days trying to tame 
Bangkok's chaotic traffic will 
be ordained as Buddhist 
monks next month as a tri- 
bute to the king, state-run 
Radio Thailand said Satur- 
day. The radio said the 
policemen, part of the royal 
project to ease traffic smuts 
in the congested capital, will 
be ordained as a tribute to 
King Bhumibol Adulyadej 
ahead of the 50th anniversary 
of his ascension to the throne j J 
in 1996. The mass ordination *• 
is scheduled for May 1-3 in 
Bangkok. "Following the 
ordination the new monks 
nil! spend 15 days learning 
Buddhist teachings in theory u 
and in practice... before re- ’• 
turning to their duties as lay- 
men," the radio said. In l - ' 
predominantly-Buddhist ~ 
Thailand, it is common prac- 
tice for most men to become. 
monks 

Royal fireman 
arrested over 
Windsor fire 


LONDON (R) — A fireman 
at Windsor Castle, Queen 
Elizabeth’s favourite resi- 
dence, has been arrested by 
police investigating a series of 
fires at the 900-year-old 
palace. British newspapers 
reported. They said the fire-’ 
man, who lives with his wife 
and children in a cottage in 
the castle grounds, was re- 
leased on bail without charge 
after four hours of question- 
ing. He will report back to 
police next month. Windsor 
Castle, ravaged by fire in 
1992, has been hit by a series 
of mystery blazes in recent 
weeks, the newspapers said, 
“We are investigating a small 
fire that occurred at the castle 
in the early hours of April 3," 
said a police spokesman. "In 
connection with that inquiry 
we arrested a 34 -year-old 
man.” He declined to con- 
firm or deny the man was a 
member of the castle’s fire 
brigade. The 1992 blaze," 
whose cause is still unclear, 
swept unchecked through a 
whole wing of Windsor Cas- ' 
tie including the magnificent 
14th century St. George’s 
Hall. Nine hundred years of 
craftsmanship and wads 
tapestries were burned. Mira- 
culously, most paintings were 
saved. Many of the 
ruined rooms are to be res- 
tored exactly. 
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. — : - aoad\ k *' rrcnt “ , TTZ_ ‘ « whs centre at Sarajevo, me rrencn u.w. soldier, who was tryiitt 

■'“Crsi'j -„%> shot in Ms chest from a Bosnian Serb sniper position in the build sniper barricades, died minutes later (AFP photo) 

! or Ra'JX IRA demands more British peace moves 


London p !ay 

"ELFAST (R) — Irish Re- 
- : ‘’I.-'.iN , A rp publicans paying homage to 

■.: ‘j-** ' their war dead Sunday called 
J n " on Britain to stop haggling 

‘A: .- .and seize an historic oppor- 

’ v^J; •^Dj. tunity for lasting peace in 
J '' '..^ ^ ytf, Northern Ireland after de- 
: - - to it, cades of conflict over London 
••: -.; • rule. 

; __ - s ’„* ** ,r * J:flr £: t Fla g s flew over I RA graves 

• Tilt‘d on both sides of the Irish 
-_ .11' -T-, v • l !^i 3 c border during annual cere- 
. ■ r. In Ufc monies held in a new atmos- 
... ‘ ~ ‘ :s. 3 t phere of peace seven months 

, /' 4 a,,' after the guerrilla force for- 
-- -J~ :,:or tmrij, sook violence in favour of a 

• as EafcJ political road to a united Ire- 
4 . r "- = ‘ V.; ^ ~ .land. 

(r/j-xj. But political momentum 
• ' ‘ .^ 4 ; r has hit stalemate and Repub- 
- •'•: :.i. ir^r. licans laid the blame with the 
: ‘ r i*£ British government, accusing 

-v.i^it of deliberately stalling 
~~ talks. 

■:■■ --•' The Irish Republican 
- : , :.Anny (IRA), supporting the 

•••••": y-v-I*®*® process in its annual 

- : .;r; Easter message read 3t the 
.-..^ceremonies, declared Britain 
‘-.JV^must accept its, role in creat- 

•’■ IC M& a lasting solution. 

. .* Gerry Adams, leader of 

.’... .’. the IRA’s political wing Sinn 

- XT^un, planned, in a speech in 

7." jblin’jtp ^assert > demand 


the rights of the Sinn Fein 
electorate is at the heart of 
the current impasse." 

Britain says the IRA is 
sitting on a mountain of 
weapons that it must "de- 
commission" to prove its 
commitment to peace. 

London officials have held 
initial peace talks with Sinn 
Fein but the government re- 
fuses to send in ministers 
because Republicans insist 
British forces must disarm 
too. 

Despite high hopes of a 
breakthrough a month ago, 
the logjam has intensified, 
leading to clamour from 
mainstream Irish government 
and other nationalist parties 
for Britain to lift its block on 
talks and accelerate the peace 
process. 

The region has experi- 
enced a fragile peace since 
Protestant guerrillas re- 
sponded to their IRA foes in 
October with a matching 
truce in their violent cam- 
paign waged to protea Brit- 
ish links. 

British troops are back in 
barracks in most areas and 
.patrolling police units no lon- 


: 'I for British ministers to drop * ger cany heavy weaponry. 


V ■'* f^eir refusal to meet with 
- — ol heT parties. 

Sinn Fein spokesman 
Thai traffic cops Richard McAuley said: "He 
. say that the British gov- 

,0 be-wmemonc eminent's refusal to accept 


. Politicians in Northern Ire- 
land’s pro-British Protestant 
majority reacted angrily to an 
admission by Mr. Adams 
Saturday that the IRA was 
unlikely ever to hand over its 


weapons. 

Ken Maginnis, a Ulster 
Unionist Party member of 
parliament, told BBC Radio 
it was further evidence of the 
Republicans’ commitment to 
an “armalite (rifle) and ballot 
box strategy." 

Sunday’s annual cere- 
monies marked the 79th 
anniversary of the "Easter 
rising" in Dublin when re- 
volutionaries seized the capit- 
al’s General Post Office and 
other key points and fought a 
brief, doomed battle with 
British forces to set up a 
provisional Irish government. 

The IRA regards itself as 
the inheritor of a struggle to 
reclaim Northern Ireland, 
which was retained by Lon- 
don under a partition settle- 
ment granting freedom to 
Ireland in 1922. 

Irish police said Sunday 
they had discovered a small 
cache of arms and ammuni- 
tion during a series of sear- 
ches in County Cavan in the 
north of the country. 

The find, which included 
mortars and 1.000 rounds of 
ammunition, was made 
Sarurday night near the town . 
of Ballyjamesduff, said a 
police spokeswoman. 

Irish Republican Army 
guerrillas often stored 
weapons and ammunition 
near the border between Ire- 
land and Northern Ireland 


before the group declared a 
ceasefire. 

In Northern Ireland, police 
said they had completed a 
three-day search of a house 
where a' large haul of arms 
and ammunition was unco- 
vered. 

Three people were charged 
following the seizure of more 
than 40 rifles, pistols and 
sub-machineguns as well as 
ammunition and arms- 
making equipment at a house 
south of Belfast. 

Desmond Lindop, 41, an 
engineer at the Royal Ordn- 
ance Munitions Factory in 
Birtley, Northern England, 
was charged with possessing 
and manufacturing weapons 
along with his brother Dennis 
Lindop, 46. Dennis Lindop’s 
wife Myrtle, 42, was charged 
with withholding informa- 
tion. 

Security analysts said some 
guns were high -standard, 
home-made weapons and 
probably belonged to the 
Ulster Volunteer Force — a 
banned Protestant extremist 
group that matched the IRA 
ceasefire. last autumn. 

- Police -.said 1 the- -building 
may have been used as a 
gun-making factory for the 
past two years. 

Forensic experts were test- 
ing the guns to see whether 
any had been used in guerril- 
la attacks. 


Russians shell Chechens last lowland stronghold 


• ; ' MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
- • ■ ; forces continued their heavy 

• ■ * t .- shelling of Bamut Sunday, as 

‘ e they besieged the last bastion 
. ■ of Chechen rebels in the re- 
f . ;.V S'oo’s lowland, Interfax 
■ "~V;_News Agency said. 

-- : ;.l" ® u * a oltke Friday, when 

. • ~J r ' r Russian troops were repelled 

• -' .Vt'by rebels hiding among 

»_ • ' ' nuclear-proof bunkers on a 

■ former Soviet missile base, 

• - there was no sign of any 

• ^"..advance on Baraut. Interfax 

' said in a report from neigfa- 
f ; bouring Ingushetia. 

• - ■' Interfax said talks between 

... : * Russian commanders and the 
-'. town elders from Bamut to 
' .-./.a '^ srcure its capitulation had 

- “Supporters of 

'- vCbechen leader) Dzhokhar 
^.^ Dudayev say they intend to 
insist to the end," it said. 

••• I 1 * former missile base at 

Bamut is the last Tebel stron- 
^jold in the fertile and 
r» dustrially-deve loped land 
Roys p. af northern and central 

arrested over cechenya. 

»*f «H*;Orfir e After a night of heavy artil- 
W !na .^bardment Friday. 

.. ' J v u ^® n forces tried to enter 

’■’!° amQt .bat were forced back 
>y an intense counter-attack 


in which several suldiers were 
killed. 

Once Bamut is captured, 
the rebels would be reduced 
to fighting a guerrilla war 
from the mountains of south- 
ern Chechenya where they 
have already set up bases. 

Russia’s military campaign 
launched in December to 
crush rebels in Chechenya. a 
mainly Muslim region which 
declared independence in 
1991, has dragged on far lon- 
ger than Moscow first envis- 
aged. 

Thousands of people, 
mostly civilians, have been 
killed. 

On Friday, the Interior 
Ministry said the commander 
of Russian forces in 
Chechenya, Colonel General 
Anatoly Kulikov, needed a 
rest after three months in the 
field and would be replaced 
by Mikhail Yegorov, head of 
its Organised Crime Depart- 
ment. 

Domestic and international 
criticism of the Russian cam- 
paign in Chechenya increased 
after reports of a massacre of 
civilians in the western 
Chechen town of Samasbki a 


week ago. 

The International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross and 
Russian troops killed at least 
250 people, using “disprop- 
ortionate” force, to capture 
die town. 

The Interior Ministry de- 
nied the charge. 

The European Union said 
Saturday it was deeply con- 
cerned at reports of human 
rights violations by Russian 
forces in Sam as hid and urged 
Russia to end violence 
against civilians. 

The issue of the Kremlin's 
heavy-handed treatment of 
Chechenya is likely to marr 
next month’s celebrations in 
Moscow marking the 50th 
anniversary of the allied vic- 
tory in World War II. 

Germany’s opposition So- 
cial Democratic Party (SPD) 
has urged Chancellor Helmut 
.Kohl either to condemn Rus- 
sia’s war against Chechenya 
or stay at home. 

Meanwhile, two months af- 
ter Russian forces finally cap- 
tured the Chechen capital — 
essentially by reducing large 
sections of it to rubble — the 
toothless 70-year-old Rus- 


sian. Nina Nufreevna, can 
boast of having to walk only a 
kilometre to an outdoor 
pump to collect relatively 
clean drinking water. 

The less fortunate can be 
seen gathering pails of cloudy 
water from the Sunzha River 
which runs through town. 
Decomposing corpses floated 
along its banks not long ago. 

The Russian government 
promised a mass cleanup and 
reconstruction effort in Groz- 
ny after driving out separatist 
rebels but the city still almost 
entirely lacks even 
elementary services such as 
electricity and running water. 

That has left people like 
Nina, who managed to sur- 
vive Russian troops’ mass 
bombardment of the former 
industrial centre of 400,000, 
furious and cynical at prom- 
ises of helpfS from Moscow. 

“Help? From who, our 
alcoholic President Yeltsin? 
If 1 had to rely on him I 
would have croaked from 
hunger long ago,” said Nina, 
a widow, as she filled her 
40-litre plastic container with 
water and began to cart it 
away. 


Yeltsin returns from holiday to face problems 


.■i '^SCOW (R> - Russian 
..-^President Boris Yeltsin re- 
r^.urned from an extended 
;■ v ', 10ljda y Sunday to face milir- 
“"(Rets in Chechenya 
.. Tajikistan, mounting 

•- '■■\ n ? 10ns Wth Ukraine and a 
- ■ v>enes of other problems at 
'yg* and abroad. 

holiday, divided be- 
„ • ■•■;.* een the North Caucasus 
assort of Kislovodsk and 
'l/.^ochi on the Black Sea, 
\}:>:*ed three weeks instead of 
S Ie planned two. 

../ He set the tone for his 
" . turn in a Saturday inter- 
with the official ITAR- 
1 *SS news agency in which 
rV on a wide range 

‘ problems with the excep- 
‘ii of the nidst burning one 
bloody conflict in the 
: para list region of 


..' Russian troops Sunday 
Hied the town of Bamut, 
. V last rebel stronghold on 
- - A ;,.* • Chechen lowland. 

'^Mier taking Bamut, the 
^.’-“'ssians are expected to turn 
, " southern mountains 
■ • ere most of the rebels are 

^ntrated. 


Russia's military did little 
for Mr. Yeltsin's image last 
week when their capture of 
the town of Samashki trig- 
gered renewed accusations of 
atrocities. 

The European Union said 
Saturday it was deeply con- 
cerned by reports of human 
rights violations by Russian 
forces in Samashki and urged 
Moscow to end violence 
against civilians. 

The conflict will oversha- 
dow celebrations in Moscow 
marking the 50th anniversary 
of the allied victory over Nazi 
Germany in World War II on 
May 9. Dozens of world lead- 
ers are expected to attend, 
including U.S. President Bill 
Gin ton. who then stays for a 
summit with Mr. Yeltsin. 

When Mr. Yeltsin left for 
rhe holiday on March 27. he 
said he envisaged problems at 
the summit over Russia's 
plans to sell nuclear reaaors 
to Iran, opposed by Washing- 
ton. 

But on Saturday he told 
TASS he expected the sum- . 
mit to be fruitful. 

Mr. Yeltsin warned 


opposition groups against us- 
ing the V-E Day ceremonies 
to stage “provocations.” 

The war in Chechenya is by 
far the most serious headache 
for Mr. Yeltsin, whose popu- 
larity is at a record low and 
who has yet to decide 
whether to run in presidential 
elections next year. 

But problems are also 
mounting in the former 
Sovier Republic of Tajikis- 
tan. where Russia runs the 
risk of a new war front open- 
ing up. reminiscent of the 
disastrous IG-year interven- 
tion in Afghanistan, where 
over 13,000 Soviet soldiers 
died. 

Mr. Yeltsin said Friday he 
backed extra military aid to 
Tajikistan where Moscow 
forces are engaged in fighting 
with Islamic rebels based in 
Afghanistan and local insur- 
gents. 

Another hot issue for Mr. 
Yeltsin is Ukraine. He said 
on Saturday he would sign a 
much-delayed friendship 
treaty with Ukraine only af- 
ter it solved a dispute with its 
autonomous region of 


Crimea, dominated by ethnic 
Russians. 

His remarks are likely to 
further complicate Moscow's 
relations with Ukraine, which 
last month outlawed 
Crimea’s constitution, eli- 
minated the post’of regional 
president and made its gov- 
ernment directly responsible 
to Kiev. 

Mr. Yeltsin also made 
dear Saturday he intended to 
fight attempts by parliament 
to reverse his decision to 
grant the main channel of the 
former Soviet television to a 
new, partially privatised com- 
pany. 

President Yeltsin Saturday 
rejected accusations by poli- 
tical opponents that he' might 
be planning to cancel or post- 
pone parliamentary and pres- 
idential elections. ITAR- 
TASS news agency said. 

“In my (state of the nation) 
address to parliament I have 
stressed that elections would 
be held on dates spelled out 
by the constitution.” Mr. 
Yeltsin said. 

“I have no intention to 
change this position." 
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Bosnian government forces 
advance south of Sarajevo 


French U.N. soldiers rush to evacuate a comrade after be was centre of Sarajevo. The French U.N. soldier, who was trying to 
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SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Government soldiers broke 
through Serb lines south of 
Sarajevo Sunday, capturing a 
mountain peak and several 
villages, Bosnian Serb lead- 
ers said. 

The latest advance by the 
Muslim-led government's 
troops came as a failed four- 
month ceasefire agreement 
entered its final two weeks, 
and combatants were gearing 
for more heavy fighting in the 
3-year-old conflict. 

Tension has escalated 
throughout Bosnia and parti- 
cularly in Sarajevo, where 
snipers killed two French 
peacekeepers Friday and 
Saturday. 

Bosnian SeTb military 
sources in the northwest town 
of Sanslri Most, where Bos- 
nian Serb leaders gathered, 
said a government offensive 
early Sunday had broken 
through Serb defences on 
Mount Treskavica, about 30 
kilometres south of Sarajevo. 

They captured the moun- 
tain peak of Djokino Brdo 
and nearby villages, and kil- 
led 14 Serb soldiers, the milit- 
ary sources said. 

Bosnian Serb leader Rado- 
van Karadzic charged in an 
interview in Sanslri Most that 
the offensive showed the 
Bosnian government was in- 
terested in fighting rather 
than negotiations. 

“The international com- 
munity should withdraw im- 
mediately any support for the 
Muslim side because support- 
ing the Muslims means pro- 
longing the war," he said. 

The government has been 
on the offensive on several 


important mountain areas for 
nearly a month. It managed 
to capture a strategic com- 
munications tower on Mount 
Vlasic, about 70 kilometres 
northwest of Sarajevo last 
month. 

Serbs, who have taken con- 
trol of 70 per cent of Bosnia 
in their fight to separate from 
the Muslim-oriented govern- 
ment are being pushed back 
in places. 

Marking the third 
anniversary of the Bosnian 
aimy, the commander, Gen. 
Rasim Delic said Saturday 
that only inflicting heavy 
casualties on the Serbs will 
make them accept a negoti- 
ated end to the war. 

The two sides agreed at the 
end of 1994 to a four-month 
c e as e fire, during which nego- 
tiators would try to find a 
settlement. But talks. have 
gotten nowhere. 

The government accepted 
an international peace plan 
that would give it and its 
Goat allies 51 per cent of 
Bosnia, and the Serbs 49 per 
cent. Mr. Karadzic has only 
said that he could use the 
plan as the basis of foture 
negotiations. 

France, the largest contri- 
butor of troops to the U.N. 
mission in Bosnia, was out- 
raged at the killing of two of 
its soldiers. Its defence minis- 
ter, Francois Leotard, said 
his country would consider 
withdrawing its troops. 

“We are going to discuss 
this issue with our European 
partners,” he said. 

Officials said it’s still un- 
clear who fired the shots that 
killed the peacekeepers. 


Since early 1992, 159 
peacekeepers have been kil- 
led throughout the former 
Yugoslavia, including 33 
Frenchmen. Eric Hardoin 
was the 58th to be killed in a 
combat-related incident. 

The return of the anti- 
sniper barricades, which 'Har- 
doin was helping erect, 
underscored the increasingly 
precarious security situation 
in Sarajevo. 

Another U.N. spokesman, 
Maj. Pierre Chavancy, said 
explosions and exchanges of 
fire were reported along 
Sarajevo’s front lines Satur- 
day and early Sunday. 
Almost 1,000 firing incidents 
were reported in the previous 
24 hours, he said Sunday 
morning. 

U.N. officials who spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
said they would try to reopen 
the airport Sunday to bring in 
badly needed fuel supplies. 
The airport was closed on 
April 8 after a U.S. cargo 
plane was hit by 10 small- 
arms rounds. 

Bosnian Serb political and 
military chiefs are blaming 
each other for recent combat 
successes by their Muslim-led 
foes, widening a split between 
the two camps, Serb sources 
said Sunday. 

The disputes have surfaced 
at a meeting of the self-styled 
Bosnian Serb parliament in 
the northwestern town of 
Sanski Most where deputies 
Sunday began a second day 
of heated dosed-door discus- 
sions on their military future. 

Hardline Bosnian Serb 
Army (BSA) chief General 
Ratko Mladic gave a bleak 


assessment Of his soldiers’ 
capadty to contain the resur- 
gent Bosnian government 
army, which has won 
strategic ground with light- 
ning attacks in recent weeks. 

Gen. Mladic's leadership 
suffered unprecedented cri- 
ticism from deputies angry at 
the loss of ground in northern 
Bosnia, a vital communica- 
tions tower on Mt. Vlasic in 
central Bosnia, and the fai- 
lure to crush' the northwest- 
ern Muslim enclave of Bihac. 

Gen. Mladic responded 
that a lack of political com- 
mitment to all-out war 
against the Bosnian govern- 
ment was to blame for the 
setbacks, sources close to the 
meeting said. 

The Serb general was ex- 
pected to point to the diver- 
sion of dwindling fuel sup- 
plies and other resources for 
the private benefit of politi- 
cians when he made his de- 
fence at a further debate Sun- 
day, they said. 

The ethnic mini-state the 
Serbs have carved out of 
Bosnia by war has been badly 
hit by a nine-month trade 
blockade slapped on it by 
former patron Serbian Presi- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic for 
refusing to sign a peace deal. 

Western diplomats and 
U.N. officials say relations 
between the Bosnian Serb 
Army and political leaders 
have worsened and they re- 
port growing division within 
the political leadership itself. 

Serb military self- 
confidence has been dented 
by Bosnian government army 
viaories ana their high cost 
in lost Serb lives. 


Chirac firmly in lead as 1st round ballot nears 


PARIS (R) — The first 
round of the French pres- 
idential election, campaign 
began its final week Sunday 
with conservative Paris 
Mayor Jacques Chirac firmly 
in the lead bur unable to win 
the majority needed to avert 
a run-off ballot. 

The final voter survey re- 
leased ahead of a blackout on 
polls that tobk effect at mid- 
night [Saturday ‘gave'' Mr'.' 
Chirhd'26.5 -per <ent of the 
first-round vote to 20.5 per 
cent for Socialist Lionel Jos- 
pin and 16.5 per cent for 
conservative Prime Minister 
Edouard Bahadur. 

The IFOP poll for the 
weekly Le Journal Du 
Dimanche. conducted Friday 
on Saturday, suggested Mr. 
Chirac would face Mr. Jospin 
in the May 7 run-off and then 
go on to easily defeat the 
Socialist by 57 to 43 per cent. 

However, about a third of 
voters said they still might 
change their minds in the 
campaign to choose a succes- 
sor to Francois Mitterrand, 
who steps down next month 
after two seven-year terms as 
head of state. 

Another 36.5 per cent said 
they intended to cast their 
first -round ballot for one of 
six other presidential candi- 
dates ranging from Jean- 
Marie Le Pen of the extreme- 
right National Front to Trots- 
kyite Arlette Laguiller. 

A week ahead of the April 
23 initial ballot.' Jean-Luc 
Parodi. National Political Sci- 
ence Foundation research 
direaor said: “Never during 
the Fifth Republic has the 




French presidential candidate and mayor of voters at a retirement home in the Paris 
Paris, Jacques Chirac (left), and his wife suburb of Sarcelles (AFP photo) 

Bernadette (3rd left) pay a visit to elderly 


total of the two candidates 
qualifying for the second 
round been so weak. 

"This shows a breakdown 
of the political system and a 
weakened legitimacy that 
could deprive the new presi- 
dent of his traditional state of 
grace,” he wrote in Le Jour- 
nal Du Dimanche. 

The campaign has been 
marked primarily by a clash 
of personalities rather than a 
battle over ideology or issues. 

The leading candidates 
agree that high unemploy- 
ment is the nation’s most 


pressing problem. 

But their programmes dif- 
fer more in emphasis than in 
substance, and economists 
predict that none of their 
proposals would make much 
of a dent in France’s unem- 
ployment rate, which hovers 
at over 12 per cent despite a 
growing economy. 

Two of the three leaders. 
Mr. Chirac and Mr. Bahadur, 
are from the same Gaullist 
Rally For the Republic party. 

The campaign has had 
three different frontrunners 
since beginning in earnest ab- 






French Prune Minister and presidential candi- Plessis-Trevise during a campaign stop (AFP 
dale Edouard BaUadur (Kelt) chats with young photo) 
residents of the southern Paris suburb of 


out eight months ago. 

Mr. BaUadur, the initial 
favourite and running pri- 
marily on his two-year record 
as prime minister, has been 
overtaken in the polls by both 
Socialist Jacques Delors and 
Mr. Chirac. 

But Mr. Delors decided in 
December against becoming 
a candidate. leaving the 
Socialists without a siandard- 
bearer until January, when 
ex -Education Minister Jospin 
was chosen. 

Mr. BaUadur sank a second 
time in February, after his 
government was hit in rapid 
succession by a wire-tapping 
scandal, a spy tiff with the 
United States and a con- 
troversy over his personal fi- 
nances and public role. 

By the first week in March. 
Mr. Chirac had assumed the 
lead, winning over young vo- 
ters. women and even many 
on the left with his calls for 
radical change and charges 
that Mr. BaUadur repre- 
sented ineffective status-quo. 
leadership. 

Mr. BaUadur stepped up 
his campaign, jabbing more 
aggressively at Mr. Chirac, 
claiming he too wanted 
change, and softening his im- 
age to appear less patrician. 

But in the past week, the 
premier again began sinking 
in the polls as Mr. Chirac 
picked up steam ahead of the 
final stretch. 


Bhutto: U.S. visit will strengthen mutual ties 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhut- 
to said here Sunday that her 
visit to the United States had 
defined new, more mature 
parameters for Pakistan’s fu- 
ture relations with Washing- 
ton. 

As thousands of party sup- 
porters turned out to greet 
her on her return, Ms. Bhut- 
to told a news conference 
that talks with President Bill 
Clinton and U.S. lawmakers 
marked a “significant 
change” in the bilateral ties 


which had been in a "state of 
drift” since 1990. 

She refused to comment on 
opposition claims she had re- 
turned empty handed due to 
a lack of a firm commitment 
by Washington on lifting an 
economic and military 
embargo. 

Ms. Bhutto argued that her 
trip marked the first time a 
U.S. president had publicly 
said that "Pakistan has not 
been treated fairly." 

Her aim had been to estab- 
lish a relationship based qn 


trade and not aid, she said, 
adding U.S. companies 
signed memoranda of under- 
standing for investment com- 
mitments worth $6 billion. 

“This visit has thus proved 
to be a defining movement in 
the evolution of a new and 
more mature partnership in 
the post cold war era.” she 
said. 

The eight-day trip was the 
first by a Pakistani chief ex- 
ecutive since the United 
States placed an embargo on 
economic and military assist- 


ance to Pakistan in 1990 be- 
cause of concerns Islamabad 
was developing nuclear 
weapons. 

Washington also stopped 
the delivety of 28 F-16 fighter 
planes to Pakistan and other 
equipment for which Pakis- 
tan had paid around $1.4 
billion. 

During the visit Ms. Bhut- 
to won two key pledges from 
Mr. Ginton to resolve the jet 
fighters issue and to mediate 
in the volatile Kashmir con- 
flict. 
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Playing fair at U.N. 


THE U.N. Security Council made an unsuc- 
cessful bid last week to allay the anxieties and 
fears of the non-nuclear countries when it 
adopted a half-backed resolution on the eve 
of the New York meeting to discuss the 
extension of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT). One article in the resolution 
spoke of offering “technical, medical, scien- 
tific or humanitarian assistance” to coun- 
tries which stay away from developing or 
possessing nuclear weapons even if they were 
threatened by them. It is not surprising that 
the greater number of the nuclear have-nots 
immediately registered their disappointment 
with the council’s action because what they 
had been waiting for and expecting was 
something much more coherent and effec- 
tive. Non unclear states which renounce the 
right to possess weapons available to the big 
and mighty nations deserve a more meaning- 
ful assistance should they be threatened by or 
become the targets of nuclear attacks. The 
least that is needed in this context is an 
ironclad assurance that the attacking or 
threatening country would be met with a 
resolute counterattack or threat from the five 
permanent members of the council. 

This is not to mention that as things stand 
now with the council, in terms of its composi- 
tion and rales of procedure, there can be no 
fail-safe - guarantee that the principle five 
nuclear powers would or could indeed exer- 
cise this prerogative should it be agreed upon 
as a quid pro quo for accepting the indefinite 
extension of the treaty. The dismay of the 
weaker countries, as represented mainly by 
the Non-Aligned Movement nations, over the 
preparatory work being done in anticipation 
of this week’s meeting in New York, was 
made loud and clear when they made it 
well-known in advance that they are not 
prepared to give the nuclear powers a b lank 
check before their reasonable demands are 
met. 

Even the pledge by the major nuclear 
powers to negotiate in “good faith,” for 
nuclear disarmament does not go far enough 
to satisfy the legitimate concerns of the 
have-nots. The language used in the resolu- 
tion suggests that the permanent members of 
the council have not been negotiating in good 
faith all along. This is one frKtor. Another is 
connected to the kind of assurances that the 
nuclear countries will give on their intentions 
for the future.Then there is the question of 
making the pious commitment to nuclear 
disarmament a sine qua non for the desired 
extension by making the renewal of the 
treaty contingent on the implementation of 
the promise to end nuclear armament within 
an agreed period. Short of doing what is 
necessary, there is every reason to suspect 
the real intentions of the big powers in 
attempting to extend the treaty. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


REGARDLESS OF the different views on the U.N. 
Security Council's decision that allowed Iraq to sell limited 
amounts of oil to buy medicine and food for its people, the 
step marks the beginning of the end of the unjust sanctions 
that have been imposed on the Iraqi people since August 
1990, saids Tareq Masarweh, a columnist in A1 Ra'i daily 
Sunday. As the world witnesses intensified moves on the 
part of Iraq, some Arab states and other nations to end the 
embargo, one can only admire the heroic steadfastness of 
the Iraqi people, who have been subjected to hardship and 
deprivation for so long, said the writer. Countries hostile to 
Iraq and the Arab people in general have been allocating 
millions of dollars to bring about the downfall of the Iraqi 
regime, which, said the writer, can only be changed from 
within; and so all enemy plans were futile all these years. 
AH those Arabs who conspired with the enemy against 
their Iraqi brethren and Arab Nation to change the regime 
in Baghdad have failed in their bid, while the Kurds in the 
north, who chose to side with the enemy, have ended up 
serving the interests of the Turkish government and acting 
against their own kinsmen, said the writer. 


AL DUSTOUR columnist Ali Safadi paid tribute to France 
and the French leaders for their consistent and firm policy 
with regard to the status of Jerusalem. Despite their 
involvement in the presidential campaigns and despite 
Jewish pressure. French leaders have proved to be sincere 
in their support for Arab rights and have not budged from 
their declared position and their non-recognition of Israel's 
illegal annexation of Arab Jerusalem, said the writer. 
Stressing the importance of such stand from a major world 
power concerning Arab rights, the writer said the French 
support for Arab and Palestinian rights come at a time 
when the Middle East peace process is passing through a 
crucial stage 


Human Rights File Byv 

All Jordanians are equal 


ByW “” ls, ' d ‘ Arafat, Islamists 


THE CLASH between Circassian and Salti students at the 
University of Jordan last week is a grim reminder that the 
Jordanian house may not be in order to the extent that we 
all wish it to be. The latest outburst of violence between 
Jordanians on ethnic or origin basis was not an isolated 
incident. Similar events occurred at several university 
campuses and even during football matches. All these 
internal conflicts have been taking place against the 
backdrop of increasing de facto distinctions being made 
between Jordanians. 

What exacerbates the local scene even further is the rise 
of tribalism and family associations. We are used to tribal 
loyalties and solidarities. But this trend has taken a turn for 
the worst when families large and small began to form their 
own associations and establish home headquarters for them 
as if they are some sort of additional features of the 
Jordanian house. 

These trends lead me to the conclusion that we need a 
domestic peace process as much as we need an external or 
regional peace process. There is no sense in promoting 
peace on the outside if peace at home is allowed to erode to 
the extent that Jordanians become factionalised along 
ethnic or racial or religious or origin basis. 

This assessment further leads me to the conclusion that 
perhaps we have not been doing our homework at the local 
level to tiie extent that is commensurate with the challenges 
of the new era facing the area. House tending is therefore 
urgently called for to promote a contemporary sense of 
citizenship by combating and preventing discrimination 
between Jordanian along racial, religious, ethnic or origin 
lines. Otherwise we all are going to inherit a situation that 
could be explosive and destabilising. I certainly do not have 
all the answers but I do know that we are all sowing the 
seeds for future domestic conflicts unless something is done 
to rectify current shortcomings. There are many reasons to 
suspect that this phenomenon is worrying to an increasing 
number of Jordanians across the board. Many so-called 
“saloon" talks are being devoted to this sensitive subject. 


The beauty of this country lies in the fact that it is the flag 
bearer of the great Arab Revolt. This legacy in itself would 
impose on the Kingdom certain guidelines that are well 
enshrined in Arab nationalism as espoused by the revolu- 
tion led by the late Sharif Hussein. What better proof of 
this than the fact that the army of Jordan is still called the 
Arab Army. There can be no differential treatment 
between one Jordanian and another under the crystal clear 
message of the founders of this country. 


We have become parties to several international treaties 
on human rights, which would make any discrimination 
among Jordanians on whatever basis unlawful. The Inter- 
national Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), 
to dte. but one example, is dear on the illegality of 
according differential treatment to citizens whether in feet 
or in law. The relevant human rights bodies created by the 
international human rights conventions often call for 
affirmative action to rectify any existing or lingering 
discrimination between nationals of any given country. In 
the U.S., where the African-Americans were especially 
targetted for discrimination in the past decades, new laws 
have been enacted not only to end this discrimination but 
also to call for increasing effort so that blacks are 
proportionally represented in all walks of life in due course. 


The quiet discussions need to come up to the surface by all 
people who are genuinely concerned about the Kingdom 


people who are genuinely concerned about the Kingdom 
and its future course. People who wish to stay silent are 
doing a great disservice to the country. 


Closer to home, the people of this country may bear the 
main responsibility towards ending any current negative 
distinctions between Jordanians. This fact, however, would 
not excuse the state from taking effective action towards 
this objective. To begin with, there is an urgent need for a 
political will on the part of all the branches of government 
to stop the negative trends that seem to be mushrooming 
right and left. The articulation of a clear polity statement 
on this score is urgently called for. Even more pressing is 
state practices that would add credence to this aspired state 
policy. Discriminatory practices will not end unless and 
until there is a clear signal from the goverment that 
distinctions between citizens would not be tolerated in 
word and deed. Jordan can then offer a fine example for all 
the other Arab countries on contemporary nationality by 
sticking to the message of the Arab Revolution in spite of 
all the challenges and negative experiences. 
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Seeds of democracy in S. Arabia 


By David Gardner 


THE MAN who spoke first 
in the debate was an Egyp- 
tian Marxist. It was mid- 
night in a wedding hall on 
the outskirts of Riyadh, and 
our host was a Saudi prince 
who had invited 100 intel- 
lectuals — a quarter of 
them from other Arab 
countries — to put their 
views on the politics, reli- 
gion and culture of Saudi 
Arabia and the region. 

Such open debate was 
“rarer than rain" in a socie- 
ty ruled on feudal fines by 
an absolute monarchy, a 
Palestinian academic 
observed, ignoring the 
freak showers that haul just 
brought the desert into 
bloom. The prince’s uni- 
que, if informal, majlis was 
a sign that something is 
stirring in the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia. 

“There is now a lot of 
debate, inside and outside 
| the monarchy," says 
, another member of the 
royal family. “But what is 
being discussed is the speed 
of reform; what to change, 
how to do it, how to pack- 
age it and sell it." 

The House of Saud, 
which forged the modern 
Saudi Arabia in 1932 after a 
series of conquests, has 
overcome many challenges 
to its hegemony. It has 
managed the sudden arrival 
of great wealth from its 
ownership of a quarter of 
the world's oil reserves, fol- 
lowed by a downward spiral 
in oil prices; 'the importing 
of foreign labour equivalent 
to a third of the population; 
the 1979 seizure of the great 
mosque at Mecca by Islam- 
ist zealots, and the annual 
influx of two million Mus- 
lim pilgrims, including 
organised partisans of 
Iran’s Islamic revolution; 
and the 1991 Gulf war, with 
the socially and politically 
discomfiting presence of 
some 800,000 foreign 
troops on Saudi soil. 

"If you have looked at 
the emergencies and dis- 
location this country has 
been through since the 
1950s — and you didn't 
know the outcome — you 
would surely have con- 
cluded that (the Saudi 
state) had not survived,” 
smiles one middle-ranking 
member of the royal family. 
“But I agree that the chal- 
lenge is not over, in some 
respects, it is just begin- 


ning." 

For years, the AJ Saud 
have monopolised power 
and, in return, provided a 
subsidised livelihood for the 
masses and an affluent lifes- 
tyle for the elite. Now, 
however, the A1 Saud grip 
on power is taut with unre-_ 
solved tensions. Saudis are* 
better educated and in- 
creasingly demanding, at a 
time when the govern- 
ment's reflex response to 
throwing money at the least 
twitch of discontent is final- 
ly being constrained by the 
effects of a decade of fiscal 
deficits. 

Soft oil prices have led to 
a shortage of cash. Last 
year and this, the govern- 
ment decreed severe budget 
cuts to reduce the deficit 
from around nine per cent 
of gross domestic product in 
1994 to about four per cent 
by the end of 1995. It has 
also delayed for resche- 
duled payments to foreign 
and Saudi contractors, and 
sharply raised hitherto 
minimal local fees for pow- 
er, petrol, water, tele- 
phones and domestic 
flights. “We were living in a 
fat environment,*’ says 
Abdul Rahman A1 Zamil, 
deputy trade minister. 

But there is little room 
for manoeuvre. Foreign 
assets have been run down 
to $65 billion (£40.6 billion) 
— about half prerGulf war 
levels or a third of holdings 
a decade ago — and these 
are illiquid. The kingdom 
spent up to $60bn under- 
writing the Gulf war and is 
committed to $80bn In 
capital outlays, two-thirds 
of it on weapons, worsening 
a 10-year-old trend of large 
current account deficits. 

Government officials 
rightly point to achieve- 
ments in developing infras- 
tructure and diversifying 
away from crude oil pro- 
duction to petrochemicals, 
plastics and other indus- 
tries. Mr. AJ Zamil says 
$16bn in spending cuts last 
year were “replaced" by an 
increase in private-sector 
investment of $I5bn, keep- 
ing growth marginally posi- 
tive. But domestic growth 
does not supply the govern- 
ment with revenue, almost 
all of which comes from oil * 

Part of the Saudi social 
contract is that there is no 
income tax, with corporate 
tax only on foreign com- 
panies, most of which have 
been set up under tax holi- 


day schemes. King Fahd in 
January told his subjects 
this year’s utility price rises 
were only temporary, but 
that depends on the oil mar- 
ket. The extra revenue 
raised by this year’s budget 
would evaporate with little 
more than a $1 drop in the 
price of crude. 

Dissent in the kingdom is 
diffuse and hard to quan- 
tify, and is as likely to focus 
on corruption and the con- 
spicuous consumption of 
some members of the royal 
family as on the overall 
policy of financial austerity. 

The Saudi regime is to 
some extent a victim of its 
successes. In the last 25 
years; half a million Saudis 
educated abroad have been 
exposed to outside influ- 
ences, and the government 
has imposed education for a 
generation of women, who 
nevertheless remain invisi- 
ble under the austere Isla- 
- mic social code, segregated 
in public and at work. Civil 
service pay structures have 
not been changed for 14 
years, making many young 
Saudis dependent on ex- 
tended families to get by. 
“This is a society in fer- 
ment," a Western diplomat 
says. 

Although tough decisions 
lie ahead — such as 
whether to introduce wider 
taxation and a mooted 
mini-budget with a further 
four per cent spending cut 
on top of 19 per cent in 1994 
and six per cent this year — 
there is no effective 
mechanism for consulta- 
tion. Two years ago King 
Fahd created a Majlis A1 
Shura (consultative council) 
to fill this vacuum. But 
although its 60 members are 
highly educated, they are 
nominated by the king, who 
may ignore them. 

Policy-making can be 
hesitant, with public opin- 
ion tested only after a new 
policy has been announced. 
“You get the input to 
policy-making at the point 
of output," says one 
academic, referring to the 
frequent withdrawal of 
edicts once they are found 
to antagonise particular in- 
terest groups. Four years 
ago, a decree levying in- 
come tax on foreigners was 
revoked within 48 hours 
when it became dear that 
hospitals and universities 
dependent on them would 
grind to a halt. 

Opinions differ on the 


risks monarchy might take 
on reform. The most unex- 
pected speaker at that 
wedding-hall debate was 
Ahmad A1 Tuweiijeri, one 
of the kingdom’s most ar- 
ticulate dissidents, impris- 
oned in 1992 as a signatory 
of the first of half a dozen 
petitions to the king, call- 
ing, among other things, for 
elections to the Majlis AI 
Shura and an end to corrup- 
tion. After softening up his 
audience with a risque joke 
and some verse, he advo- 
cated pluralism, without 
calling the monarchy into 
question. 

As one Islamist reformer 
puts it: “We have advanced 
materially, while retreating 
intellectually. (Elections) 
axe an absolute necessity to 
preserve sodal cohesion 
and prevent breakdown. 
Some of ourconceptions 
are simply wrong. There is 
nothing in our religion that 
says women can’t partici- 


pate fully in society. It is 
more (a question of) tradi- 


tion. 

Such voices onderline 
that the traditional religious 
establishment has fallen 
into discredit because of its 
slavish adherence to the 
monarchy, and that youn- 
ger religious leaders must 
be brought into the debate 
on reform; if they are ex- 
cluded, they may fell under 
the spell of the fun- 
damentalists who urge the 
A 1 Saud to live up to then- 
severe, Wahhabi brand of 
Islam. 

But as one experienced 
diplomat in the Kingdom 
warns, “reform implies re- 
formers, it implies organisa- 
tions. and there is no toler- 
ance here for that." The 
government has cracked 
down on fundamentalists, 
while giving free rein to the 
Motawa, or religions 
police, to enforce social 
conformity. 

“We are trying to provide 
the objective situation for 
gradual change,” says one 
liberal prince, who acknow- 
ledges that “one of the 
obstacles to change is that 
we are co-opting the fun- 
damentalists. The Motawa 
you see in the streets is part 
of that." Elections, and the 
integration of women into 
public life, “will eventually 
happen,” he believes. King 
Fahd, he says, 1 'takes time 
to make up his mind.” 


The Financial Times 


pull back 
from brink 


By Robert Mahoney 

Reuter 


GAZA — On the surface 
Gaza looks as though it is 
becoming another Leba- 
non. 

Basic ingredients for civil 
war arc already in place — 
factional fighting, Islamic 
farnfam^Unn , an abund- 
ance of arms, poverty and 
the continued presence of 
Israeli troops. 

Tension between Pales- 
tine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) and the militant 
Muslim grouts Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad is the highest 
since Yasser Arafat took 
charge of the self-rule 
Palestinian authority last 
July. 

But Mr. Arafat and the 
Islamis ts are now trying to 
pull back from the abyss, 
believing that open warfare 
would serve only Israel. 

In interviews with Reu- 
ters, Islamic activists and 
PLO officials expressed an- 
ger and fear at the de- 
teriorating political and 
security situation in the 
Gaza Strip. But most 
wanted to leave the door 
open for dialogue. 

“I think in the future 
there must be a real, serious 
dialogue between Hamas 
and the authority,” said 
Imad Falouji, an activist in 
Hamas and a founding 
member of its military wing 
Qassam. 

He was speaking after 
what Islamists agreed was 
the heaviest crackdown Mr. 
Arafat bad ever staged 
against them. More than 
200 have been arrested 
since Islamic Jihad and 
Hamas suicide bombers kil- 
led seven Israeli soldiers 
and a U.S. woman going to 
Jewish settlements in Gaza 
on Sunday. 

PLO sources said Mr. 
Arafat was furious, taking 
tiie attacks' as an assault on 
his personal credibility and 
authority. He is stung by 
taunts that the 1993 peace 
accord has done nothing 


LETTERS 
Attitude towards 
animals must change 


To the Editor: 

ON BEHALF of the Jordanian Society for the Protection 
of Animals (JSPA), may I thank Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh for 
writing the article “Pet responsibility, pet abuse and the 
authorities.” (the Jordan Times. April 13). It is a subject 
which has become of great concern to us. 

Dr. Majdoubeh is right when he says there is much 
ignorance about keeping pets. We receive many complaints 
about dogs being kept tied on very short chains without 
shelters from all weathers, with no water, little food and no 
exercise. Consequently, the dogs excrete and urinate where 
they are tied and live a life of misery and extreme boredom. 


often becoming aggressive because of it. This is similar to 
humans being kept in a prison in unsanitary and inhumane 
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conditions. The dog is being “punished” by being impris- 
oned merely for existing. We also receive complaints that 
neighbours who don’t like pets take pot-shots at thenror 
stone them over the garden wall. 

If an owner hasn't time to exercise a dog then be 
shouldn't have one. However, there is a compromise. He 
can fix up a “running wire” several metiers long, to which 
the dog’s chain can be attached, so that at least it can move 
up and down and stretch its legs. We find that among city 
and suburban dwellers a German Shepherd dog is a kind of 
“status symbol.” Some of these are kept just to look at, 
tied short without adequate shelter, where they can be 
neither a pet nor a guard dog. 

Frequently, we are asked by the villagers in Wadi Seer 
why we walk the dogs we have at our new clinic, and 
sometimes children from three years upwards will throve 
stones at them while the dogs are actually on leads. 

Children have been brought up to throw stones at dogs 
and cats as soon as they can walk, because the animals are 
regarded as “dirty.” We recently found two kittens which j 
had been stoned to death, one kilometre from the clinic. 
We have found many animals, including sheep, goats, 
donkeys and horses with an eye missing as a result of 
stone-throwing. Most dogs and cats are in fact very clean if 
looked after properly and trained the correct way. A 
disciplined animal is a pleasure to have, as is a disciplined 

child. 

Most animal problems are caused by the ignorance or 
irresponsibility of owners, and not the animals themselves. 
Very few dogs are born vicious. If treated well from birth, 
the majority are very tractable and will be very faithful and 
fnendly to a good owner. They will become aggressive if 
they are kept constantly tied short, have stones thrown at 
them, are not fed properly and are treated as if they are 
inanimate objects. They are then only defending them- 
selves against abuse and indifference. 

Dr. Majdoubeh rightly says that people need to & 
educated about pets. In February 1994 JSPA began an 
educational programme about the care and welfare and 

respect of animals. in pnftnpratinr, ivirti *h#» Mini^ftV Of f 


educational programme about the care and welfare and 
respect^ of animals, in cooperation with the Ministry of 
Edcuation. visiting schools to give lectures and show slid® 
and videos. The teachers also discuss various aspects wire 
the children. It is interesting to note that many children 
think it is the right thing to do to regard dogs and cats a 1 
animals to be shot at and stoned. We also have a video on 
training pet dogs basic obediance, for those who need to 
learn. 

We would welcome help from the media to put the 
message over, but owners themselves need to make an 
effon to improve the situation. It is of great benefit to 
humans as well as animals, which should not be penalised 
just for being alive. 

. Miss Chris Larter. 

JSPA, 

Wadi Seer,Amn»£d 
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but relieve Israel of the 
burden of policing Gaza. 

“He thinks the IriaiFfa 
movements have crossed 
the red line and pnt fay 
autonomy project in serious 


danger.” said an Islamic 
Jihad member. “So be has 
decided to fight back.* 1 

But not hard enough to 
provoke a violent backlash 
■from groups that have small 
military wings but wide- 
spread political and sodal 
support. 

“Arafat is reacting to 
Israeli pressure but Hamas 
will never point its guns at 
the chest of the authority," 
Hamas leader Sayeed Abu 
Mnsameh said. “Our every 
action proves this, even 
after Nov. 18 we did not 
take revenge,” he said, re- 
ferring to the killing by 
Palestinian police last year 
of some 14 people during 
dashes with Hamas. 

“Both sides are con- 
vinced there shouldn't be 
an escalation,” Mr. Falonji 
said. "We know there is no 
alternative to Abu Ammar 
(Arafat) despite the differ- 
ence in oar ideologies.’' 

Mr. Falouji said the first 
goal of both camps was the 
same, the creation of an 
independent Palestinian 
state. They differed only on 
the means. 

“The Palestinian author- 
ity says we can read] our 
goals through negotiations.' 
We say negotiation is not 
enough and events are pro- 
ving ns right. Armed strug- 
gle is necessary. Israel does 
not understand the lan- 
guage of dialogue,” he said. 

Mr. Arafat wants to live 
alongside Israel, while 
working with its sworn ene- 
mies, Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad. 

“Israel controls the land, 
air and sea around the Gaza 
Strip,” said an Israeli offi- 
cial. “Once the settlements 
‘ are gone from (here, what 
do we care what die Palesti- 
nians do to each other so 
long as it does not harm 
us.” 
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Kabariti heads for New York 

(Continued from page 12) 
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tions and on mutual commit- 
ments towards disarma- 
ment." 9 

He added: “We have to 
have commitments by all 
countries in favour of the 
regime of non-proliferation, 
both regionally and interna- 
tionally.*’ 

Mr. Musa called for “true 
universality" of the treaty, 
arguing that its credibility 
would be undermined if it is 
not applied to all govern- 
ments. 

“We cannot accept a com- 
mitment on the part of some, 
and non-commitment on the 
part of others,” he said. 

Sudan and Iran issued a 
joint communique Saturday 
saying Middle East peace 
could not be achieved until 
the region is free of nuclear 
weapons. 

The communique was 
issued at the end of a five-day 
visit by Iran's parliament 
speaker, Ali Akbar Nateq- 
Nuri, who met with Sudan's 
military ruler, Omar Hassan 
Al Bashir and other officials. 

The communique said the 
two nations concluded the 
peace process was intended 


to maintain the “Zionist reg- 
ime” in the region. It said 
liberating Jerusalem from 
Israeli rule should be a prior- 
ity for Muslims. 

Lebanon said meanwhile ir 
will not sign an indefinite 
extension of the NPT until 
Israel does. 

“We think that it is not 
possible to ask us as a non- 
nuclear state to sign a treaty 
like this one while nuclear 
states — especially ones in 
the region, and I mean Israel 

— are not asked to join the 
treaty," Foreign Minister 
Fans Bouez said. 

Mr. Bouez was speaking to 
reporters at Beirut airport 
. before heading for New York 
for the three-week U.N. con- 
ference. 

Mr. Bouez said Beirut 
backed the principle of the 
treaty “but we think that the 
universality of the treaty — 
meaning the joining of nuc- 
lear states, especially Israel 

— will give the accord the 
necessary credibility." 

He said he will consult with 
representatives of Arab 
states and non-aligned coun- 
tries in “order to take the 
suitable stand according to 
this principle." 


Baghdad rejects oil deal 

(Coutfamed from page 1) 
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Sheikh Mohammad, also 
crown prince of the UAE 
state of Dubai, in an inter- 
view with Al Sharq Al Awsat 
newspaper and carried by the 
UAE media. 

“We have to work to bring 
them (Iraqi people) back to 
the ranks of the Arab Na- 
tion,” he added. 

Sheikh Mohammad said he 
stood by his remarks earlier 
this year “demanding lifting 
the siege (U.N. embargo) of 
the Iraqi people and helping 
them return to their Arab 
Nation,' 1 the official WAM 
news agency quoted him as 
saying. 

The UAE fought in the 
U.S.-led multinational force 
which defeated Iraq in the 
war over Kuwait, its partner 
in the six-nation Gulf .Coop- 
eration Council (GCC). 

“No doubt Iraq had com- 
mitted a grave mistake by 
occupying Kuwait. That is 
why we. supported Kuwaiti 
people and fought along their 
side to regain their land,” 
Sheikh Mohammad said. 

“Thank God, Kuwait is 
back... and now we are 
obliged as Arabs not to let 
the Iraqi people down. We 
have to work to bring them 
back to the ranks of the Arab 
Nation,” he added. 

Iraq on Sunday also begun 
preparing the country’s be- 


leaguered population for 
more hardship after rejecting 
the U.N. offer. 

Reminiscent of the days 
prior to the 1991 Gulf war, 
the state-owned radio and 
television frequently inter- 
- rupted its normal programme 
to cany snippets extolling the 
Iraqis and reminding them of 
their determination. 

Stern face announcers re- 
minded the Iraqis that how 
they shed “rivers of blood 
and offered the dearest sacri- 
fices." in their fight against 
America. “You may have to 
do that again,” said the 
announcers. 

The television showed 
President Saddam talking to 
old women with men in the 
background vowing to fight 
“Satan America.'* It was not 
immediately clear when the 
pictures were taken. 

Average Iraqis on the 
street appeared not con- 
vinced. 

“We had high hopes that 
our government will, accept 
the plan, now we see there is 
no ray of hope for us,” said a 
middle-aged woman inter- 
viewed on the street. 

Most Iraqis went to bed 
Saturday in hope that their 
government will eventually 
accept the U.N. offer, but 
they woke up to read news- 
papers that ran banner head- 
line giving reasons for reject- 
ing the oil sell offer. 


Calls for freedom on Easter 


(Continued from page 1) 


The dual holiday attracted 
thousands to the 800-year-old 
Church of the Holy Sepul- 
. - chre, where according to 
tradition Jesus Christ was 
audfied, buried and resur- 
; ’ - rected. 

Worshippers inched their 
way through the cavernous, 
dimly-lit complex of chapels 
and shrines, which is shared 
by six churches including the 
Roman Catholic, Greek 
Orthodox, Armenian and 
Egyptian Coptic communi- 
ties. 

, Organ music and hymns 
• * ' .* roittd with the murmur of 
the crowd. 

Near the entrance, the dev- 
out fell to their knees and 
kissed the stone of unction, 
where tradition says the body 
of Jesus was covered with a 
- shroud and anointed after 
being removed from the 
cross. 

Outside, hundreds of Arab 
Catholic scouts, a Palestinian 
youth group, paraded 
through the eobblestone 
alleys as parents watched. 

In Gaza City, meanwhile, 
PI-0 Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat visited the Latin church. 
■./. where he was greeted by hun- 
dreds of worshippers with 
v smiles and kisses. 

In the Vatican City, 
"i, embracing the victims of civil 
strife, Pope John Paul II sent 
'■ a message of peace to peoples 
seeking “recognition of their 
deepest aspirations," indud- 
, ing the Kurds and Palesti- 
' mans. 

Elsewhere on the day 
' . . Christians celebrate their be- 
lief in Christ's resurrection, 
armoured personnel carriers 
.. and troops guarded worship 
vipers in the Philippines amid 
sharply heightened tensions 
.. between Christians and Mus- 
■ fans. 

Police also deployed 
around doomsday chruches 
' . fa South Korea. Some of the 
I* sects predicted the world’s 
, *• - . destruction before Easter 
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dawn and dozens of the faith- 
fill prayed in antidpation of 
the end. When a predicted 
doomsday did not pan out in 
1992, sect members rioted. 

In his traditional “urbi et 
orbi” address from the bal- 
cony of St. Peter's Basilica, 
the Pope spoke to the people 
of Algeria, Bosnia- 
<Herzegovina, Burundi and 
southern Sudan. 

“To families tom apart by 
war, to the victims of hatred 
and violence ... the church 
does not hesitate to renew 
the paschal message of peace, 
reminding everyone of our 
common origin in the one 
God,” he said. 

More than 50,000 people 
filled St. Peter’s Square 
under an icy drizzle. An 
ocean of umbrellas covered 
the square, brightened by 
splashes of colour from 
azaleas, tulips and rho- 
dodendrum. 

The 74-year-old Pope 
looked tired after Saturday 
night's Easter vigil in the 
basilica. But his voice was 
strong. 

“Urbi et orbi” is Latin for 
“to the city and to the 
world.” The phrase reflects 
the Pope’s role as bishop of 
Rome and leader of the 
world's 950 million Catholics. 

Earlier, Pope John Paul 
celebrated Easter Mass. This 
year it was inside the basilica 
because of the miserable 
weather. 

In bis address, he spoke to 
“those who await, in suffer- 
ing, the recognition of their 
deepest aspirations, such as 
the Palestinians, the Kurils, 
or, among others, the native 
peoples of Latin America. 

“The church proposes dia- 
logue as the only path able to 
promote just and fair solu- 
tions, for a coexistence 
marked with respect and 
mutual acceptance.” he said. 

While the pontiff frequent- 
ly has expressed support for 
Palestinian rights, it was a 
rare mention of the Kurds. 


A Russian soldier stands guard at a depot of destroyed Russian military equipment near Grozny 


Ruins of Grozny seething with disease , distrust 


By Sebastian Smith 

Agence France Presse 
GROZNY — Russian sol- 
diers charge triumphantly 
around Grozny in their 
tanks these days, but the 
city is in ruins, on the point 
of epidemics, and seething 
with distrust. 

The centre of the 
Chechen capital looks like 
it has suffered a major ear- 
thquake. Skylines have 
abruptly changed. Entire 
streets of houses have been 
razed to their- foundations. 
Nine-floor apartment build- 
ings have been blown apart. 

Somewhere under all that 
rubble, which stretches 
from the city outskirts to 
the Presidential Palace, 
there are 5.000 corpses, 
estimated Umar Akhyadov, 
the city’s chief sanitation 
doctor. 

“There’s a huge danger 
of cholera, typhus, dysen- 
teria,” Dr. Akhyadov said. 
“It could happen today or 
tomorrow.” 

“At the current rate, it 
will take up to eight years 


before Grozny looks like a 
normal place’” said Yazit 
Abubakarov, charged by 
the city with restoring utili- 
ties. 

More than a month since 
the end of heavy fighting in 
Grozny, 40 per cent of the 
city's former population of 
400,000 has returned, Mr. 
Abubakarov said. 

But driving past the end- 
less rows of houses wiped 
out by Russian bombs and 
shells" before the rebels 
abandoned Grozny in 
February, it was hard to 
believe more than 20 per 
cent were there. 

Nearly all the houses still 
standing have gas, but only 
20 per cent have water and 
only those with generators 
have electricity. Mr. Abu- 
bakarov said. 

Dead dogs lay among the 
countless craters, mortar- 
shell fins, glass, burnt clo- 
thing. And the hundreds of 
stray dogs roaming in the 
rubble will all have to be 
shot, since many of them 
could be carrying diseases. 


or have fed on human 
bodies. Dr. Akhuyadov 
said. 

The war to crush Presi- 
dent Dzhokhar Dudayev's 
three-year drive for inde- 
pendence from Moscow has 
brought devastation, dis- 
ease and also distrust. 

Thousands of people 
have been killed and tens of 
thousands wounded since 
Moscow's troops marched 
into Chechenya in Decem- 
ber. The Russian army now 
controls roughly two-thirds 
of Chechenya and Moscow 
said Friday “active fight- 
ing” had ended and rebel 
holdouts had retreated to 
the hills. 

Despite the constant pre- 
sence of Russian soldiers. 
ethnic-Russian civilians in- 
terviewed across Grozny 
said that they felt insecure, 
that they would leave as 
soon as possible and that 
they did not trust the 
Chechens. 

"We're not going to stay 
here, we’ll go anywhere." 
said Anna Bakhrova, 52. 


“The le .ders will all be 
Cheche is again, there'll be 
no Rjssians. No one’s 
going to rebuild all this.” 
Young Russians agreed. 
“We’re getting out of 
here. What can we do here? 
It's a mess. In the old days 
it was a Russian city, there 
were few Chechens. Then 
the Dudayev lot came and 
started taking our apart- 
ments. It was scary,” said 
r 21 -year-old Slava Petrov. 

•They're already back, 
the Chechens, they're 


buying the Russians out and 
taking over. The militia is 
already run by Chechens," 
he said. 

Chechens were more for- 
giving to their Russian fel- 
low residents, but scathing 
about the war. 

"This was totally sense- 
less barbarity,” said 
Magomed Olzarov, 53. sur- 
veying the blackened ruins 
of the Presidential Palace. 
“What right did they have 
to do this? They have no 
soul, no one with any soul 
or beliefs could have done 


this,” he said. 

Like other Chechens. 
Mr. Olzarov said he had 
nothing against Russians, 
only the Kremlin. “The 
Russian people living here 
are fine, it's their leaders I 
hate,” he said. 

But. he admitted, rela- 
tions will be complicated: 
“After this, people could 
hate the Russians. No one 
loves them when thev do 
ihis.” . 

There has been major 
looting, although no one 
agrees who is responsible. 
“The people blame the sol- 
diers and the soldiers blame 
the people." said Gelani 
Didivev, a 38-year-old 
Chechen returning to the 
capital for the first time. 

There are the odd sniping 
incidents at night and Rus- 
sian soldiers occasionally 
shoot suspects dead, offi- 
cials said. 

Bui Russian Interior 
Ministry troops largely run 
free, lounging in headbands 
and sunglasses on their 
tanks and APCs. Two shirt- 


less soldiers took turns pos- 
ing for pictures with a rifle 
and bayonet in front of the 
bulk of the Presidential 
Palace, now adorned by a 
small Russian flag. 

But just a few kilometres 
outside Grozny, although 
under Russian control, the 
young conscripts im- 
mediately became tense, 
putting on helmets and 
checking weapons. 

“Come on lets get out of 
here. I've only goi four days 
to go and I don't want 
anything to happen." said 
the 25-year-old commander 
of an APC, who would only 
give his first name Sergei, 
during a patrol south of 
Grozny. 

The soldiers said they felt 
no remorse for their pan in 
destroying Grozny, only 
that they were doing their 
job. 

“We couldn't get the 
Dudayev lot out any other- 
way. They wouldn’t put 
down their weapons,” said 
Vladimir Peshov. a 19-year- 
old APC machinegunner. 


Rabbani, Hekmatyar forces 
clash near Sarobi in east 


KABUL (AFP) — Minor 
clashes were reported be- 
tween groups loyal to Afghan 
President Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani and former Prime Minis- 
ter Gutbuddin Hekmatyar in 
the vicinity of the eastern 
district centre Sarobi, the De- 
fence Ministry said Sunday. 

“It was only an incident 
between local commanders, 
not, an organised fight," 
noted General Yunus 
Qanooni, chief of the politic- 
al department of the Defence 
Ministry. 

Mr. Qanooni said the 
clashes, which occurred Fri- 
day, started after a pro- 
Rabbani commander stepped 
on a landmine and was killed. 

“Shooting started because 
the death of their commander 
stirred the emotions of his 
men.’* elaborated Mr. 
Qanooni. 

He said the pro-Rabbani 
troops held Mr. Hekmatyar's 
Hezb-e-Islami faction fight- 
ers responsible for laying the 
landmine, but other than this 
there was no other frontline 


tension between the two rival 
factions. 

Mr. Hekmatyar was 
pushed out of his south Kabul 
bases by pro-Rabbani troops 
exactly two months ago, after 
which he retreated to Sarobi, 
some 70 kilometres east of 
Kabul. - 

Although Hezb-e-Islami 
suffered a major setback in 
and around Kabul, both at 
the hands of pro-Rabbani 
forces and. the militant Tali- 
ban religious movement. 
Western analysts have not yet 
ruled Hekmatyar out of the 
Afghan politico-military 
scene. 

It is doubtful whether Mr. 
Hekmatyar can stage a come- 
back with force sufficient to 
threaten Kabul again. 
However, his men still block- 
ade the eastbound national 
highway and control the 
capital's hydro-electric 
source of power, which is 
more than a minor irritation 
to the Rabbani government. 

On the southern and west- 
ern Kabul frontlines Mr. 


Qanooni said there have 
been no fresh military de- 
velopments with the Tali- 
bans, and no imminent pro- 
Rabbani attacks are ex- 
pected. 

However, after the 
celebration of the third 
anniversary of 'the Mujahe- 
deen's victory over the Com- 
munists which falls at the end 
of April, Defence Ministry 
sources hint that renewed se- 
rious fighting w01 take place. 

Mr. Qanooni reported that 
the situation in the northern 
provincial capital Taloqan, 
which was heavily bombed by 
Russian jets last Thursday, 
was now calm. 

He again rejected allega- 
tions of Afghan military sup- 
port from the Tajik armed 
opposition groups fighting 
the Russian-backed neo- 
communist Dushanbe reg- 
ime. 

“It is baseless propaganda 
to say these groups have 
bases here and receive milit- 
ary training in Afghanistan," 
Mr. Qanooni said. 


Israelis kill 3 
in Hebron 

(Continued from pagel) 

peered of involvement in the 
killing of Israelis during the 
Palestinian uprising. 

In a leaflet, Hamas re- 
newed its condemnation of 
what it called an extension of 
“Zionist military courts.” It 
urged the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority to cancel the 
court rulings and free all 
Palestinian prisoners. 

Police said meanwhile they 
had seized a cache of assault 
rifles during a search of the 
home of settler Shmuel Sit- 
rim in Hebron 
Elsewhere a Palestinian 
stabbed and wounded a 19- 
year-old Israeli at a bus stop 
outside a collective farm in 
the north of the West Bank. 


Turkey fears Vietnam in Iraq 

(Continued from page 1) 


day troops located the rebels 
who launched the ambush 
and killed 18 of their fighters 
in an overnight clash. 

Hie Turkish military says 
they have killed 464 rebels so 
for, and have lost 56 of their 
own rroops. 

Four separate clashes were 
also reported in southeastern 
Turkey between rhe army 
and the rebels on Sunday. 
Thirteen rebels were killed in 
Erzincan, Bitlis, Mardin and 
Kars, the Anatolia agency 
said. 

About 25,000 Turkish 
troops, backed by assault 
helicopters, moved in on a 
Kurdish rebel stronghold in a 
nigged eastern province on 
Sunday, military officials 


said. 

Explosions from rockets 
fired by Super Cobra helicop- 
ters at Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) positions in the re- 
mote Alibogazi ravine, in 
Tunceli province, could be 
heard 10 kilometres away. 

More than 10,000 other 
troops in lorries and buses 
arrived in Tunceli on Sunday 
afternoon and began fanning 
out towards Alibogazi, a 30- 
kilometre gash in the moun- 
tains which cuts through 
Hozat and Cemisgezek dis- 
tricts. 

“Hozat and Cemisgezek 
are completely surrounded 
and under our control. The 
PKK in the area will be taken 
dead or alive soon,” a milit- 
ary official told Reuters. 


Muslims struggle against 
stereotypes in the U.S. 


By Slobodan Lekic 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A 
spate of terrorism blamed 
on Islamic radicals — espe- 
cially the 1993 bombing of 
New York’s World Trade* 
Centre — has left some of 
America's 5 million Muslims 
discouraged and unsure of 
their acceptance as loyal 
U.S. citizens. 

Progress in the Middle 
East peace process and 
sympathy for Palestinian 
children living in Israeli- 
occupied Arab lands had 
generally helped the image 
of Muslims in the eyes of 
mainstream America. 

Also, an increase in im- 
migration in recent years 
due in part to turmoil in 
parts of the Islamic World 
exposed more Americans to 
Muslims in urban neigh- 
bourhoods and workplaces. 

Muslim leaders stress 
their appreciation for rights 
their communities enjoy in 
the United States. 

“Muslims are more com- 
fortable here than in many 
places because of the con- 
stitutionally guaranteed 
freedom of religion and ex- 
pression,” said Nihad 
Awad, head of the Council 
on American-Islamic Rela- 
tions. 

But. like other minorities 
before them. Muslims have 
to eam respect. Violent acts 
perpetrated by Islamic ex- 
tremists have made that 
passage more difficult. Mr. 
Awad and other community 
representatives said. 

"The Muslim community 
suffers most when incidents 
such as the World Trade 
Centre bombing take 


place." said Khaled Saffuri, 
assistant director of the 
American Muslim Council, 
a Washington-based lob- 
bying group. 

“Millions of Muslims in 
this country should not be 
held accountable for the ac- 
tions,” of a few individuals, 
he said. 

Six people died and over 
J.000 were injured in the 
Feb. 26, 1993. attack on the 
World Trade Centre. Four 
Islamist extremists con- 
victed of the bombing are 
serving life sentences. 

Equally distressing is the 
current, and related, con- 
spiracy trial of 11 Muslims 
accused of plotting lo des- 
troy other New York city 
landmarks. 

Anti-Muslim violence is 
not widespread in the Un- 
ited States. But in one inci- 
dent, arson motivated by 
religious hatred was blamed 
for a fire that destroyed an 
Islamic centre being built in 
Yuba City, California, last 
September. 

The community's 
greatest worry, however, is 
a tough new ‘ami-terrorism 
bill, prepared by the Clin- 
ton administration. Mus- 
lims say such legislation 
could subject mosques to 
investigation without evi- 
dence of criminal activity, 
allow detention without 
trial and permit deportation 
based on secret evidence. 

“We feel it will do great 
damage to civil liberties in 
this country." Mr. Saffuri 
said. 

To fight back, the com- 
munity has issued a 
brochure titled “if you are 
visited by the FBI” advising 
readers to immediately con- 
tact a lawyer or the Amer- 


ican Muslim Council for 
advice and help. 

And to improve the com- 
munity’s image, several 
Muslim advocacy groups 
have launched anti- 
defamation drives. 

Last year Muslims and 
Arabs were outraged by the 
action film “True Lies." 
which depicted them as 
anti-American terrorists. 

After vehement protests. 
20th Century Fox execu- 
tives agreed to include a 
line in the film’s credits, 
saying that it was not in- 
tended to portray the be- 
liefs of any religious group. 

“But only the janitor was 
left in the cinema by the 
time the disclaimer 
appeared.” Mr. Awad com- 
plained. 

Last September, angry 
Muslims picketed stores 
across America selling a 
get-well card that showed a 
veiled woman and con- 
tained an offensive play on 
the words “Mecca" and 
"Shiite.” 

The card was eventually 
withdrawn, but only after 
the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of America 
threatened a boycott of the 
company. 

"Stereotyping leads to 
hate, and hate leads to vio- 
lence." Mr. Awad said. 

But in the long term, Mus- 
lim leaders acknowledge 
that involvement in the 
greater community and 
opening up their mosques 
to outsiders offers the best 
chance for securing their 
place in American society. 

“A pan of the image 
problem is due to a lack of 
participation by Muslims in 
their local community.” 
Mr. Awad said. 
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C APEC finance ministers 
a; call for currency stability 


SANUR, Indonesia (R) — 
Pacific rim finance ministers 
ended a one-day meeting 
Sunday without venturing to 
express a view on bow to rein 
in the soaring yen, but issued 
a cautious appeal for more 
stability in currency markets. 

On the sidelines, U.S. and 
Japanese finance ministers 
did tackle the region's main 
currency problem — what to 
do about the yen’s surge 
against the dollar — but 
made little headway. 

Some ministers said such 
issues were just too sensitive 
for the recently created Asia- 
Pacific Economic Coopera- 
tion (APEC) forum, group- 
ing 18 key economies from 
both sides of the Pacific com- 
mitted to dismantling trade 
barriers by the year 2020. 

“It was a kind of hands-off 
topic. 1 think the niceties of 
such meetings sort of pre- 
clude... intensive discussion 
of issues that might be seen to 
-be embarrassing,'’ Australian 
Treasurer Ralph Willis told 
Reuters financial television. 

Japanese Finance Minister 
Masayoshi Takemura and his 
U.S. counterpart Robert 
Rubin came out of their 
talks, on the fringes of the 
APEC gathering, with differ- 
ing interpretations of what 
they had agreed with each 
other. 


Mr. Rubin stopped well 
short of welcoming Japan's 
recent package to halt the 
yen's rise and spur the 
domestic economy. 

He said the pair had agreed 
to continue to work together 
in currency markets where 

appropriate, but disputed 
suggestions by Mr. Takemura 
that they had agreed to 
strengthen cooperation: 

U I don't recollect the word 
strengthen. My recollection is 
that we agreed to continue to 
cooperate as we have in the 
past.” he said. 

Sunday's gathering on the 
palm-fringed Indonesian re- 
sort island of Bali was only 
the second in APECs brief 
history. 

Officials stressed before- 
hand that it was a consulta- 
tive meeting and would look 
at long-term solutions to 
capital and currency prob- 
lems brought into sharp relief 
by recent market turmoil, 
rather than try any short- 
term trouble-shooting. 

Mar’ie Muhammad, In- 
donesia’s finance minister 
and host for the shirt-sleeved 
gathering, made it clear to 
reporters that ministers had 
not discussed the specific cur- 
rency wrangle and were not 
about to air individual views 
about its impact. 


APEC’s final statement 
noted that member states 
were increasingly vulnerable 
to rapid movements of capital 
which followed any sharp 
swings in a currency's value 
and affected investment in 
the country's economy. 

“With the growth of capital 
flows and the increased re- 
liance of all economies on 
them has come increasing 
vulnerability to rapid shift in 
the volume and directions of 
such flows,” it said, making 
clear this was a cause for 
concern. 

But, minister added, the 
exchange rate policies of indi- 
vidual members could not be 
uniform. They most be part 
of wider macro-economic 
policies to control inflation 
and keep sustainable deficits. 

"We need a joint effort in 
this regard and I would like 
to reemphasise that macro- 
economic stability is highly 
preferred.” Mr. Muhammad 
told a news conference. 

Ministers agreed to offer 
investors more economic in- 
formation to help avoid sud- 
den fund shifts. They called 
for more coordination be- 
tween public and private sec- 
tors in financing infrastruc- 
ture development. 

They agreed to meet in 
March next year in Kyoto. 
Japan. 


Survey: More than 3m 
jobs to be created in 
U.S. this year 


Iran not to suffer much 
from U.S. restrictions 


•sipe sS 


NEW YORK (AP) — U.S. 
executives expect more than 
three million jobs to be cre- 
ated this year, with about half 
coming from businesses with 
less than 20 employees, a 
survey has said. 

Dun and Bradstreet 
Corp.’s annual "5,000 survey 
of employment expectations" 
showed that firms with less 
than 100 employees are ex- 
pected to account for 66 per 
cent of all new jobs created 
this year. 

Larger firms with more 
than 5,000 employees will 
only account for six per cent 
of all new jobs in 1995, the 
survey said. 

“Smaller and typically 
younger firms are taking 
advantage of the current eco- 
nomic strength to grow,'' said 
Joseph Duncan, vice presi- 
dent and chief economist for 
Dun and Bradstreet. 

The survey is based on a 
sample of 5,000 U.S. com- 
panies selected from a data- 
base of more than 10 million 
American businesses. The 
survey is statistically repre- 
sentative of the distribution 
of firms by size and industry 
in the U.S. economy. 

The survey showed that 24 
per cent of firms with fewer 
than 20 employees reported 
plans to add jobs this year. 


Thirty per cenr of firms with 
20 to’ 49 employees said they 
would increase employment 
levels, and 34 per cent of 
firms with 50 to 99 employees 
expected an increase. 

Executives in the retail and 
service sectors expected the 
most job growth, while 
manufacturing and wholesale 
trade businesses predicted a 
decline in 1995 from the year 
before. 

While larger firms pre- 
dicted growth to be slow this 
year, the survey found many 
will still add jobs and lower 
the number of job cuts. 

Only eight per cent of com- 
panies with 25,000 or more 
employees predict they will 
cut jobs this year, compared 
to 24 per cent during 1994. 
Twenty one per cent of these 
companies expect to add jobs 
this year, up three per cent 
from a year ago. 

The survey also showed 
more employee raises this 
year. Executives in mining, 
manufacturing, transporta- 
tion. utilities, financial ser- 
vices, real estate, wholesale 
trading and the government 
expect to increase employee 
compensation. 

Dun and Bradstreet is the 
world's largest marketer of 
information, software and 
services for businesses.. 


DUBAI (R) — Iran is not 
expected to suffer greatly 
from a proposed widening of 
U.S. tracks sanctions but ex- 
perts said Sunday Tehran 
would need a few weeks to 
find new customers if U.S. 
firms were barred from lifting 
its erode oil. 

“It will zero out in the end, 
nobody mil win and no one 
will lose,” said a Western oil 
executive who frequently 
visits Iran. 

The White House is con- 
sidering options to extend 
trade restrictions between 
U.S. companies and Iran. 
Last month it issued an order 
barring U.S. firms from 
working to develop Iran’s oil 
and gas industry. 

But the executive said if 
U.S. firms were barred from 
purchasing Iranian crude, 
Tehran “will eventually find 
new customers to lift its oil. It 
will take a few weeks to son 
itself out.” 

He said he did not expect 
such a -ban to include foreign 
subsidiaries of U.S. firms. 

“The Americans will have 
to go somewhere else to com- 
pensate the loss of Iranian 
crude, taking up shares of 
other customers who will in 
turn go to Iran to meet their 
needs he added. 


Many American oil com- 
panies do business in Iran 
through subsidiaries with 
equipment manufactured in 
Europe and Asia to bypass a 
ban on export of U.S. tech- 
nology to the Islamic repub- 
lic. 

“In the worst-case scenar- 
io,, our wort win proceed in the 
same fashion 95 per cent un- 
changed with work being 
done by (U.S.) overseas sub- 
sidiaries,” the executive 
added. 

The Middle East Economic 
Survey said Monday that 
U.S. firms lifted about 

370.000 barrels per day (h/d) 
of Iranian crude in March, 
down from a 1994 average of 

618.000 b/d. 

The latest moves by 
Washington to tighten trade 
restrictions on Iran began last 
month when the White 
House barred Conoco Inc., a 
subsidiary of Dupont Co., 
from carrying out a $1 billion 
deal with Iran to develop oil 
and gas fields in the Gulf. 

Tran is now turning to 
European firms, mainly Total 
S.A. of France which was the 
runner-up for the deal won 
by Conoco, to undertake the 
development project. 

Experts say many non- 
U.S. firms are more than 
willing to do business with 


Tehran. 

“You just can't ignore a 
country with Iran's size and 
(oil and gas) potential,” said 
an industry expert. Iran has 
the world’s second largest gas 
reserves after Russia. 

Iran, a terrorist state in file 
eyes of Washington, has had 
tense ties with the United 
States since the 1979 Islamic 
revolution and the two sides 
often trade accusations. 

Washington, seeking to 
isolate Iren internationally, 
applies pressure on allies and 
international finan cial institu- 
tions not to help Tehran with 
loans and technology. 

Managing director of Iran’s 
National Petrochemical 
Company (NPC), Ahmad 
Rahgozar, threatened in re- 
marks published Sunday to- 
scrap contracts for supplying 
$240 million worth of pet- 
rochemicals to three U.S. 

firms . 

He told the English- 
language daily Iran News: 
“Over the last four months it . 
(NPC) has refused to supply 
petrochemical projects to 
these companies which is a 
great loss to them.” 

But experts said failure to 
supply the three unnamed 
firms was probably due to 
domestic shortages. 


Japan says yen debts 
with developing 
countries stand 


Greenspan says 
inflation is under 
control worldwide 


Gold demand rises in Arab Gulf states 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan 
again rejected calk by many 
developing countries for an 
easing of the cost of servicing 
loans denominated in yen 
which has risen in line with 
the fall of the dollar. 

“We feel sympathy for na- 
tions holding yen loans amid 
the yen’s surge.” A Japanese 
foreign ministry official told 
AFP. “But so far, we have no 
dan to ease the burden only 
because of the short-term 
fluctuation in foreign ex- 
change rsates.” ’■ 

Many Asian currencies are 
linked to the dollar and many 
exports of commodities from 
Asian countries are priced in 
dollars. 

The official said that the 
ministry had received scores 
of requests from debtor na- 
tions, particularly from Asia 
where 78.3 per cent of total 
low-interest loans by Japan 
are held. 

At the end of 1993, In- 
donesia topped the loan list, 
with 2.46 trillion yen ($30 
billion), followed by India 
with 1.4 trillion yen and Chi- 
na with 1.3 trillion yen. 

“We acknowledge their 
difficulties of repayment, but 
it is a rule that they mst repay 
in yen because they borrow in 
yen,” the officials said, ruling 
out possible renegotiation 


Peanuts 


over the issue in the near 
future. 

Meanwhile, the surging 
yen has two sides for many 
foreign importers, making 
their products cheaper but 
threatening sales if the high 
exchange rate throws Japan 
back into a recession, 
businesses and analysts have 
said. 

“It doesn't do much good if 
your customers are losing 
money and can’t buy. .your, 
products, ’’. said .Cedric Tal- . 
bot; president of “British-based 
A.P. Japan Ltd. 

Mr. Talbot acknowledged 
that his company bad pro- 
fited from a rise of 16 per 
cent in the value of the yen 
against the dollar since the 
beginning of the year. His 
company has won contracts 
from Japanese automakers 
because the price of the parts 
he sells, many of which are 
imported from the United 
States, has fallen. 

“But when It hits 80 yen to 
the dollar, that’s ridiculous,” 
Mr. Talbot said. 

Ted Iwaski, chairman of 
Applied Materials of Japan, a 
U.S.-based company import- 
ing semiconductors and other 
computer parts into Japan, 
said that his firm been able to 
cut its prices because of the 
rise of the yen. ~ 


WASHINGTON ( AP) — In- 
flation is under control 
around the globe and the job 
of central banks worldwide is 
to keep up the progress. 
Federal Reserve Chairman 
Alan Greenspan has said. 

On another issue, the head 
of the U.S. central bank re- 
jected more regulation to 

E revent another investment 
ank collapse like the one 
suffered by Baring Brothers 
.and COj^nrgingjighter self-., 
poficingr'by private firms in- 
stead. 

“An environment condu- 
cive to stable product prices 
and to maintaining sustain- 
able economic growth is cen- 
tral responsibility of central 
banks. ’’ Mr. Greenspan said 
in a speech to a monetary 
policy conference in Stock- 
holm, Sweden. 

“Perhaps the most impor- 
tant development that has 
occurred in recent years has 
been the shift from an en- 
vironment of inflationary ex- 
pectations built into *both 
business planning and finan- 
cial contracts toward an en- 
vironment of lower inflation. 
It is important that progress 
continue,” Mr. Greenspan, 
said. 

“Few now question the 
overall benefits for economic 


growth and stability of the 
dramatic slowdown in the 
rate of price inflation on a 
worldwide basis over the past 
decade,” Mr. Greenspan 
said. “Fewer should question 
the need to maintain a credi- 
ble long-run commitment to 
price stability." 

As for the collapse of Bar- 
ing Brothers, the British in- 
vestment house that lost 
yearly $1 billion in the_Asian 
/futures marketewMr: Greens-: 
’ pan ^said one' jessoir is that! 

‘ “large losses can be -created 1 
quite efficiently. Today’s 
technology enables single in- 
dividuals to initiate massive 
transactions with very fapid 
execution.” 

But he said putting up bar- 
riers to technology or deriva- 
tives is not the answer be- 
cause, “suppressed markets 
in one location would be 
rapidly displaced by others 
outside the reach of govern- 
ment controls and taxes." 

Greater cooperation and 
coordination among central 
banks also can assure that- 
bank failures do not lead to 
panic, he said. “Provision of 
adequate liquidity is essential 
to effective containment of 
disturbances." Mr. Greens- 
pan said. 


DUBAI (R) — Gold demand 
in Arab Gulf states grew by 
7.2 per cent in the first quar- 
ter of 1995 despite tthe press- 
ures of recession and tight 
budgets in the region, a 
World Gold Council (WGC) 
official said Sunday. 

Pedro Bertran, WGC area 
manager for the Middle East 
and India, told a news confer- 
ence that preliminary esti- 
mates showed demand for 
gold in the Gulf rose to 53.7 
tonnes in the first quarter of 
1995 from 50.1 tonnes in the 
same period of 1994. 

“Encouraging results show 
the resilience of the Gulf 
even under recession and 
budget-tight times," Mr. Ber- 
traifcsaid. 

■| Promotional activities'and 
unexpectedly high sales dur- 
ing the Muslim holy month of 
Ramadan in Saudi Arabia 
were the main reason behind 
the rise in demand in the 
Gulf, Mr. Bertran said. 

"This significant increase 
in demand in Saudi Arabia 
early in the year is a positive 
sign for stimulation in de- 
mand in 1995," he added. 

The Saudi economy, like 
most of the other Gulf states, 
has been plagued by low oil 
prices, budget deficits and 
severe cuts in public spend- 
ing. Traders say that people 
in the Gulf in general don't 
have as much disposable in- 
come as in the past. 

Mr. Bertran said gold im- 
ports inro Dubai, the fifth 
largest gold trade centre in 
the world, rose by 51 per cent 


to 62.4 tonnes in January/ 
February 1995 from the same 
period in 1994, continuing 
the upward trend of the pre- 
vious three quarters. 

But Dubai's first-quarter 
gold ronsumption did not 
move so dramatically, climb- 
ing by only two per cent to 
10.2 tonnes from 10 tonnes in 
the same period last year. 

Most gold imported by 
Dubai is reexported, mostly 
to the Indian subcontinent 
where it is a common form of 


Zaire to 
circulate two 
new banknotes 

KINSHASA (R) — The cen- 
tral bank in Zaire, where 
inflation was 6,030 per cent 
last year, will put two new 
larger-denomination bank- 
notes in circulation from 
Moncfhy, Governor Patrice 
Djamboleka Okitongono 
said. Mr. Djamboleka told 
state television the 1,000 
zaire ($0-25) and 5,000 zaire 
($1.25) notes were being in- 
troduced in response to rising 
prices. “These notes which 
are almost impossible to' im- 
itate are not to be found 
anywhere except file central 
bank,” said Mr. Djam- 
boleka. Rumours have circu- 
lated in Kinshasa that some 
army officers have large 
stocks of the new notes hid- 
den in their homes. 


THIS IS HOW WE PLAY 
MARBLES, RERUN .. FIRST, 
UlE DRAW A 016 
CIRCLE OR RING... j 




Andy Capp 


THEN WE 
EACH PUT 
SOME MARBLES 
IN THE RING.. 



NOW, BECAUSE YOU'RE DO YOU \ 
A BEGINNER,WE WON'T . UNDERSTAND 
PLAY FOR KEEPS..WE1L £ WHAT THAT 
JUST PLAY FOR FUN., f MEANS? J 






riF r win, it's a 

FUN.JF I DON'T] 
WIN, IT'S j 
LNO FUN.. / 
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OM SWiKIIWHIIHKAui NWrti 
>vr<KA Inhun me 


BATE OF BIRTH? LOOK, MISTER, THEY HA/B TtWUBLE 
19 THIS FUPPIN' INQUISITION WITH THBRL ASE — < 
**—7 REALLY NECESSARY? HER CONCEALING IT» 

^ s, uj. ■* . ^ HIM ACTING IT 


“Yes, I want my pickle! Yes, I want my 
fries! Yes, I want everything I ordered! 
That’s why I ordered them!” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
® by Henri Arnold and Mike AigMon 

f We need more firewood and 1 


IvS 


Unscramble mese faur Jumblfls. f 1 ” 

one letter to each square, to term newJ mora fi|, ewood and 

faur ordinary words. inose trees need lo come down 

SCOT! ^ J 

imp a n 


Mutt‘n’Jeff 

SO YOU WANT TO MARRY 
MY DAUGHTER AGATHA-. 
WHAT ARE YOUR rf 
C 1 RCUMSTANCeS?vtM 




OH, I GUESS 
yoU'DSAY 
AVERAGE, 
SIR— I’M 
BROKE. 




LOOK, I HAVE OTHER 
DAUGHTERS -DO YOU 
HAVE TO MARRY THE 
^ . ONE WHO IS 
WORKING? 


WELL, SIR, 
I GOTTA 

n live/ C 


PHECO 


TILPUF 


GLOONB 


m 


El 




WHAT HUBBY GOT 
ON HIS DAY OFF. 


Now arrange the orcted letters to 
term me surprise answer, as sug- 
gested try the above cartoon. 


Answers 


Yesterday's 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: CREEK PARTY EXOTIC PHYSIC 

Answer. What [he spy considered h»s toupee — 

ATOP SECRET 


investment. 

Mr. Bertran said "the glob- 
al recession and the tighten- 
ing of the local budget" were 
still hampering growth in 
Dubai. 

He said . reexports were 
vigorous but did not give 
details. Dubai's reexports 
were apparently buoyed by a 
significant rise in demand in 
India, the world's largest gold 
market. 

Demand in India climbed 
to 124.8 tonnes in the first 


quarter of 1995, a 37.7 per 
cent rise over the first quarter 
of 1994. 

In Saudi Arabia gold con-' 
sumption rose by 8.5 per cent 
to 43.5 tonnes in the first 
quarter of 1995 from the 1994 
first-quarter. 

Mr. Bertran said the Mid- 
dle East and India together 
consumed 197.5 tonnes of 
gold in the first quarter of 
1995, a growth of 29 per cent 
over the 1994 first-quarter 
level. 


HOROSCOPE 

. ; FORECAST FOR MONDAY APRIL 17 t 1995 

By Tbomaa.S; Pierson/ Astrologer; Carroll Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) In the morning find a better way of 
using your practical talents so that yon can increase your income j 
then later tonight rest up. ] 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) This is a good morning for coming to 
a better understanding with a fellow associate by having a wise 
discussion. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You can cement better relations with 
a partner if you take a firm stand and do not listen to fellow 
associates. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to July 21) By talking to an expert you 
can learn about extra benefits which can come to you today. Be 
kind. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Find new gadgets which can make living 
at home less thing and move charming. Then tonight get out for the 
pleasure you like. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Do whatever is necessary to 
improve your state of health this morning. Then plan amusements 
for tonight very wisely. 

LIBRA. (September 23 to October 22) Set up appointments early 
this morning with those yon like for this evening, but tonight be very 
careful in han dli n g some money matter of importance. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You can gain the aid of 
good friends this morning, but forget your worries later tonight and 
make big headway. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Have a secret mtir 
with a bigwig and garner the information you require for a new 
project today for greater success. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Get together with good 
friends in going after new interests today and you succeed very 
quickly in a new assignment. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Study bow you «»i gain 
greater prestige this morning, and then take the right steps in that 
direction. 

PISC ES: (February 20 to March 20) Talking over financial affairs 
with your loved ones is wise this morning, but later tonight avoid 
some group. 

Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 
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vnai 


ii aagi 
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£2 Teeth 

24 Gershwh 

25 N.C. cotooe 

26 Hair color 
31 Walts 

35 "Cteiro do — " 

36 OED word 
39 Neckwear 

39 Tads scrap 

40 Fathered 

42 Monterrey aunt 

43 Forgo 

46 Only 

47 Ping — 

48 Hawkshaw 


62 Partof 16A 

63 Enjoys a repast 

65 Here 

66 Thlcke 

67 Many 

66 Bird beaks 

69 Disabled 

70 Genders 

71 Faculty 

DOWN 

1 River thick 

2 Ms. Botayn 

3 Dorothy's dog 

4 Senseless 

5 Nabobs 

6 Busy as — 

7 Certain horn 

8 Eft* 
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9 Purity sea water. 


23 Mrs. Charles 

26 Adversities 

27 Bucote 

28 Release 

29 Deck 

30 Uks some seals 

32 Thespian 

33 Action 

34 Phase 

37 ActrosaCorr 
41 Loathes 

44 Foxy 

45 Smafl case 
Piggish 

49 Certain Indians 
51 Tafli excessively 
53 Net 

55 African river 

56 M* Lagan 


, Puzzle sofvatfc 
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aaaa anaas □□□□ 
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___,QL3DG 0013 

aunaciQ ouaaaiiuc] 
aanaa ugljlj □ltqq 
□□□□ □□□□□ □□□□ 
oddig Dona □□□□□ 
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□□□□ GGGGG □□□□ 
□□DC] DQGGQ □□UP 
QDQaa cuaua 


57 ThalarxJ 

58 FOumain 

59 Brainchfld 


60 WeaBhy people 

61 DWerent 
64 Veto 
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JDlOm private sector company 
to exploit Jordan mineral resources 


SsSSS' 

'"'^'“i^About 300 

r ssM enryday 

V "““w * *** A T 01- ^; of 67 .«2 
J^ltOna] p.r^of^'peisoiB vinted Petra during 
^ Panv v^cfc^i the first quarter of this year. 
*^$0231 ?k rL >* AW! Fees collected from visitors 
"«ris puh^W^ amwuted to JD 1,190,184. A 
J«»P conirW? s ^dn! monthly 12,687 foreign tour- 
S?40 m .M__ cts for jhjl kts and 3,462 Jordanians vi- 


«**enucak ,* 01 ® oh? sited Petra in January; 13,260 
firms. t0 ft f&ieign. and 850 Jordanians 
visited., the city in February 
. He told n, and 33,400 foreigners and 
language daii. ne i E “gk 5450 Jordanian* visited the 
" f >*cr the Nee aty in March. According to 

i *JIV- . . * as l four -Dm—, *k- - 1^. 


-cs* cotrin^ P r °iecu2 touristic season with approx- 
io«I ?"!“ 'M j mutely 300 visitors every day 
But err*. ° “ Knr in addition to school trips and 


in addition to school i 


booted its earnings from in- 
• terest and commission from 
JD 10.7 million in 1993' to JD 
lli million in 1994 but the 
net profit dropped by 8.7 per 
cent. The board of directors 


“ ’■'u- 1 P attributed the decline to two 
; ' •’•i ' ” ^ factors: an increase in admi- 


; : " •"** factors; an increase in admi- 

'• '•..o. mstrative and general ex- 

^ - prases by JD 462,000 last 

?• 4- ; ■ ..m-.'.Vr 12 * year, ana an increase m the 
■: V.V,.„7* .volume of deductions 

:.! ordered by the Central Bank 
M: at a rate of 1.5 per cent of the 

L j; . . _ total amount of “good” 

4 •• • ' -7^ ’^direct credit facilities and a 

. . ' .' ' ’ /. fl rate of 0.35 per cent of the 

. . 1 stotal amount of indirect fari- 

\l, . V V fifties. 

' ; ’■■'iMr The volume of the deduc- 

tions has increased from JD 

.159,503 in 1993 to JD 535,400 

~~ 1994. n, e board recom- 

g£COF*E mended not to distribute any 

dividend this year and to 
K&.O APRIL 1?. %nsfer the *94 net profit to 
. _ __ # . tained earnings to boost 
“ sharehorefers equity arid en- 

i able the bank to distribute 
i t/w :r. >:n.c^ LnJ a wcsifi free shares when raising the 
m *oeaa capitaj to JD 20 million as 

required by the Central 
.V rr^rr-r; far ass: Bank. The banks 1994 annual 
^ report shows an increase of 
. 11.9 per cent in assets to JD 
m v** .r'r.e.-.: r*r.s: xjaas*ll 1542 per cent in deposits to 
iaM fc&r. JD llo-5 milfion (A1 Aswaq). 

^V : **1HE PHILADELPHIA Insnr- 

“ r ■ ance Company collected JD 

„ . ^.L.jnr 1-W milh'on in premiums last 
«* ^ v .ije year but the amount was low- 

***4 ; ■" ‘ f ' '* 1 er than in 1993. According to 

r j! the company’s board chair- 
i £! : * x ^^!p | man, stiff competition among 

• ' r i msurance companies and the 

j general economic conditions 
ff v: ~r pf^miled were behind 

« 'the decline in earnings last 

' r .year. The company’s 1994 

aty . V ; annual report the transport 

•, <: 1 ■ department made a JD 

,i! profit and the fire and 
general accident department 
£££*.- - ■- generated JD 102,064 in net 

j profits. The vehicles depart- 
, v *.jeeaet*^Q,meiit collected JD 1.23 mfi- 
... ^ Kon in premiums but the net 

* .wok was a JD 127,094 loss 

... ... .. ^o^gpf' which JD 113,635 be- 
■' tongfid to thud party insur- , 

■— • ‘ .ance. The comfy’s total 1 

■-.rj&d cl aims amounted to JD 
l j'.-; lyjd 1 J |1-13 million. The board is ; 
it -;‘'i — 1 - | 'yoommemfing to the general 

'assembly retaming JD 72,793 j 
, “7 net profit to enable the I 

3 ^^^--^company raise its capital (A! . 

— Aswaq). 


^.THE ARAB Life and 
Aeadent Insurance Com- 
" ' P^y posted a JD745.000 net 
" . P/ ofit !est year, slightly less 

' JD776,000 recorded 

. The board of direc- 

^ g-' 01 * a recommending to the 
assembly the dis- 

- ^nntkm of dividends at a 
°f 16 per cent. The com- 
any earned JD 6.96 million 
[> Q Premiums and JD 347,000 
investment compared to 
"" . 0 8 million and JD 8 million 

TUi TT\ trvr oaa . - • a 


a . *-»vu CUIU^U u IIIMIIV1I 

™ JD 507,000 respectively 
1 1993 (Al DustourL 


0m 

l':i 






1 1993 (Al Dustour). 

rfl 'STUDY is being pre- 
a red on setting up a reinsur- 
es company in Jordan with 
JD 25 million capital.' ln- 
Tnied sources said that in- 
■ranee companies wfll share 
e capital of the reinsurance 
mpany along with a num- 
*■ of Jordanian investor. A 
an in the 80s to set up a 
insurance ' company was 
elved. However, due to the 
cent developments m the 
jjjon, the idea of ©stab- 
ling a reinsurance com- 
ny resfirfaced with the pos- 
ifity of acquiring a share of 
- S4 billion insurance pre- 
■®w in Israel and also a 
^re of the premiums in the 
World (Ai Aswaq). 


By P.V. Yivefcanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — After several 
years of deliberations, the 
government has given shape 
to a. private sector entity to 
exploit Jordan’s mineral re- 
sources, * particularly in the 
underdeveloped south of die 
Kingdom, Energy of Mineral 
Resources Minister Samih 
Darwazeb said Sunday. 

Expected to start opera- 
tions in about two months, 
the JD 10 million capital 
company will be the first such 
venture to focus on minerals 
such as feldspar, silica, gyp- 
sum, basalt, clay etc., often 
cited by experts as an area 
left unexplored for many 
years despite indications that 
it could prove to be very 
lucrative. 

One of the main reasons 
cited by die government for 
die lack of interest in the area 
was shortage of funds as well 
as a drive to gather private 
sector interest m the venture 
rather than investing state 
funds in mineral explortion. 

The proposed formation of 
the co many, which has yet to 


be registered, follows the 
establishment of a JD 20 mil- 
lion capital state-owned firm 
to explore for ofl and natural 
gas in the Kingdom. That 
company is also expected to 
take eft around July l. 

Mr. Darwazeh said the 
founders 1 of die mineral ex- 
ploration firm, which will 
operate as a bolding group, 
included the semi- 
government ^phosphates 
■nines company, cement fac- 
tories, ceramics company and 
glass wool company in addi- 
tion to firms from Saudi Ara- 
bia and Egypt which he did 
not identify. 

While some of the found- 
ing firms are majority state- 
owned, “the government will 
have nothing to do with the 
new company” in terms of 
official control, said the 
minister. 

“The founder^ wiB provide 
75 per cent of tb« capital, and 
the rest, 25 per cent will be 
raised from the public 
through shares,” the minister 
told foe Jordan Tunes. 

Mr. Darwazeh said foe 
Ministry of Energy and 


Mineral Resources had in- 
vited these companies and 
provided them with detailed 
studies of the mineral poten- 
tial in Jordan and urged them 
to launch the venture. 

“Jordan, particularly the 
south, is ridi with minerals,” 
said the minister. “All you 
have to do is to start working 
there.” 

Mr. Darwazeb cited the 
high-quality silica available in' 
.tihe desert, widely used in 
glass industries, as an exam- 
ple of the potential. “We are 
talking about millions of ton- 
nes of silica here,” he said, 
noting that silica could also 
be used in non-glass indus- 
tries after pr oersting . 

Initial studies of foe desert 
sand have indicated the pre- 
sence of vital components for 
fibre optic cables, precision 
lenses, computer chips and 
other industrial ceramics, 
according to experts at foe 
Natural Resources Authority 
(NRA) and the Royal Scien- 
tific Society (RSS). 

Also found were fillers for 
foundries, elements for sew- 
age treatment systems, and 


ingredients for rubbers, 
paints, adhesives and scour- 
ing powers. 

The studies also indicated 
that Jordan need not import 
some of the raw material it 
buys from Turkey and other 
countries for use in its found- 
ries and could instead export 
some of foe items. 

Mr. Darwazeh said ;foe 
proposed company will not 
launch an all-out approach 
and try to develop exploita- 
tion of all minerals at the 
same time. 

“The company will take 
one item at a time, make 
technical and feasibility stu- 
dies and start processing and 
marketing” it before going on 
to foe next item, be said. 

“The government win en- 
courage any project” along 
these Tines-, be said. The gov- 
ernment has already given 
permission to the private sec- 
tor venture “to explore these 
resources” and “I hope it will 
start operations in about two 
months” after 25 per cent of 
foe capital is raised through a 
public issue of shares, he 
added. 
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UAE says bad debt problem is over 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) 
banks have fully recovered 
from the problem of bad 
debts after building up large 
reserves and they are now 
making high profits, the cen- 
tral bank said Sunday. 

The bank was reacting to 
figures issued at a .recent 
seminar in Sharjah showing 
bad and doubtful debts 
surged to around 25.7 billion 


dirhams ($7 billion) in 1994 
from 17.5 ‘billion dirhams 
_(S4.76 billion) in 1988 and 
only one billion dirhams 
($272 million) in 1980. 

The figures, published by 
the Emirates Banking Train- 
ing Institute, did not make 
clear how interests rates were 
calculated on those loans. 

“The central hank wishes 
to clarify that foe figures ab- 
out bad loans are now history 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(April 10 - April 14 , 1995 ) 

AMMAN — The dollar depreciated marginally against foe 
yen at foe end of last week, while appreciating against foe 
mark and sterling. It ended foe week 0.2 0 per cent lower 
against-the .ycn v 0.54'per cent higher against ihc mark, and 

0.27 per cent higher against sterling. 

The U-S. unit rose sharply against foe mark and sterling 
Monday, while stabilising against foe yen. Although foe 
dollar fell to an all-time record low against foe yen to reach 
80.15 yen during Tokyo’s trading hours, it rose sharply 
against major currencies later that day. Dealers' anticipated 
that foe dollar should find a support at tKe 80 yen level*. 

The dollar continued its appreciation against sterling 
Tuesday, while, depreciating against foe mark and yen. The 
dollar’s decline came on the back of the release of U.S. 
producer’s price index showing a rise of 0.3 per cent in 
March, unchanged from foe previous month. The producer’s 
price index bolstered expectations that the U.S. economy is 
cooling down and there is no need for foe Open Market 
Committee to alter its monetary stance soon. 

The U.S. unit rose against foe yen Wednesday, while 
depreciating marginally against the mftrk. The •dollar lost 
ground against the mark after foe release of U.S. consumer’s 
price index showing a modest rise of 0.2 per cent in March, 
compared to 0.3 per cent in foe previous month. 

While, New York was dosed on an offidal holiday Friday, 
the dollar dedined sharply against the European currenries 
and marginally against foe yen Thursday. Dealers reacted to 
the release of U.S. capacity utilisation statistics showing a 
dedine to 48.9 per cent in March, compared to 85.4 per cent 
in the previous month, whereas industrial production 
showed a dedine of 0.3 per cent in March. These economic 
statistics raised questions whether foe Fed will tighten its 
monetary policy. Meanwhile, the Bank of Japan (BOJ) 
announced that it is committed to an economic reform plan 
that aims at adjusting its ailing econofhy. As a result, foe 
BOJ reduced its discount rate by 75 basis points to one per cent 
foe lowest discount rate ever, in an effort to stimulate 
domestic demand and reduce foreign trade surplus. 

The U.S. unit, thus ended the week at 1.3863 marks, 83-55 
yen and at $1.6100 to sterling. 
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since foe problem occured 
10 years ago,” it said in a 
statement. “All banks oper- 
ating in the UAE have sus- 
pended interests -on those 
loans and set aside large pro- 
visions to face possible losses. 
Therefore, the problem of 
bad and doubtful debts in the 
UAE no longer exists.” 

The bad delft problem -in- 
flicted large losses on several 
UAE banks in foe mid-1980s 
and some of them were 
forced to merge to avert ooU 
lapse. 

The biggest merger 
occured between three banks 
in 1985 into the Abu Dhabi. 
Commercial Bank (ADCB), 


now one of the top banks in 
foe UAE. Its previous mana- 
ger, Sultan Al Suweidi, is 
now governor of the central 
bank. 

' The bad debt crisis was 
caused by a rush by banks to| 
extend loans and credits dur-V 
ing foe oil boom of foe late 
1970s and early 1980s. Many 
debtors failed to repay when 
a dedine in -oil prices hit their 
business and plunged the I 
whole region into a recession. 

ADCB and the National 
Bank of Abu Dhabi, foe big- 
gest banking unit in the Emi- 
rates, suffered most but they 
have started to make profits 
in die past few years 
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» SHOPS FOR SALE 

In Wadi Saqra — 
100 sq.m., — 400 sq.m. 
Central heating and air- 
condition. 

For more details call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 910605/810609 
/SI 0520, Fax: 810520 
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MING-SHING 

Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. nearBaytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 pjn. 


0:30 - 11:30 
«, Tel.: 6611 
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io Sports 

Kingdom’s Davis Cup 
team defeats UAE 2-1 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, APRIL 17, 1995 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan’s 
Davis Cup team scored 
their only win of the 
tournament when they de- 
feated the United Arab 
Emirates 2-1 on the final 
day of their Asia/Oceania 
Zone Group 3 Cham- 
pionship which concluded 
in Dubai Sunday. 

Imad Abu Hamda won 
the first singles match, 
while Fans Azzouni lost 
the second singles. Abu 
Hamda and Khaled Hus- 
seini later teamed up for 
the doubles match which 
they won to secure Jordan's 
first victory. 

The results of the King- 
dom’s team mean that Jor- 
dan will again play in 
Group 3 next year after 
losing their chance of being 
promoted to the senior di- 
vision Group 2 in 1996 
since only the top team in 
the six-nation group will be 
promoted. 

The Kingdom's team 
were disappointed Satur- 
day when they lost their 
jrtayoff against Pacific 
Oceania 3-0. 

Earlier Jordan had lost 
3-0 against Saudi Arabia 
and Bangladesh, and 2-1 to 
Lebanon. 

With team veteran Imad 
Abu Hamda out of action 
with a bad cold, Khaled 
Husseini lost die first sing- 
les match 6-3, 6-2 to Lency 
Tenai of Pacific Oceania. 
Moutik Kailahi then beat 
Jordan's Fans Azzouni 1-6, 
6-2, 6-2. Kailahi and Tenai 
later teamed up for the 
doubles against Husseini 


and 15-year-old Khaled 
Nafa'a to win 6-3. 6-3. 

The round robin com- 
petition was played on a 
hectic, daily two singles 
and one doubles match for- 
mat, with only the top team 
in the group being prom- 
oted to Group 2 whose 
winner is promoted to 
Group 1 before joining the 
prestigious World Group 
which includes teams such 
as the United States, Ger- 
many, and others. 

The Asia/Oceania Zone 
Group* 3 tournament in 
Dubai is one of the largest 
in Davis Cup competition 
as 13 teams played 108 
matches at one single 


venue. 

Singapore led Group A 
which includes Kuwait, 
Bahrain, Syria, Oman, 
Kazakhstan .and Brunei. 

In Group A matches, 
Bahrain defeated Oman 2- 
1, Singapore beat Syria 3-0 
and Kazakhstan overcame 
Brunei 2-1. 

Saudi Arabia led Group 
B after defeating Bang- 
ladesh 3-0 while Lebanon 
also defeated the UAE 3-0. 

Pacific Oceania are 
second behind the Saudis 
while Bangladesh, who led 
the six-team Group B until 
Friday, slipped, to third 
position, followed by Leba- 
non, Jordan and the UAE. 


STANDINGS 
before Sunday’s matches 

GROUP A 


Nations 

Points 

Matches 

Woo 

Seta 

Won 

Sets 

Lost 

Singapore 

5 

15 

30 

4 

Bahrain 

5 

12 

25 

8 

Kuwait 

3 

10 

23 

10 

Syria 

2 

6 

14 

19 

XaMlthdim 

1 

4 

12 

28 

Oman 

1 

4 

8 

25 

Brunei 

1 

3 

6 

24 


Nations 

Saudi Arabia 
Pacific Oceania 


GROUP B 

Points Matches Sets 
Won Won 


Lebanon 

Jordan 

UAE 



Rangers 
rake title 
without 
playing 


GLASGOW (R) — Ran- 
gers were gift-wrapped the 
Scottish League soccer title 
on Saturday when Glasgow 
rivals Celtic went down 2-0 
at relegation-' threatened 
Aberdeen. 

Rangers secured their 
seventh successive cham- 
pionship — and 45th in all 
— without kicking a ball 
after Celtic, the only side 
capable of catching them, 
slipped up. 


MIAMI (AP) — Glen Rice 
scored a franchise-record 56 
points, high in the NBA this 
season, to lead Miami to a 
123-117 victoiy over Orlando 
on Saturday. 

Rice, who scored 13 points 
in the final five minutes, 
broke his own team record of 
46 points and topped Michael 
Jordan’s 55-point perform- 
ance against the New York 
Knicks earlier this year. 

Rice hit 20 of 27 shots, 
including seven of eight 3- 
pointers, and added nine of 
10 free throws. . 

Shaquille O'Neal had 38 
points and 16 rebounds fdr 
the Magic, who have lost five 
consecutive road games and 
14 of 18. Anfemee Hard a 
way had 28 points and 18 
assists for Orlando. Horace 
Grant scored 21 points and 
Nick Anderson, returning 
from a four-game absence 
due to a concussion, had 20. 

Khalid Reeves had 20' 
points and 14 assists for 
Miami, which shot 54 per 
* cent. The Magic lost despite 
hitting 55 per cent. 

Sontes 115, warriors 99: Gary 
Payton, playing with a 
broken finder, scored 24 
points and Kendall Gill, back 
after - treatment for clinical 
depression, capped a fourth- 
quarter run that led Seattle 
over Golden State. 

Detlef Schrempf added 23 
points as the Sonics won their 
11th in 13 games and stayed 
in the thick of a four-way race 
with San Antonio, Phoenix 
and Utah for the top playoff 
seed in the Western Confer- 
ence. 

Payton, who broke his left 
ring finger on Thursday night 
against Dallas, played in his 
287th straight game. Gill 
hadn't played since returning 
on Tuesday, a week after 
taking a medical leave for 
treatment of clinical depress- 
ion. He scored 10 points, 
including two baskets that 
finished off a 15-2 burst in the 
final period. Donyell Mar- 
shall and Clifford Rozter 
each scored 14 to lead golden 
state. 

76m 97, Nets 87: In East 
Rutherford, New Jersey, 
backup guard Jeff Grayer hit 
eight of his first nine shots 
and scored 21 points -as the 
Philadelphia 76ers eliminated 
the New Jersey Nets from 
playoff contention. 

The loss was the 13th in the 
last 15 games for New Jersey, 
which missed the playoffs for 
the first time in four seasons. 

Shawn Bradley added 15 
points, 10 rebounds and six 
blocks, and Dana Banos had 
14 as the 76ers beat the Nets 
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Detroit Pistons’ Mark West grabs the ball as New Jersey Nets’ Chris Morsis reaches in to knock it away (AFP photo) 


for the second- time in three 
games. 

Celtics 129, Pistons 104: In 
Hartford. Connecticut, the 
Boston Celtics opened a 
three-game lead over Mil- 
waukee for the Eastern Con- 
ference's eighth playoff spot, 
beating the Detroit Pistons 
behind dominique Wilkins' 
26 points. 

Dee Brown added 22 
points and Derek Strong had 
20 for the Celtics, which won , 
the season series with the 
Pistons 3-1. Detroit was led 
by Grant Hill with 31. 

With the Bucks’ 114-110 
loss to Washington, Boston 
.solidified its playoff position 
with four games remaining 
never trailed in the 
seco..J half. 

Bullets 114, Bucks 110: In 
Landover, Maryland, Rookie " 
Juwan Howard tied a season 
high with 31 points as the 
Washington Bullets broke a • 
13-game losing streak by nip- 
ping the Milwaukee -bucks. 

Chris Webber had 29 
..tpoints and 10 rebounds, and 
Doug Overton added 16 
points as the Bullets won for 
the first time in four games 
against Milwaukee this sea- 
son. 

Six Bullets scored in dou- 
ble figures, including reserve 
Anthony Tucker, who had 10 
points. Tucker hit three key 


free throws in the final 1:29. 

Rockets 98, kings 84: In 
Houston, Kenny Smith 
. scored 18 points, including 11 
in the breakaway third quar- 
ter, as Houston beat Sac- 
ramento for its second 
straight victory with Hakeem 
Olajuwon back in the lineup. 

After taking a 47-45 half- 
time lead, the Rockets used 
an 13-2 spurt to take a 72-61 
'lead with 2:12 to go in the 
third quarter, and Smith led , 
the way to a 76-64 lead to 
start the fourth quarter. 

Kings, who fell 1 1-2 games 
behind Denver in the race for 
the Western Conference's 
last playoff berth, have lost 
24 of last' 24 games in the 
summit. Their last victory 
was 100-97 on March 21, 
1992. 

Jazz 105, Clippers 83: In Salt 
Lake City, Tom Chambers’s 
15 points made him the 20th 
player in NBA history to 
surpass 20,000 career points 
as the Utah Jaj# defeated the 
Los Angeles Clippers. 1 ' '*■' 

Karl Malone hatttv points 
and 17 rebounds for the Jazz, 
who won their third straight 
and fourth in five games. The 
victory pulled them within 
games of idle San Antonio in 
the race for the best record in 
the Western Conference. 

Chambers, in bis 14th sea- 
son, reached the 20,000-point 


plateau against the team that 
originally drafted him out the 
University of Utah in 1981. 

Suns 119, Lakers 114: In 
Phoenix, Dan Majerie scored 
19 points in the fourth quar- 
ter, rallying the Phoenix Suns 
for a victory over the Los 
Angeles Lakers. 

Majerie, who had 28 
points, also got both of his 
steals and three of bis four 
rebounds in the final period. 

Phoenix's fifth victory in 
six games left the Lakers a 
game ahead of Houston in 
race for the No. 5 seed from 
the Western Conference. 

Cedric Ceballos had 40 
points and 11 rebounds for 
the Lakers. 

Mavericks 102, Trail blazers 
90: in Portland, Oregon Jam- 
al Mashburn scored 29 
points, including 13 in the 
third period, as the Dallas 
Mavericks kept their playoff 
hopes alive with a victory 
over the Portland Trail Blaz- 
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RESULTS 

115 Golden State 99 

123 Orlando 111 

129 Detroit IO 

97 New Jersey 87 

114 Milwaukee lie 

98 Sacramento 84 

105 Clippers 83 

119 LA Lakers 11 A 

1 02 Portland 90 


Nantes’ 32 - match unbeaten league streak ends 


Martina Navratilova 


No comeback in 
mind says Navratilova 


NEW YORK (R) — She’s 
playing on the U-S. Federa- 
tion Cup team next week, she 
will double up with Steffi 
Graf at Wimbledon — but 
Martina Navratilova has no 
plans for a singles comeback. 

“No. Not at all,” Navrati- 
lova said in a telephone news 
araference from her home in 
Aspen, Colorado. “I am 

3 oite happy where I am and I 
on’t intend to go back. I 
have no reason to go back.” 
Navratilova retired from 
playing singles fulltime at the , 
end of last year, having won 
18 Grand Slams singles titles 
including a record nine 
Wimbledon crowns. She was 
ranked number in the owrid 
seven times in her career. 

“If I had quit at 30 I may 
have changed my mind, but I 
.quit at 38 so I think I quit at 
just the right time,” Navrati- 
lova. said. 

“I feel I don’t have any 
regrets about playing too 
long or not playing long 
enough. I think this is the 
right time for me to stop. 

“I have done my part and I 
am on to the rest of my life.” 


.Navratilova's role is ex- 
' pected to be a limited one in 
next weekend's opening-, 
round match against Austria 
in Aventura, Honda, despite 
having been a member of 
■ three championship U.S. 
teams and having a 36-0 
career Fed Cup record in 
singles and doubles. 

But mat limited role suits 
Navratilova just fine. 

“I am quite happy with my 
supporting role and hopefully 
will do my part,” Navratilova 
said of her partnership with 
Gigj Fernandez for the one 
doubles match in the best-of- 

five-match format. 

Lindsay Davenport and 
Mary Joe . Fernandez are 
listed as the singles players. 
There are two singles match- 
es scheduled for the first day 
Saturday and two more Sun- 
day followed by the doubles. 

At the time of her retire- 
ment, Navratilova said that 
she would continue to play 
■doubles on a limited basis. 
Just last week it was 
announced that she and Graf 
will play doubles at Wimble- 
don this summer. 


PARIS (Agencies) — French 
league leaders Nantes lost in 
the French championship for 
the first time ibis season on 
Saturday after a record 32 
matches unbeaten since the 
start of the season. 

Bnt Strasbourg’s 2-0 home 
victory still leaves Nantes 11 
points ahead of Lyon and 
virtually assured of the title. 

Defender Franck 
Leboeufs header from a 
Xavier Gravelaine corner 
and Russian Alexandre Mos- 
tovoi’s free kick, in the 65th 
and 87th minutes' respective- 
ly, was enough to beat the 
cahmpions in waiting. 

Their unbeaten sequence 
had included 19 wins and 13 
draws. The previous record 
had been held by Paris Saint- 
Germain with 27 matches in 
the middle of last season. 

Lyon, with six matches 
left, could only draw 1-1 at 
Bordeaux. Lyon’s Franck 
Gava scored in the 64th mi- 
1 nute, but the south western 
side eqalised with three mi- 
nutes left. 

Paris Saint Germain, 
minus its top players, notch- 
ed up a morale-boosting 3-0 
win at 10-man Montpellier on 
Friday, days before its big- 
gest ever match in Europe. 

Jean-FhiHppe Sechet, Pas- 
cal Notuna and Brazilian Rai 
earned PSG the win and they 
are two points behind Lyon. 

COach Luis Fernandez had 
been vindicated by the result 
after criticism of fielding a 
weak side. 

Brazilians Ricardo and 
Valdo, Vincent Guerin, Paul 
Le Guen, David Ginola and 


George Weah were all rested 
with a view to Wednesday’s 
European Cup semi-final at 
AC Milan. PSG trail 1-0 from 
the first leg. 

Lens, who beat Bastia 3-0 
on Saturday, hung onto 
fourth place, which would 
earn the last UEFA Cup 
spot. And fifth-placed Can- 
nes are four points behind 
-Lens following a 1-0 loss to 
Le Havre on Friday. 

United revive title bid 

New life was breathed into 
the championship race on 
Saturday as Manchester Un- 
ited crushed Leicester 4-0 to 
move within six points of 
Blackburn, who were held to 
a 1-1 draw at Leeds. 

United might want to send 
a personal message of thanks 
to towering Leeds striker 
Brian Deane, who grabbed a 
last-gasp equaliser for the El- 
land Road outfit to deny 
Rovers all three points. 

Kenny Dalglish's men had 
looked on course for victory 
after Colin Hendry headed 
home his third of the season a. 
minute before the break. 

And England keeper Tim 
Flowers looked to have kept 
them ahead with an acrobatic 
save to deny Noel Whelan 
after Tony Yeboah and Gary 
Speed had combined on the 
edge of the box. 

But when Gary McAllister 
floated in the resulting corner 
eighty seconds into time- 
added -on. John Pemberton 
headed towards goal and 
Deane’s close-range flick 
gave Flowers no chance and 


left Rovers still needing 10 
points to claim their first title 
since 1914. 

But Dalglish was satisfied 
with the outcome even 
though the victory would 
have left his side just three 
wins from the title, saying: “I 
think a point was the least we 
.deserved from what was a 
very good team performance. 

"But our performance was 
tremendous. Everybody 
competed well and Tim Flow- 
ers didn't have a save to 
make until injury time," he 
added. 

Leeds manager Howard 
Wilkinson, whose side’s 


against a side who have won 
just five games in their brief 
return to the top flight. 

The points were bagged 
courtesy of two goals from 
Andy Cole and one each 
from Lee Sharpe and Paul 
I nee. 

Cole bad not scored since 
his five-goal slating of 
Ipswich on March 4 but he 
proved that he has redisco- 
vered his touch. 

Sharpe was also outstand- 
ing in the first half and could 
have had a hat-trick before 
his opening goal after 33 mi- 
nutes when be rifled in his 
sixth goal of his injury- 


EUROPEAN SOCCER 


UEFA Cup hopes were kept 
alive by Deane's ninth goal of 
the season, admitted a sense 
of relief at the final score. 

"When you get to 90 mi- 
nutes and you're losing 1-0 — 
whether you’ve dominated or 
been on the end of a hiding 
— coming away with a point 
makes you pleased,” he said. 

The result means reigning 
champions United are still 
hanging on to their Pre- 
miership crown as they 
brushed aside relegated 
Leicester at Filbert Street. 

United manager Alex Fer- 
guson had demanded that if 
they were to lose their title 
they should at least go down 
fighting and they will now be 
able to approach Monday's 
match with Chelsea with re- 
newed hope. 

It was a predictably com- 
fortable victory for United 


affected season from Gary 
Pallister’s back-header. 

Cole struck on half-time 
when he started and finished 
a glorious move involving 
Brian McClair and Sharpe. 

United stretched their lead 
on 53 minutes when Steve 
Bruce got on the end of 
David Beckham's corner to 
thunder in a header with Cole 
claiming the final touch. 

In the final minute Paul 
Ince diverted the ball past 
keeper Poole from close- 
range to seal an emphatic 
victory. 

But Ferguson acknow- 
ledged the difficulty of secur- 
ing a third consecutive title 
despite the day's results, 
when he said: “ft could be 
the biggest triumph in our 
history if we take the title. 

“If they keep throwing 
points away the situation 


could change. Amazing 
things sometimes happen ana 
it’s important we keep on 
winning.'’ 

At the other end of the 
table. Arsenal eased tbeir re- 
legation fears when they des- 
troyed relegated Ipswich with 
a 4-0 victory at Highbury. 

Ian Wright found his goal- 
touch before Thursday’s 
European Cup Winners Cup 
semi-final second leg against 
Sampdoria with a quickfire 
second-half hat-trick. 

Paul Merson gave Arsenal 
the first-half lead against visi- 
tors who had been conde- 
mned to the drop without 
even playing when Everton 
beat Newcastle on Friday 
night. 

Wright then took over by 
grabbing a hat-trick in the 
space of nine minutes. They 
were his first league goals 
since January and took his 
season's tally to 25. 

Ian Marshall grabbed a late 
goal for Ipswich. 

Like Arsenal, Chelsea 
have also found themselves in 
a relegation struggle while 
reaching the semi-finals of 
the Cup Winners Cup but 
Glenn Hoddle’s team eased 
their relegation fears with a 
crucial victoiy over fellow 
stragglers Aston Villa. 

- Mark Stein’s first-half goal 
was enough to give Chelsea 
their first league win at Stam- 
ford Bridge for almost six 
months to move above their 
opponents in the table, while 
other results sent Villa plung- 
ing four places nearer relega- 
tion. 

Coventry also moved 


above Villa thanks to Dion 
Dublin’s third-minute goal 
against Sheffield Wednesday. 

It was Dublin's 15th goal of 
the season but Coventry had 
to wait until the dying 
seconds of the game for Zim- 
babwean star Peter Ndlovu to 
seal victory. 

Southampton also eased 
their- relegation fears with a 
2-1 victory over QPR at the 
Dell — a defeat which effec- 
tively killed off Rangers’ slim 
hopes of a UEFA Cop place. 

All the goals came in the 
second half, with Neil Ship- 
perley scoring his second goal 
in successive matches and bis 
sixth since his move to the 
south coast club from 
Chelsea. 

Though PQR levelled with 
England striker Les Ferdi- 
nand’s 22nd goal of the cam- 
paign, Gordon Watson 
pounced on a mistake by 
keeper Tony Roberts to grab- 
a vital winner. 

Culogfe deny Bremen share 
of top spot 

A last-minute equaliser by 
jinx team Cologne cost title 
challengers Werder Bremen 
a point and a share of top 
spot in the Bundestiga cm 
Saturday. 

Bremen, who had not 
scored a goal in Cologne 
since 1989 and had not won 
there since 1984, appeared to* 
have broken the spell when 
Frank Neubarth scored bis 
first goal of the season in the 
68tfa minute. 





Rice scores 56 to lead Miami over Orlando . 
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ers. 

Dallas, which won for only 
the second time in the last 15 
games m Portland, Trails De- 
nver by three games for the 
final playoff berth in the 
Western Conference. Tie 
Mavericks have five games 
remaining. 

Clifford Robinson led the 
blazers with 25 points, and 
Otis Thorpe and Harvey 
Grant added 20 points apiece 
off the bench. 

Barkley gets one-game ban 

Charles Barkley of the 
Phoenix Suns, whistled for 
his sixth flagrant foul of the 
season, was suspended for 
Saturday night’s crucial game 
against the Los Angeles Lak- 
ers. 

Under a National Basket- 
ball Association rule insti- 
tuted last season, players re- 
ceive an automatic one-game 
suspension for any flagrant 
fouls over five in one season. 
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Cnetna Tel.: 634 f44 iCmema 

PHILADELPHIA 


Tom Hanks 
In 

Forrest Gump 

Show: 1230, 3:15. 6:15. 9:15 


PLAZA 


Tel.: 699238 I Cinema 


Tom Hanks 


PHILRDELPHIH 

Shows: 12:30,3:30,6:30,8:30, 1 0:30 


Cinema Td.: 677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD .‘V 

Comedian star: Adel Imam — 

Bakhrt fr Andadileh 

Shows: 12:50. 3:15, 6.-00, 8:30. 11:00 

CONCORD <2’ 

Jean-Claude Van Damm 

STREET FIGHTER 

Shows: 1130, 3 JO. 5:45. 11.-00 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

awmoun theatre 

Musa HijazJn “Sum’a” 

in the political satire 

HI Citizen 

written and directed by 
Mohammad Ai Shawaqfa 
daily on 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre doses on Monday 

— Haifa Af Agha In the 
children’s play 

** Sa*dP* Retain ** 


Tel-: 675571 

Nabfl AI Minhtnl Tbsstrs 

COMING SOON 
The Comedy Show 

CABARET 


NabH & Hisham’s TdL: 625159 

AHLAW THEATRE 

Presents*” 

The political satire: 

al salam yasalaM 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation, please cal 

625155 

The theatre. Is closed • r - 
Saturdays Si ’Sundays - 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Ajax Amsterdam down FC Groningen 

GRONINGEN, Netherlands (AP) — Patrick Kluivert 
scored twice as Ajax Amsterdam, with an eye on Wednes- 
day* 9 . CbampiOitf League semifinal showdown with Bayern 
Munich, beat FC Groningen 4-2 on Sunday. Ajax now 
leads the Dutch premier division by seven points and is 
unbeaten in 29 matches. Huivert’s goals in the 12th and 
J7tb'minutes took him to 18 for the season and made him 
Ajax’s top scorer. Frank De Boer also scored on 20 
minutes, to give the Amsterdam club a 3-0 half time lead 
and Marc Overmans added a fourth on 66 minutes. But 
with the match already won and Ajax dominating both 
possession and territory, llth-placed Groningen showed 
aniit to score second-half goals through Dian Gone and 
Romano Sion. International Frank. Rijkaard and Jari 
Lfcnanen were rested by Ajax manager Louis Van Gaal in 
preparation for the dash with Bayern. 

Laudrup turns down Barcelona 

GLASGOW (R) — Denmark’s Brian Laudrup revealed on 
Sunday that he has turned down an offer to join Barcelona 
to-Stay with Scottish champions Glasgow Rangers. “Barce- 
lona made a concrete offer a couple of months ago,” said 
Laudrup, whose brother and fellow-Denmark international 
Michael once starred for the Nou Camp Club. “While it is 
always a pleasure and an honour to get an offer from a club 
like that, what I told them is that Pm very happy in 
Scotland.” “I’ve had calls from Germany as well, but me 
and my family are happy here,” added the 26-year-old 
stoker who moved to Glasgow from Fiorentina of Italy for 
$3.52 million in July. 

U.S. coach says ‘I did not resign’ 

kflSSION VIEGO, California (R) — Bora Milutinovic has 
insisted he was ousted as United States national coach and 
had not resigned as reported earlier by the U.S- Soccer 
Federation. “Really, I didn’t resign,” Milutinovic, 51, told 
Reuter television on Saturday. And he indicated in the 
interview released on Sunday that he is taking legal advice 
regarding the circumstances of his departure. “They simply 
explained to me that I don't come into the federation's 
plans and our collaboration is over,” added the man who 
last summer guided the Americans into the second round of 
the World Cup on home soil. 

Vieira scores 5th Le Mans win 

LE MANS (R) — Frenchman Alex Vieira, riding a Honda, 
made history with a record fifth win in the Le Mans 24-hour 
motorcycling race on Sunday. Vieira, combining with 
compatriot Rachel Nicotte and Scotsman Brian Morrison, 
covered 3384.52 kms by completing 764 laps to also set a 
distance record. Honda moved in front after Frenchman 
Jean-Louis Battistini, riding in the lead on a Kawasaki, fell 
early in the morning and broke his wrist. Kawasaki had 
won the race in the last three years and looked set for 
another triumph when Battistini, teaming with compatriot 
Jean D’Orgeix and Briton Teiry Rimer, took the lead after 
three hours in the race on Saturday. 


A1FCO assigns Publi-Graphics 
for advertising-campaign 


kends 

.... - \ . s:w-* 


An agreement was recendy 
signed in Amman between 
the Arab International Food 
& Oil Processing (AIFCO) 
and Publi-Graphics Advertisr 
ing Agency, whereas Publi- 
Graphics will carry the cam- 
paign on a regional level. 

Arab Food and Oil Proces- 
sing Co. Ltd. was established 
from a substantial Jordanian 
capita] in order to provide 
and market the best quality 
oils in the region. 

Accommodated with the 
latest and highest technology 
in the world, with special 
plant lines for producing mar- 
garine and shortening, man- 
aged by experienced person- 
nel, to enhance the quality of 
the product. Produced to 
■*“' f compete in local and intema- 

” “ tional markets the Arab In- 

ternational Food and Oil Pro- 
.. _ ^ f cessing Co. Ltd. will launch 

; ~ : y£, one of its first quality pro- 

. -' ducts in the imminent future 
Murjan corn oil which will be 
accompanied by a campaign 
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to market their product in 
Jordan and abroad. 

When asking Mr. Fouad 
Abel Latif, General Manager 
of Publi-Graphics Jordan on 
their advertising plan, he 
said: 

“Being chosen by the Arab 
International Food and Oil 
Processing Co. Ltd. from 
several competitive agencies 
is our joy and pride. We have 
arranged on advertising cam- 
paign to cover the whole re- 
gion and we are confident of 
our success to carry this cam- 
paign on both local and re- 
gional level. 

Arab Food & -Oil Proces- 
sing Co. Ltd. has devoted all 
its resources to guarantee the 
quality of its products on a 
local and international level 
to provide for the consumer, 
the best quality and competi- 
tive pricing and we are confi- 
dent that the products of this 
company will meet what is 
required and demanded by 
our consumer in the region.” 
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—FOR RENt 3^' 

modern furnished apartments 

2 Stofo of one bedroom, K & B. 

*One bedroom living room K & B. 

* Two bedrooms, living-dining room K & B. 
p^al heating and telephones. 

“Nation: Jabai Amman bet. 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Owner Tel 4 €57862/642351 
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THE HIDDEN CHANCE 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* K 

7 J4 2 
8 5 2 

* Q 10 9 7 5 3 



WEST 
* Q 9 6 2 
786 

*J 64 2 

SOUTH 

* A 4 3 

7 A K Q 3 
■r A Q 7 4 

♦ AS 
The bidding; 

Sooth West North 

2 * Pass 2 v 

3 NT Pass 6 * 

6 NT Pass Pass 


EAST 
* J 1087 6 
V 10 9 7 5 
7 E 10 6 
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East 

Pass 

Pass 

Paso 
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Opening lead: Two of 4 
Sometimes it is easy to spot an 
additional chance to make your con- 
tract. Nuggets that an buried deep, 
though, are difficult to unearth. 

This band occurred In a duplicate 
event. South's Brat two bids showed 
a balanced hand of 2S* 27 points and 
North decided the six-card suit 
mwl, wTwm a possibility. Despite the 
tact it was a pairs contest. South's 
decision to correct to the higher- 
scoring contract was. ai best 


debatable' 

West led a low spade, knoc ki n g 
out a key entry to dummy before it 

could be put to use. Declarer cashed 
the ace and long of chibs, only to 
receive the bad news that there was 
no way to enjoy the table's long 
dubs. 

The only suit to offer any hope 
was diamonds. Declarer crossed to 
the jack of hearts, discarded a spade 
on the Queen of dubs, then success- 
fully finessed the queen of dia- 
monds. Whan declarer cashed the 
ace of diamonds. East defended per- 
fectly by jettisoning the king, so 
West was able to win the third dia- 
mond and cash the jack of chibs for 
a one-trick set. A combination of 
bad hick and fine defuse was de- 
clarer's undoing. 

Despite Bast’s heroic effort, the 
contract should haw been fulfilled. 
After unidociting the high dubs, de- 
clarer should have led a low dia- 
mond from hand! After winning the 
spade return, declarer can get to the 
board with the jack of hearts, cash 
the queen of clubs for a spade da- 
CBid and then take the diamond fi- 
nesse. When that succeeds and both 
drfendere follow to the ace, the 13th 
diamo nd becomes declarer's 12tb 

trick. 


Courier upsets Agassi 
for Japan Open title 


TOKYO (AP) - Jim 
Conner spoiled Andre Agas- 
si’s debnt as the world No. 1, 
outshigging him fr-3, 64 Sun- 
day in the final of the Japan 
Open. 

Playing in chilly winds be- 
fore nearly 10,000 spectators, 
many of them cheering for 
Agassi, Conner set up m atch 
point with a backhand lob 
just over his opponent and 
then claimed victory when 
Agassi sent a forehand long. 
( Agassi had saved one pre- 
vious match point on his own 
serve at 3-5 in the second set, 
blasting an inside out cross- 
court forehand past Courier. 

Agassi, who has been trou- 
bled by a bade strain since 
Davis Cup preparations last 
month, was in no danger of 
losing his ranking. Fellow 
American Pete Sampras, who 
headed the rankings for 82 
weeks until last Monday, lost 
two days later in die second 
round of a tournament in 
Barcelona, Spain. 

“I feel like I didn't play 
great today by any means,” 
Agassi said. “Some had to do 
with the back, some had to 
do with conditions and the 
wind, and a lot had to do with 
Jim and the way that he was 
playing.” 

He added: “You can't be 
casual or lackadaisical or 
compromise your movement 
with Jim. He’s one of the best 
players in the world. I felt 
like the odds were a little bit 
against me going out there 
just based on the fatigue fac- 
tor, my back, and the condi- 
tions.” 

Agassi said it was nice to 
see Courier playing this well 
again, but “Fm not too ex- 
cited that it’s at my. expense.” 
Courier, a former No. 1 
who had gone more than 10 
months without beating a top 
ten player, reached the final 
here by beating fellow Amer- 
ican Michael Chang, ranked 
sixth, in the se mifinals . 

He collected $156,000 for 
the victory. 

“Fve had a good week. It 
makes me more hungry to 
play well,” said Courier, who 
now has three titles riiis year 
despite his drought agnintt 
top ten players. He came to 
Tokyo ranked' 15th in the 
world. 

“I adapted and reacted. 
That's all you can do” against 
Agassi, he added. 

“At the end 1 was a little 
nervous, but I dosed it out so 
I feel a lot better.” 

Agassi, who came into the 
final with a 30-2 match record 
and three singles titles this 


year, will go' borne with 
$82,100. Because of his back 
strain, he already had said 
Saturday that he was skipping 
the coming week’s tourna- 
ment in Hong Kong for a few 
weeks of rest and treatment. 

Courier now has won seven 
of his 11 meetings with Agas- 
si, but the two had not played 
since Courier won in the 
quarterfinals of the U.S. 
Open in 1992. 

He broke Agassi in the ' 
second game, but Agassi 
broke back twice for a 3-2 
lead. Then Courier broke 
twice, gaining the key break 
on a passing shot down the 
line, and served out the first 
set. 

In the second set, Courier’s 


mem title and one runner-up 
finish this year, received 
$ 12 , 000 . 

Frazier said she tried to be 
more patient that in her 
match with Date last year, 
when the sometimes tried to 
force a point too eariy, and 
that Date made a few more 
errors than usual. 

“I just tried to play those 
(set) points like any other 
points. If you lose, go on to 
the third set and see what 
happens," she added. “I just 
tried not to let her get a lot of 
games in a row. Once she 
gets momentum, she hits a lot 
of winners.” 

Date said, “her balls are' 
very fast and deep. “It’s very 
difficult to bit back down the 


TENNIS ROUNDUP 


service break in the first 
game held up, and he almost 
broke again for the match at 

At 5-4, he came back from 
15-30 with a deep forehand 
and angled volley combina- 
tion, hit a winning lob and 
watched an Agassi forehand 
fly long. 

In the women’s final, Amy 
-Frazier saved two set points 
in the first set and one in the 
second as she foiled Kimiko 
Date’s attempt for a fourth 
straight Japan Open cham- 
pionship. 

Frazier, who lost in last 
year’s Japan Open final to 
Date, took this year's title 
with a 7-6 (7-5), 7-5 triumph 
in one hour, 40 minutes. 

The second-seeded Amer- 
ican pounded deep back- 
hands and Date, seeded first, 
scored with sharp angles. 

Serving at 5-6 in the first 
set, Frazier survived two set 
points at 15-40 on two errors 
by Date, the World No. 8. 

In the fiebreak, Frazier, 
ranked 18th, jumped to a 6-3 
lead. Date saved two set 
>ints before netting a back- 


point 

hand. 


Date led 5-4 in the second 
set and had one set point that 
Frazier saved with a forehand 
down the line. 

Frazier then fought off two 
break points at 15-40 on a 
Date error and a backhand 
winner, held serve and broke 
Date, taking the match with a 
powerful backhand serve re- 
turn followed by a sharply 
angled short backhand. 

Frazier, who improved her 
match record for the year to 
13-6, received $25,000. Date, 
who is 18-3 with one touma- 


tine. I think she played better 
than I did.” 

In the men’s doubles final, 
top seeds Mark Knowles of 
the Bahamas and Jonathan 
Stark of the United States 
. beat the fourth seeds, John 
Fitzgerald of Australia and 
Anders Jarryd of Sweden, 
6-3, 3-6, 7-6 (7-5). 

Graf wins in Houston 
semifinals 

In Houston, No. 1 ranked 
Steffi Graf overcame wind 
gusts and fellow German 
Sabine Hack 6-2, 6-2 in the 
semifinals of the Houston 
women's tennis cham- 
pionships on Saturday night. 

“It was difficult to play 
against the wind,” said Graf, 
who is undefeated in 17 
matches this year. She broke 
the fifth-seeded Hack's ser- 
vice six times in advancing to 
Sunday’s final against Asa 
Carlsson of Sweden, who 
beat Meike Babel of Ger- 
many 6-4, 6-3 on Saturday. 

Hack “plays a little higher 
and she bad a lot of topspin 
on her shots, which kept me 
off the court a tittle more,” 
Graf said. “It’s very difficult 
to play after somebody really 
doesn’t make a lot of mis- 
takes.’* 

Graf won it on the third 
match' point when Hack, 
^double-faulted,. ending a 75- 
minute match. 

“The first four games were 
really close and it was 3-1 for 
her,” Hack said. “It could 
have been the other way 



Jim Courier 


around. 

“I think I got a little tired 
because I was running way 
too far behind the baseline. 
...I couldn't play deep 
enough to keep her back,” 
she said. 

In the other semi, Carlsson 
said she thought she would 
have a better chance against 
Graf on the Westside tennis 
dub's day court rather than 
hard court. 

“She plays way too fast on 
hard court. On clay, I have a 
little bit more time," Carl- 
sson said. 

She said she has played her 
best tennis in Houston. She 
made it to the semifinals last 
year and hasn’t played well 
since. 

Babel won the first two 
les of the second set, bat 
rlsson took' the nex^£ve. 
.overcoming six -break. 'points 
in the seventh gamp- 

Babel broke Caflssbn’s 
serve in the next game, but 
Carlsson answered in the fin- 
al game, securing the match 
with a forehand winner! 

Babel said she felt a lack of 


energy when she awakened 
Saturday morning and ran 
out of steam during the 
match. 

“You have to try and it iust 
didn't work,” she said'. “Next 
time I’ll try to be in better 
shape.” 

Carlsson pulled away from 
a 3-3 tie in the first set and 
gained two games before 
Babel won the ninth game at 
love to dose to 5-4. Carlsson 
finished the set with an unre-. 
turned winner. 

Larsson, Muster reach 
Barcelona finals 

In Barcelona. Austria’s 
Thomas Muster, probably 
the world’s best daycourt 
player, will go after his 19th 
consecutive victory in a 
championship match oa day 
when be faces Sweden’s Mag- 
nus Larsson in the Conde de . 
Godo final. 

The 25-year-old Larsson, 
seeded seventh in the tourna- 
ment and No. 12 in the 
world. Saturday defeated his 
one-time nemesis Goran Iva- 


nisevic 6-4, -4-6, 6-4 to adv- 
ance. 

Muster, seeded No. 9 in 
the tournament and 17th in 
the world, won easily in 
Saturday’s semifinal over 
third-seeded Yevgeny Kafel- 
nikov of Russia 6-3, 6-3. 

Muster is now 15-0 in 
daycourt matches this season 
with two wins already on the 
surface — last weekend in 
Estoril, Portugal, and earlier 
in Mexico City. 

A win in the final would 
give the 27-year-old Austrian 
a record 20th title on day 
since the ATP Tour inception 
in 1990. Twenty-four of his 25 
professional titles are on clay. 

“I feel alright. The last two 
weeks 1 have just been eat- 
ing, sleeping and playing,” 
Muster said. “I’ve been- 
sleeping a lot and that is very 
important for me. Everything 
in my game is in the right 
place now. 

“If I play wdl on day, I 
know I can beat anybody,” 
he added. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

250 sq. m: 3 bedrooms, electric appliances, tele- 
phone etc.. 

120 sq. m.: one bedroom, telephone, location: 5th 
Circle. 

For more details, please call: 

667727 from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 


REQUIRED 

Teachers of English for summer school, English 
native speakers “preferably graduates” to teach 
children and adults. 

For further information,- please call Tel. No 
680726, between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. 


VILLA FOR SALE 


Consisting of 4 master bedrooms, the design is 
special. 

located in Abdoun, near the British Embassy, 
with a very large view of Amman city. 

If Interested please call Mr. Rami Hadadean 
Tel. 604304 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Two bedrooms, living and dining, central heating 
and telephone with private entrance. 

Jabai Amman. First Circle, Rainbow Street, near the 
British Council. 

If interested - Tel. 624833 - Amman 


CAR FOR SALE 

Regional office sells duty unpaid car, 
TOYOTA CORONA, 1600cc. model 1993. 
19,300 km. Good condition, automatic trans- 
mission, A/C, all power. 

Tei. 646085 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 


First floor of 220 sq. m. In a two-floor private building In the 
best residential area, between the 4th and 5th Circles (near 
the Guest’s Palace), Zahran st Jabai Amman, Overlooking 
large beautiful private garden. Luxuriously furnished. 

Consists ot large salon, dining room, 2 double bedrooms, 
2 bath rooms, fully equipped kitchen, laundry room with folly 
automatic washing machine, 3 balconies, oystal chandeliers 

and chosen carpets. Central heating, telephone, colour TV, and 
Video. Car Park available. 

For further Information please call: 
TeL 671509 


HI* 


Institute Cervantes 
Spanish Language Courses 

ALL LEVELS 

Courses start on April 17, 1995 

Registration is open 

Instituto Cervantes: Jabai Amman, 
Third Circle, TeL 610858 
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(, Libyans threaten 


s revenge for raid 

J I •'rnmftTT/i ■ n » ... . . .1 . ■ 


TRIPOLI (Agencies) — Pro- 
testers outside the U.N. 
office in the Libyan capita] 
Tripoli are threatening to 
take revenge for a 1986 U.S. 
raid on Libya. 

“We are staging the sit-in 
to support our demand that 
'the (U.N.) Security Council 
gives us our rights and 
punishes as war criminals all 
those who took... the deri- 
sion to launch die raid and 
those who took part in it," 
Mounir Charmit, a spokes- 
man for the families of the 
raid's victims, told foreign 
journalists on Saturday night. 

“If our demands are not 
satisfied, we will take re- 
venge by all means," he 
added. 

“We want revenge, re- 
venge, revenge," shouted a 
tearful Mosbah Ziitni, a pro- 
tester who says two of his 
children were killed in the 
raid. 

The Libyan protesters, 
who number about 100 and 
include women, began their 
demonstration on Saturday in ' 
a tent pitched some 20 metres 
from the U.N. office in Tri- 
poli. 

On April 15, 1986, U.S. 
warplanes flying from British 
bases and U.S. aircraft car- 
riers in the Mediterranean 
bombed targets in Tripoli and 
Benghazi. Libya said more 
than 40 people were killed, 
nearly all civilians. 

Washington said the raid 
was in response to an explo- 
sion at a Berlin dicotheque in 
which two Americans were 
killed. The U.S. blamed 
Libya but Tripoli denied the 
charge. 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi on Saturday marked 
the anniversary with a call to 
the U.N. to probe all violent 
incidents linked to Tripoli in 
the past decade, including the 
1988 bombing, blamed by 
Washington on Libya, of an 
airliner over the "town of. 
Lockerbie, Scotland, killing 
270 people. 

The protesters have hand- 
ed the U.N. office chief let- 
ters addressed to the United 
Nations over then demands. 

“We have been making 
these demands since 1986. 


Later on Saturday night, 
the mood in the tent changed 
when a folk music band 
joined the protesters, who 
danced jubilantly with a 
woman wearing traditional 
costume. 

The protesters did not say 
what sort of revenge they 
would seek for the raid, but 
Colonel Qadhafi said on 
Saturday: 

“More than one million 
Libyans are ready to fight all 
along the Libyan coasts, and 
to change the desert, waters, 
and sands into a bell... our 
fighting is continuing and 
shame and defeat to the im- 
perialists and the traitors.” 

Col. Qadhafi, two weeks 
after saying Libya would 
leave the United Nations, 
also reaffirmed his support 
for its- authority. 


The Libyan leader was 
speaking from his Tripoli 
home on the ninth 
anniversary of the 20-minute 
raid that killed his 15-year- 
old daughter. 

. He said the United Nations 
should show its independence 
by investigating the U.S. raid 
while it investigates the Lock- 
erbie bombing. 

“We welcomed the submis- 
sion of any international issue 
to the Security Council, and 
any dispute between Libya 
and America be referred to 
the Security Council;" he 
said. 

“We continue to adhere to 
the U.N. Charter" and recog- 
nise that the U.N. settles the 
disputes between the na- 
tions," Col. Qadhafi said. 

He said in an interview 
with the New York Times 
blished April 5 that the 
hited Nations -had outlived 
its usefulness and that Libya 
would be_ leaving it. 


ft 


But our patience bas limits. If 
the U.N. does not satisfy our 


demands, that will legitimise 
our revenge actions as fami- 
lies of the victims," said 
Yousef A1 Ayeb, the move- 
ment’s coordinator. 


Libya has been under a ban 
on air travel and economic 
and diplomatic relations since 
1992 because it refuses to 
hand over two men wanted in 
the Lockerbie bombing. 

Col. Qadbafi also indicated 
Libya might drop its demand 
to have former President 
Ronald Reagan, who ordered 
the attack, put on trial in a 
Libyan court because he is 
suffering from Alzheimer's 
disease. 

“This does not play down 
the seriousness of these 
crimes and foolish policies 
committed in the Reagan 
era,” Col. Qadhafi said. 


Iraq Kurds are reluctant 
partners in Turkish push 


SALAHUDIN (R) — Iraqi 
Kurdish leader Massoud Bar- 
zani, angered by Turkey’s 
anti-rebel push in northern 
Iraq, is digging in his heels in 
talks with Ankara over future 
security arrangements in the 
region, his aides said on Sun- 
day. 

Turkey sent 35,000 troops 
into Kurdish-controlled 
northern Iraq on March 20 to 
attack bases of the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) whhicb 


is fighting a separatist in- 


surgency inside Turkey. 

Turkey says after it with- 
draws — possibly within 
weeks — it wants the coop- 
eration of Mr. Barzani’s Kur- 
distan Democratic Party 
(KDP) and the rival Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) of 
Jalal Talabani in stopping 
PKK cross-border raids. 

In 1992, in a similar but 
smaller incursion into north- 


said Ghanim Jawad. a senior 
member of the Iraqi National 
Congress (INC) — a coalition 
opposed to the Iraqi govern- 
ment in Baghdad. 

Turkey, traditionally closer 
to the KDP and hostile to the 
PUK because of its PKK 
links, feels It must involve the 
PUK because of its military 
strength. 

It also hopes closer ties 
could help sever links be- 
tween the PUK and Turkey's 
separatist guerrillas, INC 
sources said. 

Mr. Jawad said Ankara 


had proposed a plan to Mr. 
Barzani in which both militias 


em Iraq, Turkey secured the 
help of the Iraqi Kurds in 


attacking the Turkish Kur- 
dish PKK. 

Their three-party agree- 
ment broke down and this 
time Mr. Barzani appears un- 
willing to be drawn into Tur- 
key's war. He has called for 
Turkey to pull out of north- 
ern Iraq. .. 

“I think he will ask for 
more concrete things from 
Turkey than in 1992 in return 
for his help, 4 ’ Sami Abdul 
Rahman, a senior KDP polit- 
buro member, told Reuters. 

“Like help with rebuilding 
border villages and giving 
peoples incentives to do the 
job. It must provide more 
logistical help than before — 
that is why the agreement 
broke down... we have beg- 
ged Turkey and the PKK not 
to bring their fight here.” 

Iraqi Kurds complain of 
damage to their property and 
civilian injuries caused by the 
incursion. Turkey dentes its 
troops have attacked civilians 
and accuses the PKK ’’terror- 
ists" of killing villagers. 

Mr. Barzani, bitter from 
losing his capital Erbil and 
some 200 fighters to the PUK 
last month, is unlikely to 
cooperate well with his old 
rival despite reaching a cease- 
fire this month. 

“Barzani wants all military 
out of Erbil first and that is 
not acceptable to the PUK.” 


would patrol the 320 
kilometre border with Tur- 
key, each Iraqi guerrilla get- 
ting $50 per month plus food 
from Turkey. 

The northern part of Iraqi 
Kurdistan, including (he en- 
tire Turkish border, is con- 
trolled by the KDP. Iraqi 
government forces to the 
south are kept at bay by a 
Western air exclusion zone 
imposed after the Gulf war in 
1991. 

“We would not allow the 
PUK to send any men to the 
border,” Mr. Abdul Rahman 
said. 

“We dq not want the PKK 
to launch attacks on other 
countries from here, we con- 
demn them. The PUK sold 
out on Turkey in 1992. It told 
Ankara it would destroy the 
PKK. It told the PKK it 
would destroy Turkey. I 
thought Turkey had learned 
from that.” 

He said it was not yet 
decided if Mr. Barzani would 
accept an invitation to go to 
Turkey for further talks. 

But other KDP members 
said Mr. Barzani needed to 
go to Turkey as the incursion 
was damaging his political 
and military position. 

“Relations between Tur- 
key and Barzani were so 
good that people thought we 
had both arranged the incur- 
sion," one KDP official said. 

“But we only heard about 
it when the tanks rolled in. 
The incursion has done a lot 
of harm to people. Villages 
had to be evacuated, at least 
40 villagers, there has been 
toss of life, of property and 
no compensation from Tur- 
key,” he added. 


5 killed 


in blasts 


in Algeria 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Two 
people were killed and five 
injured in three blasts by 
homemade bombs in the 
western Algerian town of 
Mostaganem, the daily La 
Tribune reported Sunday. 

The bombs which went off 
Thursday had been planted in 
a high school and college 
near a police station in cen- 
tral Mostaganem, the paper 
said. 

The identity of the victims 
or the assailants was not 
known. One of the injured 
was said to be in serious 
conditions. 

La Tribune said the blasts, 
the second in six months in 
the region, were intended as 
a diversion while another 
attack took place against a 
post office nearby. 

Last November, four 
boyscouts were killed and as 
many were injured in Mosta- 
ganem while taking part in a 
ceremony commemorating 
the 40th anniversary of the 
war of independence from 
France. 


Hie attack was attributed 
to Islamic fundamentalists 
waging a campaign to unseat 
the military-backed govern- 
ment. The violence began af- 
ter the military intervened in 
January 1992 to cancel the 
second round of general elec- 
tions the now-outlawed Isla- 
mic Salvation Front (FIS) 
was poised to win. 

Since then some 30,000 
people have been killed. 

Two other newspapers re- 
ported Sunday that the leader 
of an Islamic group was killed 
Friday along with another 
fundamentalist during a 
police sweep in the forest 
region of Tamgout, located in 
the Kabylie region. 

The leader was identified 
as Hocine Hakj Ahmad, 35. 
and his accomplice as 
Amrane B., 25. The daily 
Liberte said Ahmad was a 
former reporter who worked 
at the Arabic language gov- 
ernment dailies A1 Shaab AI 
Massa, and had been one of 
the Islamist candidates in the 
legislative elections that were 
cancelled. • 

In aother developments, 
the daily Al Watan reported 
that Abdul Kader Hadj Be- 
naamane, a journalist with 
the Algerian press agency, 
was being held by authorities 
in the far south region of 
Tamanrasset, for writing an 
article, which had not been 
published , about the two 
leaders of the FIS, Abassi 
Madani and Ali Belhadj. 

Both leaders are under 
house arrest in an unknown 
location. 

Mr. Benaamane’s attorney 
said his client was arrested 
two days ago and charged 
with threatening national 
security, after being detained 
for 11 days. 



TRIUMPHANT RETURN: Pakistani prime Minister Be- 
nazir Bhutto adjusts her scarf as bar party supporters 
thronged the airport to greet ber upon her return home 
from the United States on Sunday. Ms. Bhutto said ber 


week -long visit bad defined parameters for a more mature 
Paltistan-U.S. relationship in the fhture (see page 5) (AFP 
photo) 


Kabariti heads for U.N., 
says NPT should cover Israel 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti headed for New 
York on Sunday to take part 
in a review of the nadear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT). 

Jordan supports Egypt's 
stand that Israel should en- 
dorse the convention, which 
will lead to international in- 
spections of the Jewish state's 
nudear installations. 

Israel, which reportedly 
possesses 200 nudear war- 
heads, says it would not sign 
the treaty before Arab states 
like Syria, Libya and Iraq as 
well as Iran make peace with 
the Jewish state. 

In departure comment? 
carried by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. Mr. Kabariti 
said Jordan “will seek to en- 
sure that Israel will not be 
exduded from joining the 
treaty and will be committed 
to its conditions." 

“Israel’s nuclear program- 
mes have to be international- 
ly supervised to ensure that 
they will not cause any secur- 
ity or environmental risks in 
the region," Mr. Kabariti 
added. 

Jordan will also coordinate 
with Arab countries and the 
Non-Aligned Movement to- 
guarantee that all countries 
are committed to the treaty, 
induding Israel, he said. 

The U.N. review of the 
NPT begins in New York on 
Monday. 

Representatives of the 17 
NPT signatories are to attend 
tiie New York session! Vot- 
ing on extending the treaty 
would take place before the 
forum ends on May 12. 

The NPT, which entered 


into force in 1970 for 25 
years, pledges all but the five 
atomic powers to forego nuc- 
lear weapons, accept safe- 
guards on all nudear facilities 
by the International Atomic 
Energy Agency and have ac- 
cess to nucelar technology for 
.peace purposes. 

On the eve of the U.N. 
meeting, Egypt on Sunday 
called again for Israel to sign 
the international convention. 

But in making his appeal. 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
did not repeat Egypt’s earlier 
threat not to support renewal 
of the treaty if Israel does not 
join. 

“There is no question of 
signing — that Israel would 
sign or Egypt would sign,” 
Mr. Musa told reporters in 
Cairo. “But we call on Israel 
to join the nudear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty, that’s 
for sure." 

He added: “This is our 
position and it will continue 
to be the same.” 

The United States has been 
lobbying for indefinite exten- 
sion of the pact. But some 
developing nations have 
argued for periodic review. 

Egypt has long been a 
proponent of ridding the 
Middle East of weapons of 
mass destruction, and it 
argues that the Israel-Arab 
peace process has created the 
dimate for it. 

“Our known position (is) 
that the Middle East is enter- 
ing a new era of peace," Mr. 
Musa said. Sunday. “Peace 
should be based on stability, 
on cooperation, on mutual 
confidence, on -normal rela- 


(Coottaued on page 7) 


Manila believes Saudi jailed in 
U.S. key figure in extremist group 


MANILA (AP) — An Arab 
businessman jailed in Califor- 
nia is believed to be a pivotal 
figure in a network of ex- 
tremists accused of conspir- 
ades ranging from the World 
Trade Centre bombing to 
plots to blow up U.S. airlin- 
ers over the Pacific. 

Mohammad Jamal Khalifa 
was arrested last December 
in Santa Rita, California, for 
allegedly falsifying his visa 
application. Immigration and 
Naturalisation Service 
spokesman Greg Gaghne 
said Mr. Khalifa is being held 
without bond in San Franris- 
co pending deportation. 

Mr. Khalifa, a Saudi 
national, was convicted in 
absentia in Jordan last Janu- 
ary of plotting terrorism and 
was sentenced to life impris- 
onment. 

U.S. authorities have said 
little about Mr. Khalifa and 
he has not been charged with 
any offences in the Philip- 
pines. 

But Philippine Interior 
Secretary Rafael Alunan said 
Mr. Khalifa is believed to be 
a key figure in efforts to 
export Middle Eastern-style 
extremism to this country’s 
six-million strong Islamic 
community. 

__ Mr. Alunan described Mr. 
Khalifa as an assodate of six 
alleged Muslim extremists, 
ail Arabs, who were arrested 
April I in suburban 
Kaiookan. They in turn were 
associates of Ramzi Yousef 
and Abdul Hakim Murad, 
charged Thursday in New 
York with plotting to blow up 
United Airlines jets between 
Los Angeles and Hong Kong. 

Police say the two shared 
an apartment in Manila, 
where they also plotted to kill 
Pope John Paul II. Police 
raided their apartment a 


week before the Pope arrived 
and arrested Murad. Yousef 
fled to Pakistan where he was 
arrested in Februaiy and de- 
ported to the United States. 

Mr. Khalifa has not been 
charged with any offenses in 
the Philippines, but author- 
ities here believe he was a 
key figure in efforts to recruit 
new members of the Abu 
Sayyaf group, a Filipino 
movement blamed for 
numerous attacks on Christ- 
ians, including the April 4 
raid on the southern town of 
Ipil in which 53 people died. 

On Sunday, Japan's Kyodo 
News Service quoted a “high- 
ly classified” Philippine in- 
telligence report as saying 
Mr. Khalifa's network had 
established links wiht extrem- 
ists in Iraq, Jordan, Turkey, 
Russia. Malaysia, the United 
Arab Emirates, Romania, 
Lebanon, Syria, Pakistan. 
Albania, the Netherlands and 
Morocco. 

Mr. Klhalifa is an in-law of 
billionaire Osama Bin Laden, 
who bankrolled Arab volun- 
teers to fight in Afghanistan 
during the 1980-1989 war 
against the Soviets and has 
since been accused by Ye- 
men, Egypt and Algeria of 
financing suberversion. He 
lives in Khartoum, Sudan. 

According to sources in the 
Philippines and the Middle 
East, Mr. Khalifa owned a 
rattan furniture factory here 
and made frequent visits to 
this country in the earlv 
1990s. 

The sources, speaking on 
condition they not be further 
identified, said Mr. Khalifa 
established or financed sever- 
al Islamic organisation in the 
Philippines, ostensibly for 
charity and religious work, 
which were in fact conduits 
for money to extremist 


groups. 

Among them was the 
Imam Shafie Institute, a 
Muslim training centre in 
Patikul, a fishing village on 
the southern Philippine is- 
land of Sulu. 

In 1994, a Jordanian reli- 
gious teacher told Jordanian 
police that he had been sent 
to the Imam Shafie Institute 
as an instructor. There, he 
received $50,000 form Mr. 
Khalifa to finance bombings 
and assassinations in Jordan. 
He later recanted his state- 
ment. 

Nevertheless, police and 
military intelligence sources 
here suspect the institute is 
deeply involved in extremist 
activity. The government, 
however, wields little power 
in the Patikul area. 

Most of Sulu island is effec- 
tively under the control of the 
Abu Sayyaf group and the 
Moro ^National Liberation 
Front, the largest Muslim re- 
bel organisation which has 
entered peace talks with the 
government. 

But the front’s urbane, 
secular minded leader. Nur 
Misuari, has lived in Saudi 
Arabia for more than a de-- 
cade and has apparently lost 
control of much of his rank- 
and-file. 

The front has sought un- 
successfully for nearly 25 
years to win self-rule for the 
Muslim community, and Mr. 
Alunan and others believe 
that failure has driven youn- 
ger Islamic militants into the 
ranks of the Abu Sayyaf ex- 
tremists. 

“We know they have an 
assassination list," Mr. Alu- 
nan said. “And one of the 
names at the top is Nur Mis- 
uari. He is more afraid of his 
own people that of the gov- 
ernment." 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


UAE forms new parliament 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The president of the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) on Sunday appointed a new parliament 
two months after its two-year term had expired, the official 
agency WAM reported. It was nor immediately clear if 
Abu Dhabi's Al Haj Ben Abdullah Al Muhairbi would 
remain as speaker of the 40-strong Federal National 
Council (FNCI which has several new members, according 
to a decree issued by President Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan 
Al Nabayan. The FNC, whose term had expired in 
February, is made up mainly of businessmen and leading 
figures, drawn proportionately from the seven emirates in 
the 24-year-old federation. Abu Dhabi and Dubai, the 
biggest and wealthiest emirates, are represented by eight 
members each while Sharjah and Ras Al Khaimah have six 
each and the remaining members are drawn equally from 
the Umm Al Quwain, Ajman and Fujeirah. The UAE is 
run by. the rulers of the seven emirates, the Supreme 
Federal Council, which held its annual meeting on Sunday 
to discuss domestic affairs and other issues. WAM said. 


Controversial film sweeps eight awards 


CAIRO (R) — The Egyptian cinema industry has awarded 
eight prizes to a controversial film that narrowly escaped 
being banned for allegedly depicting Joseph, whom Mus- 
lims rever as a prophet. In a star-studded ceremony on 



tumes as well as a prize for the male lead, Khaled AI 
Nabawi, and the director, Yousef Shahin. The film has 
been widely understood to be an allegory involving Joseph, 
revered by Muslims. Christians and Jews as a prophet. Mr. 
Shahin, a veteran of the Egyptian cinema world, successful- 
ly fought off an attempt by an Islamist lawyer to have the 
film banned on the grounds that it broke the Islamic ban on 
portraying prophets. -A judge ruled in favour of the lawyer 
last year but a Cairo appeals court in March dismissed the 
case, saying the lawyer had no direct interest in the case. 


Vienna attack not the work of PKK 


VIENNA (AFP) — A firebomb attack on a Turkish 
Airlines office “was not the work of radical Kurdish 
groups, according to initial inquiries," police here said 
Sunday. At first police thought it could have been carried 
out by supporters of the Kurdish Labour Party (PKK), 
after a spate of similar incidents in Germany where the 
group is banned. However, they found a red flag bearing a 
star identified as that of a Turkish far-left group, the 
DHKC, which police believe is close to the radical Turkish 
organisation Dev-Sol ( Revolutionary Left) trying to estab- 
lish communism in Turkey. Similar flags were found at the 
scene of three attacks on Turkish groups in Germany at the 
end of March. The Turkish Airlines incident occurred 
overnight Friday when a firebomb was thrown through a 
window, starting a fire which was quickly put out by 
firefighters. There were no injuries but security was 
stepped up around Turkish interests in Vienna. 


Vanunu to eat leaven bread during Passover 


ASHKELON (AFP) — Jailed spy and nuclear expen 
Mordechai Vanunu, who has converted to Christianity, has 
been allowed to eat leaven bread during the Jewish 
Passover celebrations, a prison spokesman said Sunday. 
Mr. Vanunu had requested not to be given tbe unleaven 
bread that Jews have been eating since Friday for the 
eight-day Passover marking their Biblical escape from 
Egypt. Bakeries in Israel close during the period, so “we 
have frozen round loafs for him," the spokesman told 
reporters. Mr. Vanunu is serving an 18-year sentence for 
having passed information and photos to London's Sunday 
Times in October 1986 of Israel's top-secret Dimona 
nuclear reactor, in the southern desert, where he had been 
working. 


Japanese give Arafat hope of fresh aid 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — A Japanese delegation touring the 
Middle East urged Yasser Arafat on Sunday to improve the 
Gaza Strip’s economy and held out hope of fresh aid for the 
self-rule territory. “I hope the Palestinians will work hard 
on the improvement of their economy and also to promote 
peace in the Middle East,” said Katznari Suzuki, a senior 
Japanese government aid official. “We would like to 
continue giving as much assistance as possible." Mr. Arafat 
said he hoped the Palestinians could soon acquire Japanese 
technology. “Japan is one of the most important donors 
helping our people. We are looking to get Japanese 
technology in our industrial zones and we are sure our 
Japanese friends will help us," he said. The 22-member 
delegation was sent to the Middle East to assess whether - 
Japan should send United Nations peacekeeping troops to 
the Golan Heights. The group, which is due to return to 
Japan on Wednesday, has already travelled to Syria, 
Lebanon, Jordan and Israel. On Friday Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin said his country would support any 
Japanese contribution to the peace process. 


Student wounds teacher, kills himself 


TEHRAN (AFP) — An Iranian university student killed 
himself and seriously wounded his teacher after setting off 
a grenade in a dispute over his class marks, the official 
Iranian news agency (IRNA) said Sunday. Majid Yussef- 
Poor, a student at the Islamic University of Mashhad in 
northeast Iran, had threatened the teacher before the 
grenade attack on Saturday night because he feared he 
would not go into a higher class without better marks 
IRNA said. 



Church offers 
religion to go 
with drive-thru 
service 



SPRINGFIELD. Oregon 
(AFP) — Car-crazed Amer- 
icans can now add a church^ 

Easter tale to tbe latest drive- » 
thin services. The New life r 
Centre Church here offered i 1C * 

dramatisation of the Passion * ’ 
of Christ in five scenes over 
the weekend. Viewers were 
able to watch the 12-mhrate •' 
production without even 
leaving their cars. People 
could drive to the church and* 

■view different scenes acted 
out around the grounds. Tire 
production opened with 
townspeople and Roman sol- 
diers witnessing the miracles 
of Christ. Motoring around 
the side of the church, they 
encountered a scene depict- - 
mg the Last Supper. At the far 
end of the parking tot the 
Crucifixion takes place, and 
the final part shows the emp- . . 
ty tomb of Christ. ‘The early 
church used drama,” Pastor 
Todd Wagoner said. “We*ve 
just taken it one step farth- 


er. 


Passion play 
profanities shock 


Abbey audience 


LONDON (R) — An Easter 
play in which Jesus Christ 
was referred to as “pigshit” 
and “a sorry looking bastard” 
left some of its Westminster 
Abbey audience shocked and 
tearful. Tbe traditional Good 
Friday play in London’s lead- 
ing Protestant Church about 
the last hours and cradfbrian 
of Jesus Christ was littered 
with swear words and pro- 
fanities. In one sccat an actor 
remarked to another as they 
carried die cross into the 
abbey, “if you drop it, m cut 
your balls off”. During die 
crucifixion, Christ was 
taunted with shouts of “Jew- 
boy”. Anglican Bishop of 
London David Hope de- 
scribed the three- hour play 
written by Justin Butcher as 
“very earthy”. The Roman 
Catholic Cardinal Basil 
Hume left after 30 minutes, 
saying he would have prefer- 
red something more medita- 
tive. One member of die, 
6,000-strong audience said 
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Saturday “it was very fright- 
ening. It has given me a pain 


m my stomach." Some peo- 
ple walked out in anger and 
others were reported to have 
left in tears. Butcher, a prac- 
tising Anglican, told repor- 
ters: “You have to convey a 
degree of violence and bunri- 
hation to make this story 
real.” 
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Aquino welcomes 
return of 
pregnant 
daughter 


T 

ki 


MANILA (AFP) — Former 
Philippine President Cmazon 
Aquino said Sunday that she 
would welcome the return to 
the family of her wayward 
youngest daughter and her 
soon-to-be-born baby, the 
Philippine Star reported. 
Mrs. Aquino made the com- 
ments in ber first television 
interview to be aired Monday 
on tbe subject of her daugh- 
ter, Kris, 24, whose pregnan- 
cy by a married man has 
stirred up controversy in pre- 
dominantly Roman CathoSc 
Philippines. “You and your 
baby, you will always be wel- 
come," the paper quoted 
Mis. Aquino, who led the 
popular revolt that toppled 
die 20-year old dictatorship 
of Ferdinand Marcos in 1986, 
as saying. “Bat definitely I 
will not welcome you know 
who,” she said, referring to 
Philip Salvador, more than 20 
years Kris’ senior, who 
separated from his wife, with 
whom he had three dnldreh.- 
In tbe interview, file deeply 
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gnancy of 
tress who is curren 
with Salvador, bad 
her “such pain. 
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Naked royals 
removed from 
exhibition 
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bench, following repeat! 
attacks by vandals. TOfC. 
ment work, feeing the cajfr _ V 

al’s Lake Burley Griffin sw^J.rr^^i.v, p “ 
titled Down By The LalPg^j 1 ; ^ 
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raged monarchists who f 

scribed it as an insult to tp* akjs 




country’s head of state. 
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